Citation to Accompany award of Novaburst Medal (2nd Award)
To the following Marine:
Lt Cmdr John Blake Executive Officer,              
 Marine Assault Battalion-7(EXO)
For Valorous Service

While serving as Executive Officer MAB-7(E) Lt Cmdr Blake was tasked to provide security for negotiators at the planet Hadrian then in a state of civil unrest.

Shortly after arriving at the designated negotiation site, Alpha Company - then under Command of Lt Commander Leith Rogers - began patrols and built light defensive barricades. The insurrectionists initiated hostilities by triggering an explosion in the hotel, killing over one hundred civilians and both negotiating teams. 

The blast killed the Company Commander and decimated1st platoon Alpha Company set up as close security. Lt Cmdr Blake was thrown through a door, receiving a concussion, a broken left hand and multiple lacerations on all four limbs. 2nd platoon Alpha Company came under heavy fire from surrounding buildings and in short order, all of the officers had been killed or severely wounded. 

Upon regaining consciousness, Lt Cmdr Blake ordered the platoon to regroup and gain high ground, thereby establishing a strongpoint and suppressing enemy fire. This would have allowed a link up with 3rd platoon on dropship security, but 3rd platoon was also under heavy fire and pinned down around the drop pad. 

Lt Commander Blake rallied a squad from 2nd platoon and began a running battle against the forces harassing 3rd platoon. He affected a link up and successfully recovered all his remaining wounded and dead Marines, while also capturing three enemy combatants. 

The coolness under unceasing enemy fire rallied the remainder of Alpha Company and the Company successfully withdrew during a three hour engagement to the drop pad. They subsequently held their position, claiming another 16 enemy killed - including at least one leadership level enemy - until reinforcements arrived that forced the enemy to withdraw.

Lt Commander Blake's actions and coolness under fire reflect great credit upon him, his Battalion and the Naval Service.

Entered Naval Service 2763.
