SO... YOU'RE THE

APPRENTICE WHO
CAN'T CONTROL HIS
OWN MAGIC.

SEEMS LIKE A
PRETTY BIG
OVERSIGHT
FOR THE ARCH

MAGE TO '

/ BUT WHAT
WOULD I

SHOW ME
WHAT I'M
WORKING

WITH, THEN.

HIT ONE OF
THESE TARGETS,
FULL POWER.



YOU SHOULD
REALLY BE DOING
THIS OUTSIDE...

LIKE I SAID, I'M NOT
INTERESTED IN GETTING

MY TIME WASTED.

SHOULD I
REALLY...7
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f WELL...
YOU MISSED

I'M SORRY!!
I DIDN'T
MEAN TO- YOU
SAID-

THE TARGET.

LET'S GO
OUTSIOE.
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CONTROL?

HOW DID THEY EVEN
LET YOU LEAVE THE
ACADEMY?

WELL...
EVERYONE
THOUGHT I
WAS GONNA
GET FLUNKED
OUT TO VILLAGE
DUTY...

/MY BROTHER
PERSONALLY
REQUESTED HIM.

WHY ARE YOU
HERE THEN?

A CUSHY UIFE
WITHIN THE ROYAL
FAMILY...

YOU'RE AWARE
YOU'VE WON THE
JACKPOT, RIGHT?

WHAT MORE
COouLD You
WANT?




...I WANT PEOPLE TO
STOP LOOKING DOWN ON
ME. I WANT TO BE TAKEN

SERIOUSLY...

I WANT TO BE
STRONG. AND
CAPABLE.

SOMEONE THAT
PEOPLE CAN
RELY ON.




I WANT TO BE
ABLE TO PROTECT...
THE PEOPLE THAT I
CARE ABOUT.

HA. THAT'S A
NICE LITTLE
SPEECH YOu
GOT THERE.

THAT'S GOOD
ENOUGH FOR ME.

!

THERE'S NOT
MUCH YOU CAN
DAMAGE OuT

HERE.

SO LET'S RUN
THROUGH SOME
OTHER BASICS...




A CONTAINED




YOU CAN AT
LEAST PORTAL
dJUMF, RIGHT?

WOW.
THAT IS

UH- T MEAN-
LAST TIME I
DID, IT WAS...

" HOW MUCH

TIME DO WE

MAYBE A
COUPLE
HOURS...




I CAN'T FIX
YOUR MAGIC
CONTROL

ISSUES.
S0ks BUT THERE MIGHT

BE SOMETHING
ELSE YOU CAN DO.

T'VE BEEN
DEVELOPING A
NEW TECHNIQUE-




HOW DID YOu
DO THAT?!

I DIDN'T EVEN SEE
YOUR MAGIC!!

IT's
ALL ABOUT
HOLDING YOUR
MAGIC READY IN
YOUR BODY.

©1T'S A TOUGH
BALANCE.

AND IT DRAINS

YOU FAST, SINCE

IT'S A CONSTANT
DRAW...

I CAN'T TEACH
THIS TO MY
STUDENTS.

BUT YOU HAVE
MORE MAGIC THAN
YOU CAN HANDLE!

I THINK
YOU'LL BE
OKAY.

SHOW ME HOW,
PLEASE!!




DRAW OUT YOUR
MAGIC AS THOUGH
YOU'RE ABOUT TO

USE IT-

BUT HOLD IT IN.
KEEP IT RUNNING
THROUGH You.

YOU'RE
SPARKING.
DON'T LETIT
LEAK OUT.

COME AT ME.

WE'LL SPAR.

IF YOU DO IT
RIGHT, YOUR MAGIC
WILL STRENGTHEN
YOu.

ATTACK You?
BUT- WHAT IF I-




TRUST ME
KID-

I WAS WINNING
BATTLES FOR KING
AELIUS BEFORE YOU

EVER EXISTED.

I CAN HANDLE WHATEVER
YOU CAN THROW AT ME.




YOU'RE STILL
LETTING IT ouT!




KEEP IT IN,
AND T WON'T
BE ABLE TO
KNOCK YOU ON
YOUR ASS SO
EASILY.
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WHO'S THAT
HE'S SPARRING
WITH?

BUSINESS.

PROFESSOR




C’MON PHiLO!

> THIS 1S

g ) Ty

DO BETTER THAN 2 , /! i, STUFD... §
THIS! : .

I KNOW YOu CAN

I KNOW IT'S

BUT IF YOU CAN JusT
FIND THAT BALANCE-

I DON'T KNOW
WHAT THAT MEANS!!




YOU KEEP SAYING ) 3
"FIND THE BALANCE" 4 BuTIT
. i, J DOESN'T
WORK!

MY MAGIC
DOESN'T WORK!
IT NEVER
DOES!

YOU'RE
GOING TO RUN
YOURSELF EMPTY-
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I CANT
STOP IT!




JUST BREAK
THE FLOW- YOU
CAN DO IT!




THAT WAS
INTERESTING.




I PROMISE, T'LL
TRY HARDER TO
KEEP IT IN NOW!

I DON'T KNOW
WHAT HAPPENED-

STILL HAVE
MAGIC LEFT?
AFTER ALL

I WON'T MESS
UP AGAIN!

WELL, THAT'S

NICE-

COMPLETELY

BUT I'M

LET'S CALL IT.

SPENT.

ARE YOU ALL
RIGHT?!




I'M FINE...

ARE YOU
OKAY?

PRETTY INTENSE.

YEAH, I KNOW
HOW TO THROW
UP A SHIELD
Y'KNOW...

THAT WAS

HOW ABOUT
WE GO GRAB
SOMETHING TO

WHEN WILL
YOU BE BACK
FOR ANOTHER
SESSION?

MY BROTHER
DIDN'T EXACTLY
OKAY THIS.

SO IF HE
FINDS OUT...

SOMEHOW I THINK WORD
IS GOING TO SPREAD.




THEN WE WON'T BE
COMING BACK.

IF I KEEP TRYING- DO
YOU THINK I CAN FIGURE
OUT YOUR TECHNIQUE?

ORION-
PROFESSOR- WHAT
SHOULD I D0?

HONESTLY?
I DON'T KNOW.

T'VE NEVER SEEN ANYTHING
LIKE WHAT JuST HAPPENED.

I HATE TO

BUT THE
ARCH MAGE
MIGHT BE THE ONLY
PERSON WHO CAN
HELP YOU WITH

THIS.




YOU'LL FEEL
BETTER AFTER
SOME FOOD.
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OH MAN, T WAS
STARVING!

WELL YEAH,
AFTER THAT
DISPLAY NO
WONDER!

YEAH... NOW I
SEE WHY VASILIS
WANTED YOU.




BECAUSE MY
MAGIC IS
BROKEN-

I MEAN
BECAUSE YOU'RE
AN ANOMALY.

AND I CAN'T
DO ANYTHING
WITH IT?

THE AMOUNT OF
MAGIC YOU JusT
PUT OUT... YOU

SHOULD BE DEAD. A

YEAH, WELL, IT

DOESN'T MEAN I HAVE TO
ANYTHING IF PROVE IT TO
VASILIS WON'T HIM SOMEHOW...

ACKNOWLEDGE ME.

THAT I'M
WORTH
TEACHING.

MAYBE YOU
SHOULD GIVE
IT UP.

WELL, THINK
ABOUT IT...




YOU SAID YOU
WANT TO BE v
STRONGER SO YOU I'M A WAR
CAN PROTECT HERO.
YOUR FRIENDS,
RIGHT?

WIDELY
REGARDED AS
THE TOP OF
THE FIELD
WHEN IT COMES
TO COMBAT

WHEN I WAS JusT

ANOTHER SOLDIER,

I COULD PROTECT
MY COMRADES.

BUT, NOW...

WHEN MY
STUDENTS GET SENT
INTO DANGER...

I DON'T GET TO
GO WITH THEM.




IF YOU CAN
GET A HANDLE ON
YOUR MAGIC,

NEW DOORS
WILL OPEN FOR
YOU, SURE.

WELL, gusT

BUT IF YOU'RE
NOT CAREFUL-

YOU MIGHT JusT
BUILD YOURSELF
A DIFFERENT
KIND OF CAGE.

CONSIDER
YOUR OPTIONS,
THAT'S ALL.

IT'S NOT OFTEN
THAT WE GET TO
MAKE A CHOICE
FOR OURSELVES.

C'MON, WE
SHOULD GO.




THANK YOU FOR
EVERYTHING,
PROFESSOR.

GOO0D LUCK
OUT THERE.




ARE YOU

YOU'RE BEING
REAL QUIET...

YOU'RE
JOKING,
RIGHT?!

WE COULD TAKE
THIS HORSE AND-
JUST KEEP GOING!

BACK TO THE

...DIDN'T GO

PALACE?

STOP 1T,
PHILO...




YOU HATE IT
THERE-

l I DON'T

‘ HATE IT...
N\ THE PALACE IS MY

HOME, PHILO.

’ SURE, IT'S
> ANNOYING

\  SOMETIMES...

BUT I HAVE
IT GOOD!

VASILIS LOOKS
AFTER ME!

I'M NOT
LEAVING MY
BROTHER.




BESIDES,
YOU'RE BRANDED
WITH THE ROYAL

RUNE TOO,
RIGHT?

- CAN'T JUST LEAVE-
T q ' ] THEY CAN TRACK YOU
\ ANYWHERE.

ORION
SHOULDN'T HAVE
SAID THAT

- STUFF...

HE SHOULD BE
MORE GRATEFUL.
NOT EVERYONE GETS
TO WORK AT THE

SPIRE.

IDION'T
REALLY MEAN IT,
I GUESS...

DON'T
OVERTHINK IT,
OKAY?




I'M GOING
TO BE...

...THE NEXT
ARCH MAGE.

I THINK
I GET WHY ATLAS
STUDIES SO HARD
NOW...

7 BECAUSE HE'S
BORING AND HAS
NO FRIENDS?

FT

stoe!!
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I MEAN, THERE
IS THAT.

UNLESS YOU'RE
GONNA REACH
THE TOF, THEN...
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THE COST TO REPAIR THE
FIFTH FLOOR IS GOING
TO HAVE TO COME OUT OF
THE BUDGET SOMEWHERE
ORION, BUT-

I KNOW, I KNOW.
T'LL WRITE SOME
LETTERS, OKAY?

JUST LET ME
HANDLE IT.




| ¢ Howooyou 7
1/ GET INHERE?! 4

ITOLD THEM I
CAN'T DO ANY

§ MORE MEETINGS

HERE!

IF SOMEBODY
SAW YOU-

WE KNOW
PHILO WAS
HERE.

WE JUST NEED
THE DETAILS,
THAT'S ALL.




T KNEW IT...

VASILIS IS USING HIM
FOR SOMETHING, ISN'T
HE? WHAT ARE YOu
GOING TO DO?

NO
QUESTIONS.

JUST THE
DETAILS.

OF COURSE.

WHY ELSE
WOULD THEY
SEND YOU...



