May Shingworks Tutorial: Coloring with Masks
~support material worksheet~

HELLO!! And welcome to the support material worksheet :]

The purpose of this worksheet is to help you practice the concepts introduced
in the tutorial and to help you apply these concepts to your own work! | do not
want you to mechanically follow a numbered list of steps, cuz that sucks and
is hella boring. No, the goal here is to help you fully understand HOW this
method works, WHEN is the best time to use it, and WHY this method is
important to you personally.

This worksheet will be divided into 3 sections
@® General practice- a place to apply the concepts on your own!
@® Advanced practice- a challenge to test your deeper understanding
@® Applied practice- where you apply the methods to your own work

You'll also have the option, at the $30 tier, to have me check/ correct your
completed homework for you, look at your photoshop homework files and
give advice, and to ask me any questions about the material via email. You’ll
also have access to a forum for that month’s material to talk to other folks and
share your work, if you want!

Good luck, and have fun learning~
-Der



May Shingworks Tutorial: Coloring with Masks
~support material worksheet~

General practice: Complete this section using the provided file example.PSD

OK | lied we’re doing a bunch of steps... this is just practice though. We are going to fill an object
using masks.

General Practice 1: what is happening
Let’s start from the basics and pretend you’ve never done this before
1. Make sure you’re in the General Practice 1 group
2. The layers are arranged like this, lines on top, and flats on the bottom! You can see flats has a
layer mask attached to it already :] What color is the mask right now?
3. Select the layer mask thumbnail. Using a WHITE brush of any kind, color in our bud’s tail

General Practice 2: gotta go fast
You did it! And while coloring by hand is fun, it’s also pretty slow. Let’s go faster.
1. Check out the General Practice 2 group
Using the paint bucket tool (g), flood fill the flats layer with a color of your choice
Using the magic wand (w), select the outside of the /ines layer
On the menu, go to select> modify> expand (2px)
Go back to your flats layer and hit dat mask...
woah, what happened? (literally describe what you see on your mask thumbnail)
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6. Let’s practice a quick fix... hit ctrl/+i
what does ctr/+i do? What does your mask thumbnail show now?

7. Let’s take it one step further. Select the eyeballs on the /ines layer, and expand 2px. Use the
paint bucket (g) to color the eyes a different color on the flats layer.

General Practice 3: throwing shade
You should have the basic idea of masks in your head now! Now let’s use masks more to cel shade
1. Hop into the General Practice 3 group
2. We have a flatted friend waiting for us already. Above the flats layer create a new layer and
name it shadows. Hold down the alt key and click the line between the two layers to clip it
Fill it with purple (I used #9b00b8). Set the blending mode of shadows to multiply 50%
Apply a layer mask to shadows and invert it
Using a hard edged brush, paint in shadows based on a light source coming from the right
Above the shadows layer, create and clip a new layer and name it highlights
Fill it with orange (I used #ffa200) and set the blending mode to linear dodge (add) 100%, or
if you don’t have it, a similar blending mode like screen. Apply mask and invert it
8. Using a hard edged brush, paint in a few hilights
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Advanced practice: Complete this section by writing your answer

1. | am painting several illustrations of the exact same scene, with the same direction of
lighting, but with different colors and lighting intensity. Give me three good reasons that
would convince me to try layer masks. If you can’t convince me | will stop being your best
friend, so make it good.

2. Your suspicious friend (me) thinks that this layer mask business might make my illustrations
look too stiff and artificial. WHAT NOW what do you say now

3. You got commissioned to paint a wedding image, featuring the bride wearing a veil. Your
client wants to see various levels of opacity and the bride’s face showing through. How would
you organize your layers so you can get these options to your client and get PAIDDD
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Applied practice: Some actual work for you to do on your own!

1. Warm-up
a. Do a fast mock-up of just one (1) image described in Advanced Practice questions 3

and one (1) image described in Advanced Practice question 5. By “fast” | mean this
should take you no more than 30 mins, but more like 15. The quality of the art is not
the point; the point is to show that you know how to use layer masks to make fast
changes to existing assets. Please have at least one layer for the face and one layer
for the veil, but you can include more layers if you want or need to.
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b. Do a fast mockup of the two (2) ways you could set up the image described in
Advance Practice question 4. Work small and focus on making this a FLEXIBLE image
to modify; the actual art itself is not the point, | just want to see how you’re thinking!

2. Forreals
a. Draw and color a character in your own style that integrates layer masks in some way.
You DO NOT have to use every single method we went over, but also I'd like you to
b. write a paragraph explaining what method you chose to use, and why it works well
with your personal style and method of working.
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