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..and kiss'me hello.

H-how was work?

It was okay. How
was class?




Man, I'm tired.

Do you have a lot
of homework?

Yeah. Final
projects and stuff.

Iffeelfnenveusiabout]itiBut{atithefsame)
itime]lifee/™|ikelthis]iskthelrightinextistepy

Howieisisolhappylnow™

Truthfully, this whole thing still
feels surreal to me.

It's still a little/hard for me to believe
thatllimlinfagrelationship with a man.
Thislisimysfirstitimelbeing in a real
relationshiplwithfanyone, actually.




This is for that
writing showcase you
mentioned before.

UNIVERSITY'S

5TH ANNUAL
WRITING SHOWCA
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| ended up
signing up...

You did?! That's
awesome! You kept saying
that you weren't gonna

doit.

Yeah, well, my professor
convinced me... | kind of regret it though.
1 have so much work to do these next
few weeks and the showcase
just adds to it.

| know. You're almost
done, though.

| know... I'm just so
tired at this point.

Just thinking about
all the work | need to do is
making me tired.

| think | need to
take a break.







Cause I'm 4
an adult?

But you did it the
other day....

Well... | guess
you better cherish that
memory then.




We can watch Okay but,
- TV together... : just listen.

I can do that sitting

Just.... just
next to you.

hear me out.
Howie, no! Why don't
you go sit on someone's lap
and see how it makes
you feel!

Listen, I'd fove to sit
on your lap. I'd literally
kill to sit on your lap.

But | can't, cause I'd
probably crush you...

Yeah, go to
the gym.







Damn, Josh.
More luggage?










| like your pizza
sheets. | bet the girls
you bring aver
love that.

It... It looks
good, but...

...honestly, with all th
luggage you were bringing

over, | thought you'd have
a lot more...

He also brought three
extra storage bins!

What? | needed
more space.

What's with all




And why do you have
so many hats? You don't
even wear hats.

Yeah, well, | might want
to start to some day.

Okay but, do
you really need so
many mugs?

Yes, | do. | like
them. Let me live.

Josh are you
a hoarder?

| collect things.




So when are you
moving in again?

Well yeah, that was the plan.
But | thought i'd be fun to move
in a little earlier so that we could spend
the end of the summer together. ..Today? | thought you

said you were moving in closer
to Labor Day weekend....

We're finally housemates!




You sure you don't
mind if l watch TV?

Yeah, you're fine. We
can't really hear it from in
here as long as the door's

shut. Goodnight.






















You just getting
back from work?

Yeah. Where
are you going?

To visit Ben.

In this weather?
He's not worth it.

Ha! I'll be sure to
tell him that you're
missing him.

Well... yeah. Ben is
close enough. And I'm
not doing anything.

Sooch is studying so
| can't watch TV.

Oh, if you ask I'm
sure he wouldn't mind
moving for you.

Seriously though,
Nabh, it's fine. | this rain is brutal. You're
don't wanna bug him. really going out?

| didn't realize how busy
school's been keeping him, | guess.
He's been on his computer for hours.
Since he got back from class.

Yeah, that's... been
the trend. He's just got one
more week, though.

That's good. | feel
bad for him.




| gave him some coffee
so hopefully that'll pull him
through the rest of whatever
he's gotta do tonight.




| can't believe you
gave him coffee! He
has a hard time sitting
still as it is!

He looked
stressed! | thought
1 was helping!

He's not gonna be
able to sleep tonight!

What are you,
his mother?




So | heard Josh has
been giving you coffee.

Yeah. He let me have
some of his... um...

Those little...

Those little
coffee nuggets.

Sooch are you
talking about the
coffee cups?




What the fuck is
a coffee nugget?!

| couldn't think <
of the word!

Alright, clearly
Sooch is fine. I'm going.
I'll see you guys later.

Oops, forgot
my umbrella-







No, | was just fucking
around... you know?

It was just a joke...



It doesn't look
like Sooch thinks
it's very funny...




Josh, no...

That's not it.




This is going to
sound like it's coming
out of nowhere...

...but Howie and |
are actually dating.

Wait, what? \




...l can't believe
that just happened.

..You didn't
have to tell him...

Howie... what are
you talking about? He
thought you were

harassing me.

| don't...
| don't care...




Howie..?
What is it? You're
freaking out more
than | am.

You don't...
want to break up...







Why did you
think | would want
to break up?

..It's just....

| know that you've
been nervous....




But | thought,

you know... that |
I thought that, as long as would handle it.
I didn't let anything bad happen,

everything would be okay...

And then of course
the one thing you specifically
said that you don't want to

happen, happens...

P







You're soaking
wet. You didn't have
an umbrella?

No... It wasn't raining
when | left this morning so
I didn't bring one.

You should have
texted me... | would have
brought you one.

Text me
next time, okay?







How was class?

It was okay. I'm tired.
Can | sit down?

Some crime show. I've
never seen it before.

Oh, | like this show.

What are you
watching?

Uh...
About last night....

Is it true?

You and Howie
are dating?




| know that it may
sound weird to you...

Mo, I'm just...
confused, honestly.

Am | allowed to
ask about it?

.Yeah, We are.

When did you
two start dating?

This Saturday.

This Saturday?
So this, like, just
happened?

Oh, no. We put a
title on it on Saturday, but
this has been going on
for a long time.

Wow... this whole time?
| had no idea. | didn't even
know you were gay.

It just looks like ' ' Well, no, I'm
guys are okay too... not. | just...




I wasn't ready for
anyone to know... I'd
appreciate it if you didn't
say anything.

O-oh. Okay.
I'm sorry. | won't say
anything. | promise.

Thank you... You
don't have to apologize,
though. We would have
told you eventually.

| gotta say.... |
know that you said you
weren't ready,

but | feel like you're
handling this really well. A lot
better than | would have in a
similar situation, at least.

Cool as a cucumber.



Well, that's because....

...Do you mind if
I vent a little?

1 was horrified
when you walked in
on us, at first...

P——

I've been so scared
about this whole thing, Josh...

| was scared to be with Howie
for a lot of reasons.

The most obvious reason is
because | was scared that people
might not take it well.

That's why |
didn't want anyone to
find out about us.

And Howie....
Howie's so amazing....




| can't even tell you
how amazing he is.

He's always so considerate of
me. And he's so patient with me.

And he's been so
encouraging during my probation.
| don't know what | would
have done without him
this summer.

I know that | can always
rely on him. | know that he'll
always be there for me, no matter
what happens. | know that he
loves me.

| realized that, since
I've always been so scared....

But...
last night...

Howie doesn't feel
the same way about me...




And now, suddenly,
all the things that I've always
been so scared of...

....they just don't seem
so impaortant anymore.

Sooch... don't
say that.

I'm sure that Howie knows
he can rely on you.

He feels like he's
walking on eggshells
around me....

And | never
even noticed.

Is it bad that
you feel this way?

No. But | hate
myself a little.

No, Josh! He totally
freaked out last night!

He thought | was going
to break up with him when
you found out about us!

He thinks I'll leave him the
second anything goes wrong.




This isn't how |
want the person I'm
dating to feel...

Not Howie....
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