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CHAPTER 1: SMALL TOWN BLUES

ELEX, HOW MANY OF THEM
ARE STILL FOLLOWING US?

NONE OF THEM HAVE
DROPPED PLIRSUIT YET, THERE
ARE STILL FOUR SHIPS
TO OUR AFT, SIR.

EPRP.... WE'PE
NEVER &0INE TO LOSE
THEM LIKE THIS,

{-_ HAVE YOLU FOLIND
— . A LANDING SITE YET?
3 y p-\ /L /
I AM AFRAID

50, 5le.
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YES, SIR. THERE IS
ONMLY ONE PLANET IN

RANGE OF OUR CURRENT
FLIGHT CAPABILITIES.

HOW IS THAT POSSIBLE!?
WE'RE IN THE MIDOLE OF A
STAR SYSTEM

I AM AFRAID MY
NAVIGATIONAL SYSTEMS
HAVE BEEN DAMASED
TOO sADLY, SIe...

..WE ARE LOCKED INTO
OUR CURRENT TRAJECTORY. OUR
ONLY CHANCE TO LAND 1S TO
ENTER A PASSING ORBIT

AND DESCEND.

50... WHAT'S
THE CATCH?

ABSOLUTELY NOT/
MAINTAIN HEADING AND LAND
SOMEWHERE ELSE.

THE NEXT CHANCE WE
WILL HAVE TO LAND IS OQVER
FOUR HUNDRED LISHTYEARS AWAY.
WE WOLILD NOT EVEN MAKE IT
102 OF THAT DISTANCE IN
OUR CURRENT STATE.




I'M NOT eQINE
TO LAND OMN ANY
INHABITED PLANET WITH
THESE MONSTERS
ON Oue TAIL!

I ESPECIALLY NOT
ONE AS LUNDERDEVELOPED
AS EARTH,

SlIe, THE DESTRUCTION
OF A SINELE PLANET WOULD
MEAN NOTHINE COMPARED TO
MY MODULE BEING CAPTURED
BY THE ENEMY. /

AND BESIDES...

..IF QUR PURSUERS
ARE WHO WE ASSUME
THEM TO BE...
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«THEN THEY WILL
BE VISITING EARTH
SOON ENOUEH ON
THEIZ OWN.




UeH... I
HATE IT WHEN

b \
\ YOU'RE RIEHT.
\""'-- - ---------‘H—""---.

¥ MY APOLOSIES,
Sie. T WILL TRY TO BE
LESS CORRECT IN
THE FUTURE. / HOW CLOSE
ARE WE TO LANDING
DISTANCE?!

APPROXIMATELY SEVEN
MILLION KILOMETERS. WE
WILL HIT ATMOSPHERE
IN FIVE MINUTES -
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L WE'RE NOT !
(. CONNA LAST

THAT LON&! \
1 ARE WE CLOSE

ENOLEH FOR ME
TO 6ET THERE ON




5Ie, IT IS NOT
ADVISABLE TO--

u CHANCE THAT YOU WILL

SURVIVE ATMOSPHERIC
WE DON'T HAVE TIME ’ ENTRY 8Y YOURSELF
FOR WHAT'S "ADVISABLE'! /

CAN T MAKE IT?
) .

BETTER
QOPS THAN I'VE €0T
RIGHT NOW.










YOU'RE PIPER, RIGHT?
THE NEW KID? T SIT BEHIND
YOU IN 6E0. SEAN.

LH... HI. YOU ADDED ME
%, ON FACEBQOK, I THINK.

YEAH, T DID. YOU NEVER e
PESPONDED, THOLGH, S

I &0T LIKE...
THREE MILLION
FRIEND REQUESTS
WHEN I MOVED HERE.
I DON'T EVEN PECOEGNIZE
HALF OF THEM.




H HEY, IF YOU'RE FREE...

AFTER SCHOOL, ME AND A FEW g < M
OF MY FRIENDS ARE HEADING DOWN ey
TO THE PIER. THERE'S THIS AWESOME —— .
ABANDONED WAREHOUSE WE'VE BEEN
WANTING TO SNEAK INTO.

I'LL ADD YOU
WHEN I GET HOME
TONISHT, THOLIGH.

I DON'T THINK T
CAN. DAD HAS SOME
STUPID THING PLANNED
FOR TONIGHT. HE WON'T
TELL ME WHAT IT IS, BUT
APPARENTLY 1 HAVE
TO BE THERE.

OH, ALRIGHT, UH...
MAYBE ANOTHER TIMEZ,

YEAH, ANOTHER
TIME FOR SLPE...







WELL, WE HAVEN'T HAD
A PROPER HOMECOMING
PARTY FOR YOU AND &ILL
SINCE YOU MOVED IN.

I WANTED TO
MAKE YOU &LYS
FEEL WELCOME.

DON'T EVEN KNOW
THESE PEOPLE.




THEY'@E ALL FEROM
THE NEISHEBORHOOQOD AND CHURCH.
YOU'LL SEE THEM A LOT. THIS IS
YOUR CHANCE TO MEET SOME
NEW PEOPLE!

I DON'T WANT TO
MEET NEW PEQOPLE.
I DIDN'T WANT TO MOVE
OUT HERE IN THE
FIRST PLACE.

PIPER, HONEY ...
WE'VE ALREADY HAD
THIS DISCLUSSION. I HAD
AS LITTLE SAY IN IT
AS YOU DID...

50 YOU DECIDED
TO CELEBRATE WITH
\_ A BLOCK PARTY?

THE JUDEE DECIOED
THAT YOU AND &ILL SHOULD
MOVE IN WITH ME AFTER YOLIR
MOTHER'S ACCIDENT.

o

I WANTED TO
DO SOMETHING NICE
FOe YOU AND &ILL. JUST
TeY TO HAVE FUN WITH
IT, ALRISHT?
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SHE'S BEEN S0
EAGER TO MEET YOU AND
EILL EVER SINCE WE
STARTED DATINGS!

IT'S A PLEASURE
TO FINALLY MEET
YOu, PiPER!

L Al

WE'VE BEEN TOSETHER
NEARLY 8 MONTHS NOW,
AND NOW THAT YOU TWQ ARE
HERE, SHE'S MORE EASER THAN
EVER TO MOVE IN AS SOON
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I'M GOING...

= ar- -::1’:-‘:.'._4___.;‘ -"‘H
PIPER, YOU'RE 3

BEING EXTREMELY

LIZETTE HAS BEEN
WAITING FOR MONTHS
1O MEET YOU!

SHE'S THE ONE
WHO PLANNED THIS
WHOLE PARTY, AND THAT'S

HOW YOU EREET HER!P

I NEvee askep O INEVER WATED @& Y= .,
FOR ANY OF THIS/ TO MOVE OUT HERE,
I DIDN'T WANT YOUR

DEFINITELY NEVER

ASKED FOR HED




NONE OF US ASKED
FOR THIS! T UNDERSTAND
YOU WANTED TO STAY WITH
YOuR MOTHER, BUT YOU KNOW
THAT'S NOT POSSIBLE!

LIZETTE AND T JUST
WANTED TO MAKE THIS
EASIER ON YOU AND YOUR
B8ROTHER! WE THOLIGHT YOU'D
APPRECIATE MEETING SOME
NEW PEOPLE!
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YOU'RE THROWING THIS IN

OUR FACES LIKE WE'RE ATTACKING
YOU! YOU'RE BEING INCREDIBLY
UNAPPRECIATIVE OF - =
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SHE'S @ISHT. YOU
APE A JACKASS.

Y ILIKE YOU N
ALREADY, KID!
PIPER, RIEHT? 4

X OOH-HOH-HOOOOH,
5

MAN, THAT WAS
PRICELESS!

= AW, COME ON,
THAT WAS HILARIOUS
AND YOU KNOW IT.

YOU'RE NOT
WRONG...

¥ I'M FINE...
DON'T WO2RY
AGOUT IT.




YOU ALREADY
MET GUYLINER OQVER
HERE. THAT'S PALIL

THE HOT TOPIC
PEJECT IS CLARA

AND THE PIPSQUEAK
1S COLLIN.
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JUST BEFORE I &0T
YOUR TEXT, WE WERE ABOUT
TO CHECK QUT THE CATWALKS.
WANNA &0 UP?

YOU WAITED
JUST FOR MEP
I'M FLATTERED.

HEY, WHAT ARE
FRIENDS FOR?
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