Struga v Zalgiris Picks and Analysis 

Score Prediction. 1-0/2-0. Vilnius Zalgiris

Picks:

Vilnius Zalgiris ML +110


The second leg of the Champions League First Round Qualifiers between FC Struga Trim Lum and Vilnius FK Zalgiris takes place this week with both teams all squared up after a slow but one sided first leg. Currently 0-0 on aggregate scoring, neither team comes into this match with any kind of advantage and both teams will need to go for goals here. After the first leg, it’s safe to say that Vilnius did look like the more dominant side but weren’t able to find a goal in the process. Now they’ll have to travel to North Macedonia for the second league with the goal of finding victory on the road.

First Leg Review
Looking back at the first leg, to a lot of people it was a bit of a boring match. Nothing like watching a 90-minute match that ends 0-0 with two of the best scoring teams in their respective leagues, right? Well while it might not be the most exciting thing, there’s a lot of takeaways that we can find from that first match. Vilnius had home-field advantage in that first leg, and they looked to be the far superior team. They dominated all and every match statistic but weren’t able to finish in the final third. Possession, shots, shots on target, attacks, dangerous attacks, corners – everything was coming up Zalgiris except for goals. Struga appeared to have the gameplan of “Park the bus” and focus on defense. A 0-0, as frustrating as an outcome was for Zalgiris, it was a perfect score for Struga to take this second leg at home.
Second Leg Expectations 

Even though this second leg takes place in North Macedonia, the slight favorites do remain to be Lithuanian side Vilnius Zalgiris, and it’s hard to disagree. While even on score Struga looked to be vastly outclassed coming into this. Struga are a team where home-field advantage doesn’t seem to be much of a thing. Struga are winless in their last two home matches, conceding two goals in each of those matches against teams that were wildly worse than their Lithuanian opponents. While Zalgiris didn’t score in their first leg, that seemed to be a bit of an anomaly. Zalgiris had scored 14 goals in their previous four games before the UCL qualifiers, and I expect them to return to their winning ways, with their big dog Mathias Oyewusi Kehinde leading the charge, as he looks to return to his goal scoring ways. 

