" This isn't a story about somej _,___.,...f
shadowy secret society -
harboring dark rituals in a
remote college campus.
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It’s a mundane campus where
students go about their day,
ﬁllmg their minds with
~knowledge from textbooks- and
professors

iy e 1

e LT A | TET R A LT

1y o - oo T ATV T
LA ——— -

-——Mllr-':wvﬂi-' - renie e - ; i : I i 3 L fa]mﬂ&il.ﬂ i . “'Ia:'.-“#‘ﬁl ;ﬁﬁw ¥




W v
Bl
BT T % o AT

Ao .“.?',P' ¥ o
B L "' 2 W \i’ - ¥y
o %, : 2 " % iy I
gt Al g T 7 " : \
LA et oy il
¥ L T, " 2



ith a

t wi

il

¥

——e

A2 B A R

AV RS WA

—— e —

N

mj ﬂ__ ian

[




i y .1!!-{!..!«&.!1.!!

b i ks,

gy
e
o e

BRI

1K

._M. .;. wl

i

the

n

t'
- .
o ©
O 0
n
\V)
Y-

ing a

their 'alien pro

4/ T A= S

marooned on Earth,
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~Imidst of it all.
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That kid right there is
Travis, and he’s my



Sure, he’s not much to
look at but he’s the most
useful human | could find
lately.




This is a story of how |

managed to get off of
this rock... and of how |

got my rocks off!




Heh, see
what | did

there?




Man, you
really need

Or a
girlfri




You're doing
1t again,
aren’'t you?




Dude, I don’t know
why she puts up with
you but I'm tellin’ ya:
She’s just stringing
you along.




You don’t Kknow
what you're
talking about.




I know enough
about you to know
why you spend late
nights ‘in the lab’

with Professor B!




Kevin, |... don't
even know where
to begin...
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Okay, first of all
you'd never believe
me if | told you...




Yeah, that you've
got a crush on
the college’s
hottest professor!




rides my ass

more ways than
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| literally do
everything including
the heavy lifting in her
lab and she treats me
like some kind of a...
slave or something!

| said she
rides my

ass, okay?




Well, I'd be her
slave if it meant I
got to put my

hands on those tits

of hers!

Careful | |
what you

; ' j,',;‘/ wW i S h f or-




Yeah but we both know

she ain’t puttin’ out, the
dean canned the last
science chair for sleeping
with students so I'm
pretty sure she wouldn’t
lose her job over just
some-




Ah- hey now...
lose her job over
another student.
That’s what I

was going to say...




Are you sure
about that,
Kev??




You know
what? | should
thank you!

A minute ago | was
dreading going into
that lab and helping
Dr. Bereginya test her
experiment tonight

but now I'm so angry |
don’'t care!



| don’t want to
spend another
minute in this dorm
trying to prove

something to you!










I just thought
maybe you
wouldn’t be as
tense if you
were dating
someone.



Stupid Kevin.
Why didn’t 1
just start with
that?




Now where am 1
going to find
someone to go on
a double date with
me and Amanda?




It’s amazing how much a
complete foreigner can
learn about Human social
rituals with a few well-
placed detectors.




Although, | would have been
wise to consider the far reaching
possibilities of the loyalty of
human companionship.

Frankly, | still am glad that
Travis’” roommate couldn’t work
up the nerve to tell him about
the double-date, because | had
Travis all to myself that evening.



Ahhh....
Humans.
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For the
most part.




Rhumbline Chemistry Lab -
Dr. Bereginya, Professor of
Physics




You’'re here
earlier than
usual.




Everything
all right?




Everything's
fine, Doctor
Bereginya.




Come now
darling, | can
tell
something’s
bothering
you.

Your cute
human face
gets all
scrunched up
when you're

grumpy.




Can | just get
started setting
up for tonight?




You can't keep your
secrets forever,
young man, because
we still have to wait
for Miguel and
Samantha to leave.







No, I'm talking
about Romeo over
there. Teacher’s
pet.. or should I

say heavy pet.




If Dean Rothste1iln
Sso much as
thought there was

sex 1hvolved he

would R1cR both

of them out of
the school.
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Miguel?
Samantha? If you
guys are just
chatting then you
wouldn’t mind
closing up for the
night, would you?




Yes ,
Doctor
Bereginya!




Doctor... can
| ask you to
be perfectly
honest with
me?

["ve always

been honest
with you, why
would | change

that now?




Ah... well... | just

thought that- what if
something goes wrong
with the experiment?




Well, you haven’t met
ETTA but she’s going
to be monitoring
everything we do.

She’s programmed to
track outliers and
determine safety risks,
so if anything goes
wrong she will shut
everything down.

Etta? You
mean like Etta
James?




She’s our A.l. Let’s
go into the lab so we

can talk more freely.




ETTA stands for
“Extra Terrestrial
Tardic Artifice”.

You've been watching
science fiction again,
haven't you?




You have
red-handed
me, Travis!

Doctor... you
really mean that
I've caught you
red-handed.




Someone.

So we're pushing the
known limits of quantum
parity tonight but at least
we have something-

Someone watching our
backs... good enough for
me. | just don’t want to
be transformed into
primordial ooze...




You know what? |
want to see what
they’re working
on!

C’mon, Sam.
This could
be dangerous -




That light is probably
just lasers, if they're
actually running an
experiment at all!




| It could
| be radia-

Have you
guys seen
Travis?




o W(-:’ were just Lleaving
right Samantha?

Travis just started
the experiment with
Doctor Bereginya.
You should come back
Later.

i
Right...

what he
. said,
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Secret Lab — Somewhere Inside
:L"-Rhumbline College:

Dr. Bereginya, Stranded Extra-
Terrestrial From Skieteralln.
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> Data Load Fidelity:
™ Check... _ ,

| still can’t believe that
you found me while
looking for... food!

——— ;_,,.....,..q,,-;.....,..ﬂ....;.m..‘..... A I T ReessnaY cnetic manipulation it would
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cease your preoccupation with
ingesting energy sources and
leave more time for elevating
your species into the stars.




1 Log Path:

I ( Validating... LLIL R Ry 1 A
| | ._ | =9 | wasn’t looking for food, |

-. \CHE was actually trying to detect
WiateUstoyon S FRB's... and | did find a
say, my dear. P
A /] source of perytons®*.

was your secret
lab instead...

*https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peryton_(astronomy)
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Don’t worry your pretty

: 8 | + '-_"'-- -I | e Memory: Check... _
little head over the ' S U (G "
matter... | packed plenty of 5 \
snacks for you to consume

so we can finish our work
\ tonight.

- - Doctor, you're
.-,,,, s -

- -

sure it's really

Y Remember
when you got
me fish flakes?




That was
one time!

How was | supposed to
know that on this planet

‘vet’ usually refers to other |
animals? On civilized |
worlds ‘pet’ is a term of
endearment- only!

So, no fish
flakes then?




| know how you human |

males value physical
sustenance so | used the
molecular printer and
made your favorite!




Really? You
made me
Skieteralln
gagkh?

"| even gave you
extra beifl wormes,
they’re so gross-
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| can’t believe that

of all your human

junk food you would

like something only [

an ancient Skietera



ETTA chose
this form.

he may look mostly
human, but she’s got a
quad like none but a
Skietera!

You know she likes

you? I’'m not jealous,
though...




Doc...

Even if you never pick up

the habit of eating, you're

really starting to fit in
L"— around here... are you sure e ey
=\ you're going to have to -y S

v
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I'm sure even ETTA
would enjoy going for
pizza at some point.




Variance Detected...
1 0.00046%

== |
W Language, Travis!!

Remember: don't

attempt to count your

pastoral hatchlings
early... right?

-1-‘-"‘-.




Doctor, variance
is above safety

T ETTA, list

variance sources
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Um... hello?
Travis, 1s that




Holy shit!
Kevin?? How did & : _
you get in here? e ! was open and-
/ hello but she’s
not human!

Doctor, new system
{1 test results!




Uh, Kevin we need to
have a quick talk about
extra-terrestrials...

Travis, did you '
forget to lock
the door!?
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Aliens... are real?
Are you hear to
nslave us all!?!

/ Doctor! Variance
' Detected has decreased
to... 0.00014%




" You really
shouldn’t be
here Kevin!

Wait, ETTA what the
hell? How could the
variance have improved
by adding - no offense -
\ but by adding Kevin?
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No offense
taken...
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The Doctor surmised incorrectly.
Although variance improved, it
did not improve to test limits
suggesting a three-body problem
B as [ am a true consciousness; with
regards to pan-dimensional

It can only mean that what
| originally calculated as a
two-body problem,
assuming ETTA would not
count as a ‘third body’, our ;
odds of success Should NAVE [

- D it s travel I count as an observer®.
g improved to allow - .
- ' I . ( L ] 1 | .




I 'l b X
Approximately one in
10.5 million.

| And a fourth body
could, theoretically,
improve stability but




Welcome to the
team. Tell me: how
do you feel about
non-Earthers?




w RS 7 T W =
It turns out Kevin was not only Travis’s handsome
Iti] roommate but proficient in cryptography and
programming, which made him a quick study to at

least become minimally useful for his first night’s
exposure to Skieteralln technology.
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| hated to admit it but ETTA was correct in her assessment
that Kevin lowered the variance threshold. Even training
him briefly we discovered areas we overlooked that were
easily improved. On second thought, with two adorable

humans capable of holding their own in the control room
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So, instead of setting up a

double date with one of

Amanda’s friends. My

girlfriend is probably going

to kill me because I'm here
\Jelping you...

v 7 Don’t fret, Kevin. What
is good for the goose is
good for the appropriate

biological counterpart.

Woah- she is
totally an alien.




Stay focused, Kevin. You're
monitoring chronitons, it's
actually important and ETTA
will help you keep us from
over exposure. Besides, |
there’'s gakgh- and you have /{

to try it!

Boys, that’s
enough chit-
chatter.




ETTA, commence
test: Dimensional
shift to Earth- Path
1A, Evah Kuggh.




Evah Kuggh...
*whimper*

e

Travis, why
do you sound
worried??




=7 Everyone, stay
—\ focused!

Here we gop. s
in 3... ~' '
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. N
Critial anomoly detected.
Incursion anticipated.
A’rtemptin g to compensate -




i Path- Evah Kuggh:
failed to execute. Result:

B (ritical loss of life.

Assessing alternate
Path variables:
Calculating...




New Path calculated.
Result: Life forms intact,
ETTA decompiled.

Mission paramaters: Met.




Travis Human: A
criticality event has
ceased your cellular
(_‘)p-:—;rrati(_‘ms.

ETTA! What
happened? Where
is the rest of the
lab???

I'm dead!?
Wait- then why
am | talking to
you?




This is a pocket dimension
necessary to complete
mission parameters. Your
cellular operations can be
altered to continue nominal

operation.
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You can bring me
back to life?

That’s great!




To live again Travis
Human: you can no
longer reside in your
original dimension as you
once were and I cannot
arrive at our destination
as | am.

ETTA? You can't
sacrifice yourself
for me!




It is logical. My operations will
allow me to decompile and
| merge with your own allowing
your cellular structure to
sustain the criticality event.
ﬁp& You will carry my kernel with [
you as a seed contammg an oak. [
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Why!? Your
consciousness is the
equivalent of a human
city? I'm just a teacher’s
assistant!

It is logical.




It has already begun.
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She knew it

was a one way
ticket, and she
did 1t anyway.




Ha! We’ve
done it, boys!
ETTA, what is
our status?
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Bl LA
s gone!
Who
0 are
you??
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of Liberal Arts-
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