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the gentle way
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story &art by True

It really is just
a regular bath.

QUIET OR
I'M NOT
PLAYING
wITH YOU
LATER,




+ for clarity,

Uncle Ren's
voice will

be blue.

Isn't it the
middle of
the night for
you over
there?

HAHA,
DON'T WORRY
ABOUT IT. T JUST
WANTED TO CHECK
ON YOU REAL
QUICK.

S0RRY 1
COULDN'T COME
BACK YESTERDAY,
UNFORTUNATELY,
T'VE 6OT SOME
MORE WORK TO DO
HERE. YOU DOING
ALRIGHT?

It's alright.
Everything's
fine.

' — <
=\ \
; \
IS THAT SO?

WELL, | FIGURED

I'D GIVE YOU A

CALL SINCE WE

CAN'T CATCH UP

IN PERSON. .

IT GOING WITH
YOU AND YOUR...
LADYFRIEND?

YOU WENT TO HER
TOURNAMENT,
RIGHT?

| assume
no one noticed
you since |
haven't heard
any kind of
commotion.

Yeah.

Thankfully, it
pretty much
went as well
as it possibly
could.
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Y'KNOW,
T STILL CAN'T
BELIEVE YOU
DID THAT.

T DION'T
THINK YOU'D
EVER WANT TO
€0 TO ANOTHER
TOLIRNAMENT
FOR THE REST
OF YOUR LIFE. /2

Yeah.
| thought
so, too.

But...

A
At the

same time,
going

there felt...

..liberating.

..HE

SEEMS
HAPPY.

WHAT A
RELIEF.

WELL...
YOU'RE
FINALLY
DOINEG WHAT-
EVER YOU
WANT TO DO,
AREN'T
you?

I KNOW
IT'S NOT AN
EASY THING

I'M PROUD




«.HUH,
THAT'S...

SAID THAT
TO ME.

So this
ladyfriend
of yours-

She’s getting
quite the special
treatment from
you, isn't she?

Going to a
tournament
just for her?

UU
Can you stop
calling her my
“ladyfriend”?

wOouLo you

RATHER ME CALL
HER YOUR

'GIRL FRIEND"?,

Her name
is Ishihara.

I TOLD YOU..
SHE HELPED ME
REALIZED A LOT
ABOUT THE WAY
I'VE BEEN
LIVING HERE.

I'M JUST..
TRYING
TO RETURN
THE FAVOR,.

“TRYING"?
YOU USED
THE PRESENT
TENSE.

Oh, right.
About that...
| told her |
would help
her with
judo.

And uh...
For a few
days, I'm
gonna be
helping
her train.

>
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HELPING
HER WITH ——

JUDO?
WOowW- WAIT, o0 S
HOW? HOW? /ﬁ‘

secret dojo
hidden in

the basement

of a school
building.

A N

A SECRET
BASEMENT?

Of course.
| can't just
walk into
her dojo.

NO, NO.
LET ME

GET THIS
STRAIGHT.

PRIVATE
LESSONS?
ALL ALONE?
JUST YOU TWO,
SNEAKING

suspicious
squinting

JusT

[ JUPO-
WRESTLING
AROLIND?

GRABBY-GRABBY?,




"GRABBY.
GRABBY"?

Are you
sure judo
is the only

thing you're
gonna be
doing?

272

. WHAT THE

FLEE 1S HE
TALKING ) . confused
AB()MT9 squinting

19
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EXCUSE\ K.
MEP! 4c

&
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I WAS YOUNG
AND HANDSOME
ONCE TOO,
YOU KNOW.

you
NEVER KNOW,
SPARKS COULD
FLY BEING ALL
ALONE IN A
ROOM WITH A

We're just
training
together,
will you quit
making jokes
like that?!

I DON'T KNOW
IF THEY'RE
REALLY JUST

SEKAL CAN
YOU REALLY
BLAME ME
FOR THINKING

I've never even

heard you talk

about anyone
this much.

| mean, the
first time you
told me about
her, weren't you
sulking on the
couch because
you couldn't see
her anymore?

Ever since that,
I've been so curious
about what kind of

young lady could
have such an effect
on my stoic nephew.

;X

S4Y,
WHY DON'T
YOU INVITE
HER OVER WHEN
| COME BACK SO

AA

Sorry,
Mugen
said he
has to
take a

@sol

have to
go, bye.
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IF SHE EVER MEETS HIM...

—— _ _AA

..ALL HE'S
GONNA DO 1S SAY
EMBARRASSING THINGS!!

WHY DOES HE
ALWAYS TEASE ME
ABOUT THIS?

..ALRIGHT,
600D 80Y.
YOU'RE FRE!

DATING HAS NEVER
BEEN A PRIORITY FOR ME.

ESPECIALLY DURING
MY JUDO CAREER...

AS FAR AS T
WAS CONCERNED,
RELATIONSHIPS WERE
JUST TROUBLESOME AND
TIME-CONSUMING.

EVEN IF THINGS
ARE DIFFERENT NOW

A RELATIONSHIP HAS
NEVER BEEN SOMETHING
T'VE WANTED.

«.UGH,

I SHOULON'T
B8E THINKING
ABOUT THIS,

I HAVE TO
FOCUS ON TRAINING
HER TOMORROW.

THAT'S ALL SHE
ASKED ME TO DO.

LET'S NOT
NEEDLESSLY
COMPLICATE

ANYTHING.

EARLY NEXT
MORNING
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UM,
WE'VE 60T
A LITTLE OVER AN
HOUR UNTIL MOST
CLASSES IN
THIS BUILDING

LET'S GET
THESE DESKS
MOVED.

S MINUTES LATER

_— <Z
A Y

ALRIGHT!
IT'S READY.




.50 DID YOU
COME UpP WITH
ANY EXPLANATIONS
IF ANYONE
WALKS IN?

I WOULDON'T
KNOW WHAT TO
SAY...

AREN'T MOST
CLASSES ENDING
SOON, ANYWAY?
WINTER BREAK
1S ABOUT TO
START.

suT
THEY ALSO
HAVE CLASSES
DURING THE
BREAK HERE...

S0 THIS
BUILDING STAYS
OPEN YEAR
ROLUIND,
ACTUALLY,

8-8UT
DON'T WORRY!
I'M PRETTY SURE
THE BUILDING IS

MOSTLY EMPTY
DURING THIS TIME
OF DAY.

AND T
CAN EVEN LOCK
THE DOOR IF
YOU’D LIKE?

]

ALSO I-T
CAME HERE A FEW
TIMES BEFORE,
TO SEE IF ANYONE
WANDERED
AROUND HERE.




UeH... WHY DID

HE HAVE TO SAY

SOMETHING SO
STUPID?!

HE HAS
NO IDEA WHAT
WE'RE LIKE.
NOTHING'S
GONNA HAPPEN,

15

N

THE CLOSET,

..WE DON'T
HAVE A LOCKER
ROOM.

THERE'S
O SPACE IN

EITHER...

not a walk-

in closet

CHANGE INTO

, v
SORRY...

T DION'T THINK
ABOUT IT.../

H-... HOW
SHOULD WE

ouRr el's?

* ILOO
UNIFORMS

TO 8E

CONTINUED!
SORRY, CHAPTER
WAS GETTING TOO
LONG ><

SEE
YOU NEXT
TIME! <3

sekai: mugen, it's bath time.

no one:

mugen:

an&mga
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Seedel Thenks 4o
RANTROPS
you're the reason
there IS a "next time".
TANAKA UNIVQITV JUDO CLUB
Member List
Briama M, bekahgeez Desiree Worth
Joe N. Jean Lalabass&4
© Ow0. Comics Mishwellbelle  Storylover
© Tatami Talk Podeast  Willow i’ Meggs
Jack Secomb @ camille. Kol v BeardManTan
Newanja Pidd T. Lete
Ogh_ ann Qmav‘;lgqc. %bgg;
. ase’ va
e R BN Epeinai KateVV
= Cenk; Yosei A\oigaﬂ' K. Julie Zhou
Pon't - ime Iy Mei quite-a—ciot
Jelawi Y. Ghost ]703 Tovi Hopps
Reardo thelazgkittenonearth ~ Ai T
OAbby-Tanmuccis @ Mimi-Mesa Jonryuga
briichigo ©AldIN3—Davies N“z—‘bbar
PDanii Fatai6d Ermlta.
TheMad Trickster  bubbleheadHannah Victoria
Vivo dema . Mocken Byrd
Cienyaapa Coffeecake 00 A.hg:sz S
Pineappra Tamara P, <0, ‘Lajo:;epke
LeonaC. Rannzopie ©Leila _vose1701
ShaniE meindarulla Susanvanden Heuvel
Cheetah 8 Cheese Gaha JD Weirdflex
o & Leige0f Goblins  Pauwrt
Minda Lisaleslie 88 ﬂll‘ﬂtzshod'm
Louson ©red-paintbrush-design FroseNinga
Loloyowo Ferrates VTveager
UKiyo @ picassoswarbles T :a\wskfhmse.\fﬁeal,
Thepillfaivy & InfamousNina @ paula. musigk
Aibo-3an Oreao Patvicia Skeghens
®KMichiedvraws Nolan Stanley © Briktony —Michelle
rosefox Tagter Carvett Sherlockpara
Midwight cat StephanieN. © M%FM%F; sh
Candace D, Williams  Gyackha Melody
Alina Cody Ca 0
PreamLatehes55 Naenevs erd KSP%
Nur Wawidah  \Wolfgirl Britt
@ Tatsssss @cinnamonxdolee  Prunk42
Ania Kat @ one _little _ olive
naila Alyssa B, Xerxes Cromez
PheoniKs Modern _Pay_Link  Vanessa M..
Elpin Sanabanana Jeannie M.
Stitehsfands Brenda C. Atenit
Olwvia Peb Lanxie
HarBrynlier  ouibbyatb neystfis Talar CS
Jade ﬁ\*’—ﬁmam =SeaBearPren
(@) —mixmaash -930 TRoy LosizaRamirez Ramna
AnessaB Salome v abramos
Tris Sailor Farvour Ana Zecchn
Nameless Me AvbyCakes3 = Melex Kat
Margama M. & VesperMC Loop Ciavoux
@ Valentinedragon © chnavcommander  YourBasicBibliophile
Fine | eopard MollaV Kelcie C
AmazonYavrior Cral abb.a— marie Elise
@ Hailstormzz Kaiarunn @ Silver Wol§4¢92.
j;ri’thwé_ T. @ K-rae Qesi T alhaBean
©Carikku.art © Taliabool7 Pandaplier18
malex.vy Marisol Ochod  © moonskol
©deacolee t botanicloones Theresa
Sara o KajuKaijn ZoeySweet
NeonSerger it © margthia
Jenny Case Ccaevulex © eveneemo
Serphillia thunderthigh-a o foraoisebradaigh
Shay Slay Elena Trueblood Tamn&v\ K\r%
Pisco Ms. Oblivgous K
20dinCat— Jewel 1001 © _Silent Banshee _
© Satvrnn Alyssa . © Samiricaine
Wen (19 Echo Wistfulmemory,
© Cev_zZiedka Ryoko neenev_wi
Yuna Gasat Kecklesa'Beztdg © f\xlos%nmc;d
AnnicTheWild melissa. xoxo Hoshi-san ?
Elvic WendwlyCatLady  Maria Fischer
m,mﬂ\; Chcmg’;tssm Giwvl O Tambrifivt
Angela B. Kristen D. elliema
Oluckof the draw37 I;:Lola Y] Q%miﬁ\a/ von ﬁ:rk Wolle
IYourwritehandairl © naur ruwi
ﬂ;? riehansgt Sar’;hl:‘%. @ShwoopdadoodLes
April Rainey Clava K. Kacey, Seott
Jesella cisnitih.03 Heatherbubbles
Kuukisw ninnimelisa Tsahv
GMochilo AL Andrew Mslinar Heske
Rigi @ juan.alvidrez 90 © liv- boules
CcofFeebougs Guarvs Natalia
©-—rhe.a @ wysale ©lovely - joon.
wsivicivyel @bren_gg— Z41013|
© fefecrip03 Ren04%0 Hoperific
After Ravens @)sickseativil @3 pavkleArts
@i 3hkhnnest3 = Mizuchii Risl.
O_what_the_elle =_Marictlermandezrr @aprilshowerme
Mariana S. Anka D, Aotia
) amandunh 1 SQarah 8. Peatris
Pavitah Bsmallisnb3dy @b«starha
lizzaye.c Wulfy Fang3 JeRa
HunneBii Cyan —Sevibe Narasl
Hafso croissants GingevBee
@ Alex _ Luna Linx Micala P
Maria & Gabrielb R, Ruth C.
tambrita 5 QueenTsSus Crysice
Kalleah W © | on. gliveinnocent  Podie
Megan Gzufaelligschockverliebt Cristi
Mmazi @ cookies _pie Tennya
@ Fenchurchart themiracaloasavatar  Lutlabyof pain 2
Andras Erina Melis 'Ziga“ Zavife
@ Romajiq2 ‘Bibbie Lux
fshfhsifinsfifnistign  loaboyy dvagon PutenOrchid
| egit Snack “Taglor G Farzana
Jzags_ GusDe Frog PancingTeaMama
QueenTackson  |emoniiead Nevrdski
Angeline PeadyBear nuvamayya
Marina Maxim Yaolia
Miranda ¢. | aviimady Riante Gossom
Titanium Jen wordaddict 00 Mulan -
Cherry Kearan TustYourAversgelaeirdo
princesassypants Q3KW nue
@ Angelda%am TRobyn. Gudeonna 808
Quinesso HaleyT Sovarys
Elaina ],'m&sca Katie D. ©_ cnas‘cizzle_
Prof. Mcnasta lizisacutie Ainsley
Kaitlin W. WhimsicalJamie  mizuchii
G cupid.b © Suur\l\%\oob\aruce Scared _‘l’cddg
Saran . Timea @m%celm.mon{-eueam
Caae Chaos umimenm €88 Pe.lla
Truce Booguwak Penise Z.,
Enomloop | $ma$hle'léh
Aelena Hawthorne MadiTeadni 52 Nianmh
Lena Btarlit! Mishé
true__nortih Oxalis Knichoal
QUobstvac*c ronvross @q’ueeneam\a
Amanstor Tealach ScovthedRice
©a_sianez Ann Mauro ©Lmsagara
© Vidabugll & Ominous Music KRosie
gl&&rﬂeﬂx\w’\ Jule D. Brisnt
Bixelate FireMaiden ©) we. betoons
LadyRuserford  LauraMarie Swall Calaxy
Sofscushions J:;zzv)senpa'd7 “PandaDork
L“Duwyrecjs Cyrace Tyson Am:ltﬂ'm’
@ dearnicoletta Rayne Orgpnic Spoon
Mop Kaeda Moriah Gardner
©sarahvalentina326  Ljhan L. Bea
MangoShark Miezekatze O Kira_22_44
©Madellegne ’Bla%s&elark GreenTea
bear—darling  brleiby Anah{lu
Pﬁn&SSYagaS% Na’(hé% Stefi
edenasriel Mezie Hufflepuffuampus
BubberDuckyMaster $nazza Zonnebloem
mm167 Mariglenn chevre
CaptairiTwizzler Chris*Macaron  Garrett Rr.
Sarahcoffee @ dreamergirl2020 3j3 renee
RushiSusid - Manteli PainBowlnk
chibidani Beardarling120L LO-x
Winterparck JoJo Evva
Nenee TuNina = Kitty Katie
Alix Nahond Hevi LindaFrank
@ Risotto Cory Khite Night Bougy
€m Tori speaph
Pinnie you're makKing progress. BubblesB,TheCreek
Mezie Cl«zotin%wm\a Tiknoel
Abigail TKD greywolf4002 Hokey Pokey,
Madelleyne Raissa Mendonca margob
Jedivy Brennzz Hever—Rubies
cnﬂkmoa‘prwapn c00lbeans Sugarplum
Juna\csuha PCaswell Han'
| ohanne Joyywird Toastgrsba
Dobersioux Aromalie “Teamogjrsfa
Angela Maria wee_vamekin Lena
Virgomoon 12 birdwheel Red Pandad6
Grayson Pettalvy Sweezamuffin
Sunn Melissa A melodubee
Michelle M,agﬁ'te Mezie
$ha‘aslaka ES37 cactusman
natsucat Slugg Thugy Adi
Mackenzie Cara Marsare’dne
Nie€T ©chervi_blossomz & Your TypPisces
Reagan Mars-hall Komatsu<3
Pumpkinguavdian j lamheartsu  Van Luke
©Lux258 Sushi_Head RushiSushi
Maalif Nanna Ever
@neicel & Husckress Beks
Noella Meeowzies Sunshine
Marget panaricanchick. TessitBunnii
Hannnuale XA Ade
Kinsc88 Jay. books 44
Luehawk26 CatW liekewielen
Eemmaadse GromiNorm. f ba,bzbaﬁsh
Raeann Cremyma (lisses H
Talusc1 @ Emwa 9 covbeen
Anessa Skyet Witcheress
StravbemyCole  Winter-_-lce Joy Wonder
Classypr stz Soms LilBlu Mushin
Ruse Els PRoe
Nee

nougmous raindvops VYV




