


! don't want to.....

Someone kept me out
a little too late last night.

If | recall correctly, | was
ready to have you back by ten!

But a certain someone was
all % dovit wanna go- back yet













Are you still tired?
You should go back
to sleep.

You don't have to
get up just because
| have to.




Why do you keep
smiling like that?
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e - I'm just.... happy! |

What do you
want from me!






| was just making
coffee. Want any?

Oh, yes please.

Whew:..

Okay, Casey. It's another
day. You got this.

Five minutes later




Oh--
Oh, Sooch. No!
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o Babe, you gotta get
up. You have work to

\

| can't. | fucking
can't. | can't look at
this shit anymore.

And stop calling \
me that!!

I'll stop if you get up. ‘ -

o



Really? How about
some actual food, first.
That would help.

Uh... it's okay Howie!
You don't have to cook
for me.... Seriously.

It's just cereal. | think
| can manage that.

Here, Sooch.
This might help.










So it's your last week
of classes, right Sooch? You
must be happy.

O-oh. Yeah....
It's just a matter of getting
through it, though.

You'll get
through it.

We should do something next
weekend to celebrate!




| feel like | might
be too tired to do any
celebrating.

Aw, come on. You worked your
ass off. You deserve to celebrate.




... think I'll go the
coffee shop to study.

It's the last full
day | get to study and
| can't afford to get
distracted.

Goad luck. Text me
if you need me.

Thanks. I'll see €
you later.




Oh. Yeah....

Well... you two
sure seem like you're much

We had a good night better this morning.
last night. | think we really

needed it.

Last night....
Last night Sooch told
me that he was falling
in love with me.




Whoa.... That's intense.

Are you kidding? It's--
It's insane! If you had any
idea what he and | have been
through to get to this point....

Well, I'm happy for
you, Howie. | really am.










k‘Qh-m god! What the

hell's-wrong with me?!

Come on, Casey! You need to focus!







I guess I should head back.
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Maybe | should go through
my notes one last time.

What? No. You've
studied enough. You
need to sleep.

| think I'm too
nervous to sleep.







shublle

I'm turning
off the light.

shinflle

Hey, quit
hogging all
the covers.

Try to relax and
get some sleep.

You're gonna
do great.
















I'm sorry. You
know how much I...

You need to sleep.

that's enough.....













Here, come eat.

What's.... this?

Breakfast.

You.... made this?

You made this.




. Oh, "all ;
o by yourself"? Alllll by myself.

...In essence. &J
In essence!?
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| mean, you know! |-

Why can't you just
let me have this!?

Because you're
full of shit!

I was managing just
fine without you.

Like hell you were!







..Do you realize the irony in
stepping outside into a public
space for some privacy?

l

Hey, listen. | just
want to say how proud
| am of you.




You should be proud \frﬁ"_.f-‘”
of yourself, too. | know Il '
it wasn't easy.

Classes were rough, and
you were under a lot of pressure.
But you worked your ass off
and ya got through it.

Now go
kill your finals.




( Seeyou later.



















Congratulations!
You're all done.

Don’t congratulate
me yet.... | still have to wait
for my final grades to see if my
probation gets lifted.

| know you
did great.

Oh. Who gave
you that flower?

Actually, I....
got this for you.




Well, yeah...
to thank you.

But, Sooch....
I didn't do anything.

Howie... | wouldn't
have been able to get
through my classes

without you.
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| had a hard time.
| think that | might have
quit, if it weren't for you. You
really had my back during
this whole thing.

You were always supportive %
when | was struggling or stressed

out. And you always tried to take
care of me, even if didn't always
cooperate.

o

And you kept me company
this whole time. You pretty much
gave up your summer to stay
with me, even though you
didn't have to do that.

You always sat with
me when | studied....

I-1-1 know that
it's not much...




| wanted to get you
something nicer, but I'm not--
| can't afford a lot right now--

<,

| just.. When | walked ™2
by, | saw it, and I thought !f

you might like it....
S/

--1 literally just
picked this up from
the convenience store.

You really got
this for me?

Sooch.... | love it.




....This is the first time I've
given a flower to someone.




I wish | had something
more appropriate to

putitin, but...










Okay, okay.
Back up.

What? Do my unwarranted
displays of public affection
make you uncomfortable?

Alright, we get it.
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N
g | don't care that you're
dating but that doesn't mean
| want to see all that.

Why not? | think we're
good looking enough.

You know, you
could mind your
own business.

You are standing
right outside my
bedroom door.

Hey, | think | need
to lay down.




—

Fuck outta

Josh. Would you
like a hug too?

end of chapter seventeen




