


YEARS BECALUSE T DEN'T KNOW IF T HAVE
THE BIGHT WEOBDS To EXPRESS MYSELF.
STILL, T WILL TRY T& SAY WHAT T NEED T2
SA4Y, EVEN THOUSH IT SEEMS DAUNTING AND
LIKE T Wi SEUND FOOLISH. THE FIRST
THING T MUST SAY IS THAT T AM FINALLY
HAPPY. T AM TRULY HAPPY FOR WHAT MAay
BE THE FIRST TIME IN MY ENTIBE LIFE. T
DIDN'T KNSW IF THAT WUl EVER BE

. POSSIBLE. FOB THE LONSGEST TIME, T

| SUFFERBED IN SILENCE. PECFPLE WEEE
ALWAYS 'THERE' FOR ME, BUT I COULDN'T
AVAIL- MYSELF &OF THEIR SUPFOET. THEY
WESULDN'T UNDERSTAND. HOW coULD THEY?
N ONE ELSE T KNEW WAS GOING THEOUGH
WHAT T WAS. N&o ONE ELSE HAD SONE
THROUSGH WHAT T HAD.

T'VE AVEOIDED WRITING THIS LETTER FoRB 1 \




I CAN TELL YU Now! THAT IT GETS
BETTER- I HOFE THAT FELVIDES SOME 1
COMFPOET- NPT THAT Yol ARE HERE
ANYMOEE TE BE ABLE T2 SAVER IT.

EACH DAY, LITTL-E BY LITTLE, THINGS I
IMPROVED FOR ME. T cOULD HARDLY

BEL.IEVE IT- THERE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN S&
MANY THINGS THAT FEL.T &UT OF BEACH.
TANTALIZINGLY CLOSE BUT ETERNALLY
INCHES AWAY FROM MY SBRASP. THE
IMPREOVEMENT I'VE EXPERIENCED HAS
SHOWN ME THAT YOU WERBE BISHT AL-L
ALONSG. BISHT TO FEEL THE WAY YU FELT-
BIGHT T WANT WHAT yoU WANTED.- '

IF I coUlD, T WOULD LIKE T2 TRAVEL
BACK IN TIME T2 SHEW YU WHAT wWallD
BE FOSSIBLE.




YOU'D BE HAPPY T2 HEAR THAT IT'VE
BPEMABRIED. HE'S A HANDSOME, SENERSUS,
THOUSHTFUL MAN. T WAITED A
BESFPEATABLE AMOUNT &OF TIME BEFORE T
BESLUMED DATING OUT OF BESPECT- IT
WASN'T EASY, THOUSH. ONCE THINGS WERE
IMPRAVING, T WANTED TO SET &UT THERE

AND LIVE!

WE MET £ON A SUMMER AFTERNOON. IT HAD
JUST BAINED, 52 THE AR SMELLED THAT
PARTICULAR WAY IT DOES AFTER. I
THOUSHT OF YOU. YoU ALWAYS LOVED THAT
VERY THING. IT'S JUST AS BRIGHT FOR ME
TEDAY AS IT EVER WAS FOR
YOURPOSSIBLY MORBE 50. I FEEL LIKE MY
SENSE OF SMELL HAS BEEN BEBOEN, AND
THE VIBBANCY &OF THE WORLD IS ON
EONTINUOUS DISPLAY FOB ME.

—




DATING WAS NEW ASAIN. YOUR FATHER'S
FASSING WAS TEAUMATIC FOE US ALL- T
ENSW IT NEARLY BUINED YoU. T WISH
THINGS HAD BEEN DIFFERENT. KNSWING
NOW, WE COULD HAVE SOTTEN HELF- ..

I CAN'T HABDLY BEARB THE THOUGHTS. IT'M
SCOEEY. I KNEW THIS WULD BE DIFFICULT.
I DIDN'T BEALIZE IT WOULD BEING UP 5&
MANY FEELINGS FOR ME-

OKAY, BACK T STEVEN. THAT'S HIS NAME,
BY THE WiAY. HE'S THE NICEST, M&ST
CARING MAN TVE EVER HAD THE PRNVILESE
EOF ENCOWING. HE WOULD HAVE LOVED You.-
HE WOULD HAVE SUPPCETED You. HE
WLL-D HAVE BEEN THE KIND OF ROLE
MODEL THAT A SON C2ULD BE PROUD TS
HAVE IN THEIE LIFE.




WE DATED FOE TWE YEARS- BELIEVE ME
WHEN I SAY THAT I WAS EEADY T TIE THE
ENST WHTHIN A MEONTH. STILL., SUE

CLOUBRTSHIF WAS VAL-UABLE IN HELFING ME
CLONFIEM THAT I HAD EEALL Y FOUND THE
FEACE I NEEDED. MY HEAET MIGHT HAVE |
BUN AWAY WITH ME IF IT HADN'T BEEN FOR
CALMER HEADS FEEVAILING.-

MAYBE T/LL TELL YOU ABOUT TAHITI IN
ANSTHER LETTER. IT'S TOO LONG A STORY
TE SOVER HERE. WHAT T NEED T SAY T2
Yl STILL- HAS TS0 MANY WORDS LEFT TS

HF‘

WE WERBE MABBIED IN THE FALL—ON
OETOBER 19TH, IN HONOR OF yYou. EVERY
YEAR T SET A HAPPY SONVERSENCE OF
MEMOBIES AS MY ANNIVEESAEY

APPEDOACHES.-
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BEINS MARBRBIED ASAIN IS EXACTLY HOW You
DESCREIBED IT. I NEVER SHOULD HAVE
DOUBTED IT. 1

T £BY SOMETIMES WHEN THINKING ABOUT
HOW YOUR LIFE coULD HAVE SONE. IT-.. |
DOESN'T SEEM FAIR. T WANT YoU T kNOW
THAT I TRY T2 LIVE THE BEST LIFE IN THAT
SPIRIT EVERY DAY. EACH DAY T WAKE UP
NEXT T& STEVEN, I'M BREMINDED OF YouR
SACRIFICES, STRUSSLES, AND THE way you
PERSEVERED AS BEST YOoU KNEW HOW. T
CAN'T FATHEM LIVING THAT LIFE. IT'S NOT
THE LIFE T'VE COME TE KNSW AND
APPRECIATE S& DEABLY.-

I SOUND TEEBRBIBL-E. T SHOULDN'T BE
WIAXING SN ABSUT How &20D T HAVE IT- AS
TERRIBLE AS THAT MAY SSOUND Now!, T
THINKE IT WOULD MAKE YU HAPPY T ENOW.
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MY THERAFIST AGEEED THAT I HAD T& WRITE
THIS NEXT FAET- IT FEELS £DD T& SHARE
SOMETHING 52 INTIMATE, BUT HERE &LES.-

SEX WITH STEVEN 15 WONDEEFUL. -
THERE, T SAID IT- ISN'T THAT ENSUSH T

T HAVE WRITTEN, BEWRITTEN, ERASED,
TOBN, AND CBIED OVER THIS SECTION A
DOZEN TIMES ALBEADY. T KNOW WHAT T
ENEW, AND T BELIEVE IT T2 BE &O0D. THAT
SHOULD BE ENOUSH.

ceFINE. ONE MOBE DETAIL.-
HE'S AS cARING IN BED AS HE IS WITH HIS

WOBDS. AS HIS WOBDS CABESS A WOUNDED
HEART, HIS HANDS CARESS AN ACHING BODY.

-
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FEORSIVE ME- BCENSOWLEDSING THAT PART
&F MYSELF HAS NEVER BEEN EASY. 2DDLY
ENOUSH, WRITING A LETTER T& A PERSON 1
WHE N LEONGER EXISTS DOESN'T MAKE IT
ANY EASIEE.-

T WISH 52 HARD THAT you coULD HAVE
ENCWN WHAT I KENSW NoW. WE Wadl.D
HAVE SOTTEN THE FAIRY TAL-E ENDING WE
EACH DESERVED, AND WE'D 5TILL BE
TEXSETHER -

T AVOID THE TRAIN STATION- T CAN'T STAND

TO BE NEAR IT- THE SOUND OF THE HOBN AS
IT CBOSSES A STREET MAKES ME SICK- HOW |
MANY WAYS AND HOW MANY TIMES WiLL I |
HAVE TO BEVEAL MY TEARS TO YOU IN THIS
LETTER?

THE PAPER |5 STAINED BY My TEAES.

l'"lE‘:.

[T




I PUT THIS LLETTERE AWAY FOR SEVERAL
DAYS. I WAS DEEADING SHARING THIS NEXT
PART. HOW AN A MOTHER BE 52 cRUEL ¥

BUT FIEST, I MUST TELL YoU BRLADLY
ABSUT BEING A MOTHEE 5& Yol MAY coME
TE UNDEESTAND WHAT I HAVE L-EAEBNED AND
HOW T NOwW BELATE T2 THE WoRLD.
SIMPLY BEING A WEMAN DEES NEOT EQUATE
TE MOTHERBHOOD. IT'S A UNIRUE
PEEFORMANCE UNTZD ITSELF—A MANNER

OF NURBTURING, LLVING, AND EXISTENCE
THAT EXTENDS BEYOND THE CONFINES OF A
MORTAL FORM. S92, T2 5AY T AM A MOTHER
IS TS OFFER ME PRAISE AND RELOSNITION
FEOR HOW! MY VERY STATE OF THINKING IS
EXPERIENCED-

T SIMPLY MUST NUBTURE. IT'S IN MY VERY
CORE NATURBE TS D2 5.




I FIEST BECLSNIZED THIS &UALITY WHEN T
VOLUNTEERED AT YOLUR ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL. T DOEN'T KENSOW WHAT COMPELLED
ME TL BEACK £UT, BUT I DID. IT WAS
SCARY T& D2 52 EVEN. I WEONDERED T
MYSELF IF THE SCHOCL WEUL-D EBEJECT MY
LFFER OF TIME-

OF COURSE, THEY DID N& SUCH THING- THEIR
WABMNESS IN WELCOMING ME INTE THEIRE
SOMMUNITY WAS ONE OF THE CBITICAL
MOMENTS IN HEALING MY HEART. T DIDN'T
ENSW T WoULD BE BAKING S22 MANY
CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIES. T MAY HAVE
INVESTED IN FLLUR IF I HAD.

SEEING THE FACES ©OF THE kIDS, TEENS,
AND PARBENTS AS THEY BIT INTS ONE &F MY
EONFECTIONARIES SEALED THE DEAL.. T
WS HODKED ON HELFPING OTHERS.




IT'S A MOTIVATIONAL FACTOR IN ITS SN
BISHT, 8UT I THOUSGHT THEEE MiGHT BE
MOBE T2 TAP INTS-

SOMETHING MORBE PERSONAL -
SOMETHING MORBE... ME.

THINGS CONTINUED T2 IMPBOVE FOR ME
EVER THE COMING MONTHS. MY
LUNSPEAKABLE ANGUISH WAS N& LONGER
DEOMINATING MY LIFE. T HAD A CONNELTION,
A PUBFOSE, AND SOMETHING TE Lok
FORWARD Te.

T HAD N2 BEASON T BEFLECT ON THE
PAST FORB THE FIBST TIME IN A VEBY LONS
WHILE. T WAS DREAMING Bis. T WOULDN'T
BE DENIED THE FUTURE I HAD AL-WAYS
WANTED FER MYSELF-




ENE THING LED TE ANCTHEE, AND WEL.L-,
STEVEN AND I HAD A VEEBY SERILUS
ELONVERSATIEN -

T IMMEDIATEL Y KNEW MY ANSWER, BUT T
ENTERTAINED THE OFPPOSING POSITION &UT |
&F BESPELT FOR STEVEMN. IT SEEMED FAIR,
SIVEN HOW Bis OF A STEF IT WAS FORB US
AND HOW RISKY IT WoULD BE FOR ME.

LET ME TELL You, YOU'VE NEVER BEEN
BEAD THE BIOT ACT LIKE Y&U ARE WHEN you
&0 TO YOUR DOCTOR AT 48 AND ASK ABOUT
WHAT T ASKED ABOUT-

T2 SAY THE FEAR ©F 52D WAS PLACZED IN
ME WULD BE AN UNDERSTATEMENT -
STil-L, T HAD ALREADY MADE UP MY MIND-
STEVEN AND I WERE &2INS T2 TRY FOR A
BABY OF OUR SWN-




NEOW 1S THE FAET WHEEE I Wil-L- TELL Yol
ABLUT YOUR HALF-BEOTHERE EDWARD. HE'S
THEEE YEARS 2LD NOw/. TIME EEALLY DOES
FLY. IT'S HARD Te BELIEVE. I NEVEE
UNDEESTLLD THAT BEFLRE, BUT BAISING A
EHILD PUTS THE WORLLD IN PERSFECTIVE IN
A WAY LIKE N& OTHER-

T THINK HE WoULD HAVE LIKED YoU. HE
SETS EXCITED ABOUT A LOT OF THE SAME
THINGS. HE LIKES CARTOONS, TELLING
FANCIFUL STORIES OF ADVENTURES, AND HE
LIKES DRPESSES. HE DOESN'T SAY ANYTHING
ABSUT WANTING TS BE A &iBL.- HE DEESN'T
SAY THAT HE IS ONE ALREADY, EITHER. HE
JUST LIKES DRESSES. IT'M HAPFPY TS SHABE
THAT HE IS LOVED AND SUPFPORTED BY HIS
FPABENTS EUALLY AND CONTINUSUSLY WITH
THIS KENCWLEDSE WIDELY KNOWN.




STEVEN ENOWS. HE ENOWS ABOUT yoUR
HISTEREY. T WAS TEERIFIED WHEN I ToOLD
HIM- IT SHOULDN'T HAVE BEEN EVEN A BLIF
SN MY BADAR, BUT &OINGE THECUSH WHAT
IVE &ONE THROUGH LEAVES A PERSON
SCAREED-

STEVEN WAS A PEBFELT SENTLEMAN AND
IMMEDIATELY SHARED HIS SUPPORT- WE
MADE LEVE THAT NIGHT. T BEMEMBER IT
VIVIDLY. I WAS 5¢ SUBE THAT I'D NEVER
SEE HIM ABAIN, BUT INSTEAD, HE SHOWED
ME HOW MUCH HE VALLUED ME AND HOwW
LITTLE THIS 'NEWS' MATTERED TZ HOW HE
WIOLLD SONTINUE TS FEEL..

IF I HAVEN'T SAID IT ALREADY, STEVEN IS A
Fnurgm HUSBAND AND A TREMENDOUS




BEING FEESGNANT... A=AIN.-. WAS A WEIRD
EXPERIENCE, T2 SAY THE LEAST. STEVEN
WAS SUPFOETIVE AS I EXFERIENCED
MOENING SICKENESS. T DON'T BELIEVE You
KNEW THIS BEFORE, BUT T HADN'T
EXFEERIENCED THAT SYMFTEM WHEN I WAS
FEESNANT WITH You.

IT FEELS LIKE A LIFETIME BEMEVED,
BEMEMBERING BACK ON BEING PRESNANT
WATH YoU. IT'S STRANGE HEOw THAT
MEMORY POPS INTO MY MIND EASILY NOW.
T SUESS THAT'S FABRT OF THIS WHOLE
HEAL.ING PROCESS. T BEMEMBER A LOT OF
THINGS NOW THAT T S2ULDN'T BIGHT
AFTER... THE EVENT-

BEING PRESNANT WITH EDWARD WAS STILL
' DIFFERENT ENOUGH T& WARRANT TELLING
You ABOUT IT.




IF I MAY, I'D LIKE T& BE A TAD INDELICATE
FoR A MOMENT. FEESNANCY MAKES BLOLOBS
| HURT. NOT IN A 6220 WAY, EITHEE. I KNSW
YU WERBE THINKING ABSUT IT-

THEY GET BIGGEE, SUBE. THAT'S ALWAYS A
BONUS. THEY LO2kK DIFFERENT WITH
DABKEE NIPPLES, AND THAT'S ALL JUST
BIOLOSY SETTING THINGS BEADY FOR
BREASTFEEDING A BABY. BUT THEY AL5&
ACHE! TOUCHING THEM CAN FEEL LIKE A
THOUSAND NEEDLES BEING JABBED INTS2
THEM. OF, AL-TERNATIVEL Y, LIKE SGETTING
PUNCHED IN THE CROTLH.

OH, ON THE TOPIC, CALLING SOMEONE A
\PUSSY' IS A TERRIBL-E DENIGRATION. IT'S
FACTUALLY INCORBRELT. A PUSSY AN TAKE
' A POUNDING AND KEEP ON &2ING JUST

FINE. TRUST ME...




52, Bo2BS TUBN
ASAINST vou
DURING PRESNANCY,
BUT 52 DOES YouUR
HOBMONES. T WAS
S ek T ANGEER
THAT STEVEN HAD A
STANDING ORDER
FER A GUABT OF
EHOCOLATE-MINT
I2E CREAM AT THE
EROCER.

HE WelLD sSToP
OFF EVERY DAY T&
PiCK ONE UP. MIND
Yeou, I DID NOT EAT

A QUABT OF ICE
ZREAM A DAY. N&,
STEVEN JUST WAS
THAT COMMITTED T
ENSURING THAT I
WEULDN'T &
WATHESUT IN THE
EVENT THAT MY
BODY COULDN'T
TAKE THE STRESS
OF PRESNANCY
HEBMONES.-




STRETEH MARKS ABE
A THING, TOO. THEY
HUBT A LITTLE. LIKE
A BIT OF AN ACHE,
BUT ONCE IT
STARTS, THERE'S
N& STEOPPING THEM.

STEVEN CALLS THEM
MY TIGER STEIPES
AND ZONTINUES T2
TELL ME I'M
S8EAUTIFUL-. IT
HELPS, BUT I WiSH
I HAD BEEN MOEE
DILIGENT WITH THE

LOTIONS. MAYBE T
WSULDN'T HAVE
SOTTEN THEM 82
Ban?

THE FIRST
TEIMESTER
CONCLUDED WITH
SORE BOOBS AND
THE CESSATION OF
MY MOBNING
SICKNESS. THANK
SOODNESS.




THE SECOND
TRIMESTER WAS A
COMPARATIVE
BEEEZE. WE &2T
OUR UL TRASOUND.-
ALl THE TEST
RESULTS LOOKED
NEOBMAL, 52 WE
TOLD OUR
EXTENDED
FAMILIES. THAT LED
TO STEVEN'S
MOTHER DOTING ON
ME CONSTANTLY
FOR THE NEXT SiX
MEONTHS.

IT WSLULD HAVE
BEEN NICER IF SHE
HAD HEL-FED £2UT
MOBE AFTER
EDWARD WAS BORN.-
HER 'BREAST IS
BEST' LINE &OT
BREALLY TIRED AFTER
I &OT MASTITIS.

PRO TiP: DON'T SET
SucKs!




FER THE THIRD
TRIMESTER, I WILL
&LOSS OVERE THE
DETAILS MOSTLY-
HEEE AEE THE MAIN
FOINTS:

1. OH MY
SOODNESS SO
HEBNY ALL THE
TIME. THANK &OD
FOR MEN.-
SPECIFICALLY
STEVEN.-

2. LEAKING BOOBS T
BEALLYT

3. BABIES MOVE A
LLOT.

. MOVING BABIES
ABE MUBDER ON
YOUR BLADDER.

5. EFIDUBAL T YES,
PLEASE. IN FACT,
TLL TAKE TWo.

&. MIBACLE OF
BiBTH, ¥4 DA ¥A DA.--
7o OH MY, T HAVE A
LITTLE BABY, AND I
IMMEDIATELY LOVE
Him S




S5SH, BEMEMBEREING THESE THINGS
15 STIERING UP LTS OF FEELINGS '

AND MEMSLEIES. I WAS 5& HOFEFUL-.-. |
YoU WERE 52 OPTIMISTIEC-

THINGES WULD CHANGE, AND THEY
WILD GET BETTEE- I BEMEMBEE
Yo FEELING THAT WAY. Yol ALWAYS
HAD MY SUPPORT. MY SUPPORT...

WHAT c2ULD T HAVE DONE
DIFFERENTL.Y?

WHAT SHOULD T HAVE DONE
DIFFERENTLY?

AFTER DISCUSSING IT WITH MY
THERAFPIST, HE SAYS THAT I NEED T2
'FORASIVE' MYSELF FOR NOT TAKING
ACTION- T'VE BEEN SOING FOR 52 .
LEONG New) THAT T ACTUALLY FEEL !
LIKE I BELIEVE HiM.-

IT'S ALl MIXED UP, THOUSH.




THINGS CHANGED 52 BAFIDLY. I MADE
THE DECISION 52 SOCN AFTER THE
EVENT. I HAD WANTED IT F&2R 52
L-ONG. Yl HAD..-.

WHEN I &EABBED THAT Flll-.--

MY FUTURE WAS AL-L- NEW, FEESH, HisH
FOTENTIAL, HiGH EEWAED, 8UT AL-S&.--
HisH BISK-

THE EFFECTS STARTED &UlckLY- you
WERBE 5¢& EXCITED. THE PAIN WASN'T

EXPEEBIENCE WASN'T ToL BAD. T
THOUGHT IT MISGHT HUEBT-

WE WERE PLEASANTLY SUBFRISED.
WE. .-

WE &2T T2 ENJOY SOMETHING FOR A
MOMENT AFTER FEELING 52 LOW-

NEW, IT ALL FEELS LIKE A MEMOBY.




A FADED MEMIEY AT THAT.

YOURESSENCE.-- [T HAS.-- LASTING
EFFECTS ON Yol MIND. WELL, MY
MIND-

I CAN STiLL RBEMEMBER SUR LIFE,
DEN'T GET ME WRBENG. THINGS ABE
JUST... FUZZIER. IT'S NET AS
ELEAR-CUT AS IT MIGHT SEEM.

T ENEW WHE T AM AND WHAT T'M
DOING. THIS LETTER WILL BE SENT T2
N SNE, NOT BECAUSE THEY ARE
SONE_NOT LIKE THAT, AT L.EAST-

MY WORDS ARE REACHING THEIR
INTENDED BREZIPIENT. EVERY WORBD
DOES.

My SON' IS SONE, BUT NEVER FAR
AWAY IN MY THOUGHTS.

I WISH THIS WERBE EASIER T&
EXFPRESS.-

=y




N ONE CAN EVER FIND THIS. IT
WULD BUIN US. T HAVE T PROTELT
MY NEW FAMILY AT ALL £OSTS.
THERE'S N& CATHARSIS THAT'S WORTH
JEOPARDIZING THEIR SAFETY-

51".'::'".
arandlfSTara LET IT BIP-

I'M SCBRY, T FOBSOT THAT T WAS
BEALLY YOU. WHEN yYoU DECIDED T&
TAKE MEoM'S YOURESSENCE AFTER HER
ACCIDENT AND PEETEND THAT IT WAS
'WME' Wi PASSED AwAY INSTEAD.--
WELL, T NEVER THOUGHT THAT T
WEULD FORSET.-

HoW coULb IT#

YOURESSENCE IS5 BEGULATED FOR A
BEASON. MISUSE IS HIGHLY
PENALIZED. IT'S NOT LIKE THEBE IS A
MANUAL ON HOW TE TAKE SOMEONE
ELSE’'S DOSES SUCCESSFLULLY.

;-_.t.l
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TE BE CLEAE, T AM AN IMPLOSTEE. I
TEOK MY MOTHER'S YOURBESSENCE
AFTEE HER DEATH AND CABEIED &N
WHTH HER LIFE AS THOUGH IT WEEE MY
EWIN -

T WENT YEARS WITHOUT MUCH
CONTACT WITH THE OUTSIDE WORLD.-
IT MADE THINGS... AWKWARD. T
STEUSSLED, BUT T FINALLY HAD A
BEDY THAT DIDN'T MAKE ME HATE
MYSELF. THAT WAS A BELIEF, AT
LEAST.

WHEN I STARTED ENSASING WITH
FEOPLE FBOM THE PAST, THAT'S WHEN

THINGS STARTED T SET
EOMPLICATED.

T STARTED T FEEL DIFFERENT- IT'S
NET JUST ABSOUT BEING IN A WEMAN'S
BODY. THAT WAS DIFFERENT RiSHT
AwAy. IT WAS "BIGHTY FOB ME,
THEOUSH.

:‘?rr"..




TEDAY, T'VE BEEN BEMEMBERING
MYSELF. A FEW YEAERS AFTER THE
EVENT, THE SAME THING HAFFENED,
EXCEPT WITH MoM’'S MEMORBIES. T
STARTED T2 BEMEMBER EVENTS IN
MOM'S LIFE—NOT JUST EVENTS BUT
FEELINGS AND MAYBE EVEN... HER
THEOUGHTS -

I BEMEMBEER &ROWING UF WEARING
DERESSES AND FPLAYING WITH DELLS-. T
BEMEMBER MEETING DAD AS A YOUNS
WeaMAN. T REMEMBER BEING INTIMATE
F&oR THE FIEST TIME.

THESE MEMORIES STARTED T2 MAKE
MY THOUSGHTS MORE... COMPLICATED.

I FELT LIKE MY CHOICES WERE
INFLUENCED BY OTHER FORLES.-
FOREIGN FORLES..-

I THOUGHT MEM WAS INFLUENCING ME
FROM BEYOND.-

:\.'l:-L.
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I LATERE L.EABNED THAT THIS WAS AL-L J
A SIDE-EFFECT &F TAKING SOMESNE
ELSE’'S YOUBESSENCE. I CONSIDERED
THAT I MISHT HAVE BEEN &DINE CEAZY |
F&E A WHILE.

WITH THIS CONFLIET &2ING ON, IT II
STARTED T2 BESOME EASIER TE THINK
&F MYSELF AS MADELINE, AS MOM. T
SUFFOSE THAT WAS THE STAET &F MY |
FORSETTING WHS I REALLY AM. WHEN
STEVEN SUSSESTED I SEE A

THERAPIST ABLUT MYy POST-FPARTUM
DEPBESSION, I DIDN'T EXPECT Te

SPEND 52 MUCH TIME TALKING ABOUT
THE PERSON THAT I USED To BE.-

IT'S PERVERSE IN 4 wWar- T wAas

TALKING TE MY THEBAPIST ABSUT
MYSELF THROUSH THE LLENS &OF ME |
THAT MY MEBSED SELF HAD CREATED

OF ME. T BELIEVED WITH MY EVEEY

FIBEE THAT ‘MY SON’ HAD DIED WHEN

THE EXACT OFPPOSITE WAS THE TRUTH-




I WiSH I coULl-D S5AY THAT I
BEMEMBEEED EIGHT AW/AY. THAT WHEN
THE THERAFIST STAETED DREILLINS
INTE MY DEATH THAT, IT WEULD

TR FER ALL- MY MEMIEIES BiGHT
THERE ON THE SFPOT.

IT DIDN T-re T'M SOBRY-.. T GLUESS TO
MYSELF.

BEING A MOTHER IS A FULL-TIME J2B.
BEING A HOMEMAKEER 15 A FUL-L-TIME
S2B. BEING SOMEONE WITH TwW2
IDENTITIES DIDN'T MAKE THAT EASIER.

I BEJECTED THE SENSATIONS OF MY
SENSE OF SELF- I DIDN'T WANT THE
EXTRA BUBDEN. I DIDN'T KNSOW IF T
LD TAKE IT-

WHEN I FINALLY RBEMEMBERED THAT
FATEFUL DAY, T CRIED FOR WHAT FELT
LIKE HOUES. STEVEN TRIED T2
ECLMFEBT ME-




EVENTUALLY, MY THERAPIST
SUSSESTED T WRITE THIS LETTER.
NEW THAT T'VE FINALLY OPENED UP, T
HAVE T ADMIT THAT T AM FEELING
BETTER. HOW £AN T FAIL- 'My SN/
WHEN THAT PERSON IS ME?

IT'S A SILLY THOUSHT .-

T BEMEMBER HoW PAINFUL MY LIFE
WIS, THOUSH. GENDER DYSPHORIA IS
N JOKE. DAD DID NET MAKE THAT
BETTER- MEM WAS A BIT OF A BELIEF;
SHE DIDN'T PUSH THE TEXICITY ONTE
ME. SHE DIDN'T BEALLY UNDERSTAND
WHAT IT MEANT T2 BE TRANS,
HOWEVER. 52, EDWARBD CLEABLY HAS
IT BETTER THAN I DID. 82, THERE
MUST BE SOME OF THE ORIGINAL ME
IN My PERSONALITY: EVEN IF T DON'T
SPECIFICALLY BECOSGNIZE IT WHEN IT
IS THERE.

I FEEL LIKE I CAN BE 'ME’ EVEN
MOBE NOW THAT T WRITE THIS.-




EEMEMBERING BACK T2 DAY 1, T WAS
S EXCITED TL TAKE &N THIS NEW
CHAFTER &F MY LIFE. NOWw, T AN
HEONESTLY SAY THAT I EMBRACED IT
FUL-L-Y-

T'M A MOTHER, NOT JUST THAT I 1
BREMEMBER FARBENTING MYSELF. N&, T
FERSONALLY EXFERIENCED THE
WHEN-E THING. I HAVE THE STERETCH
MARBKS TL FROVE IT. MY NIFFLES
WERE BIT By EDWARD T2 MANY
TIMES TO FORSET BREASTFEEDING. I
HAVE A LOVING HUSBAND AND A
HEALTHY SEX LIFE. T HAVE
SIBLFRIENDS AND PLAY EUCHRE WITH
THEM BESULARL Y.

ALL THOSE THINGS I WISHED £OULD
BE TRLE.-. .

THEY CAME TELE.
I AM MADELINE, MOTHERE OF EDWARD.




T'VE CRIED T2 MANY TEARS &VER
THIS L-ETTEE N&W,.-.

EEAL-LY.--

T HAVE DONE WHAT T NEEDED TO DO T
CONFRONTED THE DEMONS THAT ARE A
PART OF ME. IN FACT, MY SECRET
ISN'T JUST A PART &OF ME. IT.-- IS.-.
ME.

S, FOB THE LAST TIME, JEREMY, T
AM SOBBY. I, FOBMERLY JEBEMY,
NEOW MADELINE, APOLLOGIZE FOB MY
MISDEEDS: FOBSETTING MYSELF,
LOSING THE TRUTH THAT I CARRIED,
AND MISATTRIBUTING THE MEMORBY OF
MY '\SELF' T2 ANOTHER.

T WEON'T FOBSET ASAIN-
I CAN'T FORSET-

F it

{




1
AN NEVEE ADMIT ANY &F THIS- J
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I WilL- SAY MY FINAL- FIECE. I HAVE !
THE LIFE I WANTED. I HAVE THE |
FPELPLE IN IT I NEED. I WiL-L- N&T
AFPSHALEIZE FOR WHS I AM &2 WHAT I
WANT . HOW T SOT IT, OB HOW I KEEP

IT EVER A=AIN.-

T Wikl CLOSE WITH MY AFFIBMATIONS-

I HAVE S& MANY THINGS WOBTH |
FIGHTING FORB. WITH THIS FIGHT
CONCLUDED, T WiLL ENJOY A NEW
PEACE-




| I LOVE MY HUSBAND.

.







| I LLVE MY SON, JEREMY.

.




| I LOVE MY UNBOEN DAUSHTER-

.




| I LOVE MY HUSBAND.




¥ |
| LEWVE ALWAYS, MADELINE !
= . - L
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