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HOW DID I END UP
HERE? BENEATH
AN ARM WEIGHING
MORE THAN MY
WHOLE BODY?

WRAPPED IN
A HAND THAT
COoOuULD SIWALLOW
MY TORSO?

HOW WAS I LUCKY
ENOUGH TO FIND
MYSELF HERE
BENEATH HIS ARMT?T

THIS ALL FEELS
LIKE A DREAM, BUT
IT'S NOT. HOW
DID I GET HERE?
HOW DID I FIND
A LOVE LIKE THIS?




I GULESS IT BEGAN
THAT FIRST WEEK BACK
IN THE DORM..THE
FIRST WEEK OF OUR
SENIOR YEAR.

WHAT'S THE
ITT SURE FEL.T ) MATTER, COLE?
GOOD TO BE BACK DON’T THEY HAVE
IN THAT GYmM/ 4y | GYMS WHERE You

{ B COME FROM?

NOT ALL OF US
CAN AFFORD
THOSE
MEMBERSHIP
FEES, JUSTIN.

WHICH IS WHY
WE'RE STAYING
IN THE DORMS
INSTEAD OF OFF-
CAMPUS HOUSING
LLIKE TODD.




BUT AT LEAST THEY LET US
CHOOSE OUR ROOMMATES
THIS YEAR. SO TELL ME,
GABE, HOW DID YOu END

LUP WITH THE MANLET?

I DON'T KNOW
HOW HE STANDS
IT. IF I WAS
S FOOT NOTHING,
I'D KILL MYSELF.

TYLER HAD BAD
KIDNEY PROBLEMS
AS A KID, AND IT

STUNTED HIS
GROWTH! HE’'S
LLUCKY TO BE AL.IVE,
AND YOU'RE JOKING
THAT HE sSHOULD
KILlL HIMSELF?




DON’'T APOL.OGIZE TO
LT'M SORRY, GABE. ME. HE’'S RIGHT OVER
EVERYTHING YOU SAID.

UH..IT’'M SORRY, TY. I DON’'T
THINK SOMETIMES WHEN
I’'M JOKING AROUND. NO

HARD FEELINGS, HUH?T

DON’T WORRY
ABOUT IT.

TODD’'S GONNA BE
HERE IN A HALF
HOUR, COLE. WHY
DON’'T WE GO AND
GET A SHOWER
AND GET
CHANGED BEFORE
HE PULLS UP.

THAT’'S A GOOD IDEA.

I THINK AlLL THINGS
CONSIDERING, GABE, I’
WATIT FOR YOU DOWNWNSTAIRS
WHEN I'M DONE.




You HANDLED THIS IS MASON.
THAT WELL.. NEXT TO ME, HE IS
TYLER’'S ONLY
OTHER FRIEND. HE
WAS THE TEACHING
ASSISTANT FOR A
CHEMISTRY LAB
TYLER TOOK LAST
T WNAS READY TO TEAR. HE
REPORT HIM TO FINISHED HIS
ADMINISTRATION MASTER’'S DEGREE
FOR TSSUTNG AND STUCK AROUND
THREATS. FOR HIS PHD.

DOESN’T
MATTER.
YOou DON’'T
DESERVE
THAT KIND
OF CRAP.

THERE’'S ALLREADY TOO
MLICH HATRED AND
NEGATIVITY IN THE
WORL.D. BESIDES, IF
I GIVE IT BACK, THAT
MAKES ME NO BETTER
THAN HIM.

I KNOW YOUW'RE JUST
SAYING THAT
BECAUSE YOU CAN'T.
I APPRECIATE IT
ANYWAY, THOUGH.

I~ I COuUL.D GIVE YOU sSOME
OF MY HEIGHT, I WouL.D/




NAW, T REALLY
MEAN IT. You
DESERVE IT
AFTER
EVERYTHING
YOU'VE BEEN
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T NEVER MET A GUY
WHO WANTED TO BE
SHORTER. HELL., I'D
LOVE BEING AS
TALL AS YOUu!/

THROUGH.

DON'T GET ME
WRONG, BEING TALL.
IS GREAT. BUT &'8"

IS TOO TALL FOR
ME. I STILL FORGET
TO DUCK SOMETIMES
WHEN I GO THROUGH

A DOOR. AND MY

BIGGEST FEAR IN

LLIFE IS A LLOW-

HANGING CEILING

FAN. COLE IS &’<4"

TO ME THAT WoOULD

BE PERFECT.MAYBE

EVEN 6'3“-

HUGE TO ME!
BUT YOUWRE
TRIPPING,

GABRIEL. SUCH

A THING ISN'T

POSSISLE.

WHAT IF IT WAS? WHAT
IF THERE WAS A WAY
FOR YOU TWO TO SWAP
SOME OF YOUR SIZE?




I’'M THINKING ABOUT DOING MY
DOCTORAL. THESIS ON A NEW, EMERGING
BRANCH OF SCIENCE. A FEW
RESEARCHERS KNOW ABOUT IT, BUT NO
ONE’S PUBL.ISHING BECAUSE IT THROWS
OuUT TOO MANY SCIENTIFIC LLANWNS. AND
FRANKLY, LUNTIL WE CAN FIGURE OUT INHY
IT WORKS THE WAY IT DOES, IT SOUNDS
TOO MUCH LLIKE MAGICAL MUMBO-JUMBSO.

I REMEMBER SEEING
NOTES ON AN
EXPERIMENT THAT
ACCOMPL.ISHED
SOMETHING LLIKE WHAT
YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT.
IF YOUWRE SERIOUS
ABOUT THIS, T CAN FIND
THE NOTES AND TRY TO
RECREATE THE FORMULA
THAT WAS USED.

BUT THAT’'S THE THING,
You HAVE TO BE
SERIOUS. THE TRIALS
DIDN'T WORK IF THE
SUBJECTS HAD DOUSTS.

NO/ THIS WAS FUN

WHEN IT WAS T ) | you SAY THAT NOW..GO

HYPOTHETICAL :
i 2 ; AHEAD, MASON. IF

THE WAY I AM/ T WANT TO DO T/




TYLER DIDN'T

I DIDN'T THINK HE EVEN BRING
NWAS REALLY SERIOUS, IT UP AGAIN.
SO WHEN HE LEFT, T
FORGOT ALL ABOUT IT.

BUT HE WAS BACK
FRIDAY AFTERNOON
WITH HIS CONCOCTION/

THIS Is THE STUFF I WAS
TELLING YOU ABOUT..IF
YOU'RE STILL INTERESTED.

GoOoD! YOWRE
BOTH HERE.

I’'M STILL NO/ THIS IS
ABSURD. THIS IS LLIKE
ASKING YOU TO CUT
OFF YOUR ARM FOR ME.




NO, IT'S LLIKE ASKING
FOR A KIDNEY.

IF YOU NEEDED ANOTHER
TRANSPLANT, AND T WNAS A
PERFECT MATCH, I'D GIVE
YOuU ONE OF MINE WITHOUT
HESITATION. I CAN LLIVE

WITHOUT A FEW OF MY
INCHES. I KNOW YOou HAVE

THIS POSITIVE ATTITUDE

ABOUT YOUR HEIGHT, SUT
TRUST ME WHEN I SAY YOUR
LLIFE WILL FEEL A LLITTLE

BETTER FOR THIS.

AND IT’'S NOT REALLY
PERMANENT. IF YOU CHANGE
YOUR MIND, YOU CAN ALWAYS
GIVE HIM HIS HEIGHT BACK.

LET ME GIVE YOU THE BORING
FINE PRINT BEFORE YOU BOTH
AGREE TO THIS. GABRIEL, AS THE
DONOR, YOU ARE IN COMPLETE
CONTROL. WHEN I SATID WE DON’T
LINDERSTAND THIS SCIENCE YET?
WELL, THERE IS A MENTAL
COMPONENT THAT DOESN’'T MAKE
SENSE. YOU CAN ONLY GIVE TYLER
YOUR SIZE IF YOU WANT TO. HE
WON’'T BE ABLE TO TRICK YOUu. HE
WON’'T BE ABLLE TO STEAL IT. IF
YOU DON'T REALLY WANT TO DO
THIS, THE FORMULA NON'T NWORIK.




YOU ALSO CONTROL. WHAT You
TRADE. YOU DON'T HAVE TO
GIVE YOUR HEIGHT, NOR DO

You HAVE TO GIVE HIM HEIGHT. |

IN ONE TRIAL, A HUSBAND
USED HIS FAT TO MAKE HIS
WIFE TALLER, BUT HE
WEIGHED ABOUT <900
POUNDS. I THINK YOu
COoOuUL.D GIVE UP YOUR
MUSCLE, BUT You'D
PROBABLY HAVE TO GAIN
ANOTHER 100-200 POUNDS
TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

STANDARD DOSE IS A CAPFUL. OF
THE STUFF. ONE DOSE WILL TAKE
S INCHES OF YOUR HEIGHT. IT’'S
NEVER BEEN TESTED WITH A HIGHER
DOSE, SO THERE’S NO TELLING
IF YOU'lLl. SEE SIDE EFFECTS.

YOU TIWO CAN USE
THE STUFF AGAIN,
BSUT YOUR BODIES
WON’'T BE ABLE TO
PROCESS IT FOR
ABOUT A WEEK..
ACTUALLY 1680
HOURS, IF YOU FEEL
LLIKE WATCHING
THE CL.OCK.




ONE THING THAT’'S GOING TO
SEEM STRANGE: THIS WAS
CREATED FOR PEOPLE IN LOVE.
THE CATALYST FOR THE
TRANSFORMATION IS A KISS.

IT'S NOT A TRUE
TRANSFERENCE. YOU WIL.L.
DRINK THE COMPOUND AND

IT WILL MAKE YOU SMALLER.

SOME OF IT WILL STICK TO
YOUR LIPS AND MIX WITH
YOUR DNA. WHEN TYLER
KISSES YOU, I T WILl.
TRANSFER TO HIS LIPS AND
ABSORB ITSELF INTO HIS
S0DY. THAT MODIFIED
COMPOUND WILL THEN
TRIGGER THE REACTION YOuU
WANT AND MAKE HIM
BIGGER. AND YES, IT DOES
HAVE TO BE A KISS. FOR
SOME REASON THE
RECIPIENT’'S BODY WON’'T
ABSORB IT ANY OTHER WAY.




AND THERE’'S ONE MORE THING..MY OLD
PROFESSOR WOULDN'T GIVE ME THE
FORMULA FOR THE COMPOUND UNLESS T
AGREED TO WRITE A RESEARCH PAPER ON
YOU TWWO. I’'lLlL. CHANGE YOUR NAMES FOR
PRIVACY, AND BECAUSE OF ETHICAL
CONERNS, T WON’'T POKE AND PROD YOU FOR
MEASUREMENTS. IF THIS LOOKS LLIKE AN
EXPERIMENT, T COULD BE KICKED OUT OF
THE UNIVERSITY FOR TESTING UNAPPROVED
DRUGS ON PEOPLE. I CAN TAKE PICTURES,
AND I CAN INTERVIEW YOU. THAT WAY, I’L.L.
LOOK LLIKE AN OUTSIDE OBSERVER TO YOUR
'"RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES." BUT THAT IS
THE PRICE FOR MY INVOLVEMENT ON THIS.

I GUESS..SINCE WE CAN

SEET IT DOESN’'T SOUND CHANGE BACK
SO BAD. AND TT WTILL BE LATER..AND AS LLONG AS

FOR SCIENCE. YOU L.IKE YOUR FRIENDS DON’'T
SCTENCE, RTIGHT? FEIND OUT ABOUT THE

KISSING PART.




GREAT! NOW I NEED YOu

TIWO TO TAKE OFF YOUR

SHOES AND STRIPFP DOWN
TO YOUR UNDERWEAR.

WE’L.L. GET BETTER BEFORE
AND AFTER PICTURES IF
YOURE NOT HIDING
INSIDE A BULKY SHIRT.

AND T DON’'T
THINK 3 INCHES
WILL MAKE MUCH
OF A
| DIFFERENCE IN
\OTEIN CLOTHING SIZE,
BUT JUST IN
CASE, TT'S SAFER
NOT TO RUIN A
PERFECTLY GOOD
OUTFIT.

THINK OF IT AS JUST
You AND ME. THERE’'S
NOTHING I HAVEN'T
SEEN BEFORE.

EXCEPT YOU DON'T
TAKE PICTURES
WHEN I CHANGE..







THINK ABOUT
TYLER..GROWING TALLER..
WHEN YOU KISS HIM.

NOW..ITF YOU'RE
READY...

IF IT HELPS, CL.OSE
YOUR EYES AND THINK _
OF THE CHEERLEADERS. |




WHOAM! I'M LLOOKING
AT YOUR CHEST!/

NO/! I KNOW
WHAT YOuU MEAN.
YOou NWERE A LLOT
SMALLER A FEW

MINUTES AGO/

JUST CANDY SYRUP. WWE
SHOUL.D HAVE KNOWN IT
WAS BUNK - T DIDN’'T
FEEL. ANYTHING!/

OH..LIM..THAT CAME OUT
WRONG. I’'M SORRY.

AND YOU WERE A L.OT
BIGGER! I DON’'T
BEL.IEVE THIS, IT

ACTUALLY WORKED/




I TOLD YOu IT WOUL.D.
NOW WHY DON’'T I TAKE THE YEAH/ I HAVE TO
AFTER SHOTS SO YOU TWWO GET GOING SOON,
CAN GET DRESSED AGAIN. ANYWAY.

TODD’'S HAVING ONE LAST GET-
TOGETHER AT HIS PLACE
BEFORE CLLASSES START

MONDAY. AND I CAN'T WATIT
TO SEE WHAT EVERYBODY
LOOKS LLIKE AT THIS SIZE!

HI, GABE. YOU LLOOK
DIFFERENT. DID YOU L.OSE
WEIGHT THIS SUMMER?




THAT'S WHAT HAPPENS
WHEN YOU TAKE THE
SUMMER OFF FROM THE GYmM/

.y/_{m*h\\“;\;
MU AL NS AT LEAST HE
(g GOES TO THE GYM.

u .*‘

&

SOOO.LLET ME GET
YOu A BEER.

HEY, YEAH/
WHAT THE HELL
IS GOING ON7?T




DONATED 3 INCHES
TO TYLER.

WHY WouL.D
You DO THAT?

IS THIS BECAUSE OF WHAT
I SAID THE OTHER DAY?T

HE HAS TO LLIVE
WITH THAT KIND OF
DISCRIMINATION
HIS WHOLE LLIFE.
IF I CAN HELP,
THEN I WILL. IT'S
NOT LLIKE PEOPLE
ARE GOING TO LLOOK
AT ME DIFFERENTL.Y.

I KNOW THAT GUY’'S
YOUR FRIEND, BUT
HE’'S CREEPY.
WHENEVER WE HANG
OUT IN YOUR ROOM,
HE JUST SITS THERE
AND NEVER SAYS A
WORD. IT’'S LLIKE
HE’'S HIDING
SOMETHING. I DON’'T
TRUST HIM..IF YOU
WANTED TO DONATE
SOME OF YOUR
HEIGHT, WHY DIDN'T
YOU GIVE IT TO ME?




THEY WERE MY
FRIENDS, SUT I
COULDN'T EXPL.AIN
WHAT IT WNWAS.

I COULDN'T TELL
THEM WHAT IT WAS
THAT CONNECTED
ME TO TYLER.

THEN AGAIN, THEIR
ATTITUDES TOWARD
MY ROOMMATE
SHOUL.D HAVE BEEN
A WARNING TO ME.

<7 COME ON,

MAN/! YoOu GOT
10 BACK IN
THE SPRING/

I'M STILL
RUSTY,
THAT'S AlL...

5 AND HE’'S STILL
IT’'S BECAUSE YOU L.OST BTGGCER THAN YOU.

SOME OF YOUR SIZE WEREN'T THOSE THE

SINCE THEN/ S0S YOU GRASBSBED ON
- YOUR LAST SET?




-BUT THEN,
I WASN’'T
THINKING
ABOUT THEM
OR THAT
CRAPPY FIRST
WEEK IN THE
GYM. NOT
EVEN THE
START OF
CLASSES
CouL.D TAKE
MY MIND AWAY
FROM THAT

NEXT FRIDAY. HI, GABRIEL. HOW
WERE YOUR
CLASSEST

BORING AS
ALWAYS. HOW
WERE YOURS?T

LECTURES.
YOu KNOW
HOW THEY G&O.

TRUE THAT! IF
YOU'RE HERE,
MASON, DOES THAT
MEAN WE'RE GOING
AHEAD WITH THE
1 NEXT PART OF YOUR
EXPERIMENT?




GABRIEL., NO/

I’'mM

GRATEFLUL. FOR THE
S INCHES You
GAVE ME. You

PROVED TO ME YOUu
WERE SERIOUS

WHEN YOou SAID
You WouL.D. T
DON’'T NEED ANY

MORE. YOU DON’T
HAVE TO FEEL.
SORRY FOR ME.

SO I'M SUPPOSED TO
FEEL. SORRY FOR YOU
WITH YOUR TALL-
PEOPLE PROBLEMS?Y

THIS ISN'T
JUST ABOUT
FEELLING SORRY
FOR YOU, TYL.ER.

THIS Is ABOUT
HOW MY HEAD
ONLY BRUSHES THE
TOP OF DOOR
FRAMES NOW.
THIS Is ABOUT
SQUATS FEEL.ING
EASIER ON LLEG
DAY. NOBODY
THOUGHT I WAS ON
THE BASKETBALL
TEAM THIS WEEK.
I DIDN'T ONCE
GET ASKED HOW
THE WEATHER WAS
UuP HERE.

YEAH, SURE. HA!
TAKE YOUR CLOTHES
OFF SO MASON CAN
GET HIS PICTURES

AND WE CAN DO THIS.







ARE YOU SURE
You WANT TO DO
THIS, GABET
YOu SOUNDED
LIKE YOU ONLY
WANTED TO GET
DOWN TO &°3",
SUT THIS DOSE
WIklL MAKE YOU

e'=".

JUSTIN IS &'2a"
I’ BE THE SAME
SIZE AS HIM.
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WOWW. IF YOuU WERE

ANYONE ELSE, T'D
THIS TS AMAZING/ THINK YOU WERE

You LOOK.. . HUMAN., MAKING FUN OF ME.

IT’'M NOT/
HAVE A LOOK!
SEE FOR YOURSELFR/




HEY, WHY DON'T WE GO
GRAB A PIZZA TO

CELEBRATE” MASON CAN
COME WITH US SINCE HE

MADE THIS HAPPEN.

AND I HAVE NOTHING
TO WEAR. MY SHOES
WERE ALREADY TOO
TIGHT AFTER LLAST

WEEK, AND MY CLLOTHES

WILlL LLOOK SILL.Y/

OoH MY GOD/! IN HIGH
SCHOOL., T NEVER THOUGHT
I WOULD HIT 5’ I WAS

STUCK AT 411" RIGHT UP TO
MY SENIOR YEAR.
I ACCEPTED I WOULD
ALWAYS BE SHORT, BUT
I PRAYED I WOULDN'T GET
STUCK BELLOW THAT 5’

MARIK. IT WAS SuUCH A
GOOD DAY WHEN I LEARNED
THAT LAST INCH HAD
CREPT UFP ON ME BEFORE
GRADUATION. THIS.S'&"..IT
NEVER DREAMT. GABRIEL.,
THANK YoOou! THANK YOU SO
MUCH FOR THIS/

I'D L.OVE TO, BUT T
HAVE A LAB REPORT
TO WRITE UP.
THERE’'S NO TIME
FOR FLIN WHEN YOWRE
IN GRAD sSCHOOL/

THAT’'S OKAY, WE’L.L.
MAKE A STOFP ON
THE WAY.



WHAT CAN I
GET YoOou TWO
TO DRINK?

I JuUsT
NEED TO
SEE SOME

I DON'T KNOW. HOW DO
I KNOW HE WON’'T SHARE
HIS BEER” HA HA!

A BEER AND A SODA,
COMING RIGHT UP.

I’ HAVE
A BEER.

AND Tl
NEED TO SEE
YOUR I.D.

I’'M NOT =1
AlLL I WANT
IS A SODA.

YOU KNOW, GABE,
I THINK THERE ARE

LESS OBNOXIOoUS
WAYS TO GET A BEER

IF I WANTED ONE.




SHE WAS TRYING TO GET
YOUR NAME. THAT GIRL.
WAS FLLIRTING WITH You!

SHE WAS ONLY
FLIRTING BECALUSE
SHE WANTED A BIG TIP.

WOW/ YOuU REALLY ARE
CLUELESS ABOUT GIRL.S/
YOou DON'T HAVE TO BE NOW.
THEY’'RE GONNA START
LOOKING AT YOU LLIKE SHE
DID. AND THEY'RE GONNA
FLIRT. AND YOUWRE GONNA
HAVE TO LEARN TO LLIKE IT/

BESIDES, YOUWRE THE
KIND OF GUY THEY WANT.
I'M TOO BUSY TO TALL. MANLY JAWN.
THINK ABOUT LLOTS OF MUSCLES.
GIRLS. I HAVE A
HEAVY CLASS LLOAD
THIS SEMESTER, AND
I HAVE TO FOCUS ON
THAT IF T WANT TO
GRADUATE THIS YEAR.

WAIT! YOUW'VE BEEN
CHECKING ME OUT?” You
DO LLIKE GIRLS, DON'T You?




IT’'S NOT LLIKE THAT/

I NEVER HAD A GIRL.
NOTICE ME BEFORE.
NOBODY WANTED TO SIT
WITH ME AT LLUNCH, OR
HANG OUT AFTER SCHOOL..
NOBODY WANTED TO GO TO
THE PROM IWITH ME. EVEN
I~ I HAD GOTTEN LUCKY,
I NEVER STUCK AROUND
LLONG ENOUGH TO ENJOY
IT. I sSHUT OFF THOSE
FEELINGS A LLONG TIME
AGO. I GUESS..T GUESS..

GABE!’

I’'M GOING TO TELL
YOU A SECRET, TYLER.
WHENEVER I BROUGHT

A GIRL BACK TO MY

ROOM LAST YEAR, I

MADE SURE MY
ROOMMATE WNWAS
ALWAYS IN. I DIDN’'T
WANT THINGS TO GET
TOO INTIMATE. I WAS
AFRAID OF GETTING
TOO CL.OSE..OF
GETTING HURT. I
KNOW HOW YOuU FEEL..

I THOUGHT THAT

WAS YOU HIDING OVER
HERE IN THE CORNER.

TODD’'S GOING TO BE
DISAPPOINTED YOU
BLLEW OFF THE SEASON
OPENER TO HANG OUT
WITH YOUR ROOMMATE.

IT'S NOT LLIKE THE
ACTUAL GAME IS
TONIGHT. WHAT ASOUT
You? TIRED OF TODD?
OR DON’'T LLIKE FOOTBALL?"




HA! I GOT
DRAFTED TO
PICK UP THE

PIZZAS. THIS
PLLACE IS SO
SWAMPED, WE
WOUL.DN’'T GET
THEM UNTIL
AFTER
MIDNIGHT IF
WE HAD THEM
DEL.IVERED/

I’'M GOING TO
THE BATHROOM...
IF YOou TWWO
WANT TO TALIK.

WAIT! ARE YOU AS
TALL AS ME?T BUT I’
WEARING HEEL.S.
THERE’'S NO WAY ..

YOUWRE STILL GIVING
HIM YOUR HEIGHT?”
WHY, GABET WHY?

IF THERE WAS ONE
THING YOU CouLD
CHANGE ABOUT
YOURSELF, WOULDN’'T You?




NOT MY HEIGHT..
LINLLESS I CoulL.D
MAKE MYSELF TALLER.

NOT &’8"/ IT WAS COOL. TOWERING
OVER EVERYBODY IN HIGH SCHOOL..
I NEVER HAD TO WORRY ABOUT
BULL.IES, SUT AT HOME.WELL. &'8"
WAS COOL. IN HIGH SCHOOL., BUT
THIS ISN'T HIGH SCHOOL. THIS IS
THE REAL WORL.D. MY HEIGHT WAS
MORE TROUBLE THAN IT WAS WORTH,
BUT &'2" IS PERFECT. I'M STILL
TALLER THAN A LLOT OF PEOPLE, AND
I ACTUALLY FIT IN THIS WORL.D.

TODD IS &’S" AND HE
NEVER COMPLAINS.
HE LLOVES BEING
THAT TALL. HIS
HEIGHT IS ONE OF
THE THINGS I L.OVE
ABOUT HIM. WHAT IS
THIS REALLY ABOUT,
GABET IS TYLER
MANIPULATING YOU?

IF ANYTHING, T HAD TO
FORCE HIM TO DO THIS.
IT'S JUST LLIKE I TOLD
YOU, SASHA, T WANTED
THIS. I'M HAPPIER AT
&2, AND I'M SURE TYLER
IS HAPPIER BEING 5’6"
BUT THIS IS AS FAR AS
WE'RE GOING. YOuU DON’'T
HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT ME.

-




I WAS HAPPY IWITH
THE CHANGE. IT WAS
NICE TO FIT IN THE

CHAIRS AND DESKS

WITHOUT STRETCHING
OUT ACROSS THE ROOM.

AND NOT ONE GIRL-
ACCUSED ME OF
MANSPREADING/




THE GYM IWAS
A DIFFERENT
STORY...

THAT’'S BECAUSE HIS
THAT’S USUALLY MUSCLES GOT SMALLER
A WARM-UP SET! WITH THE REST OF HIM/

EH, IT'M STILL TRYING
TO GET BACK FROM

THE SUMMER BREAK. KEEP TELLING
YOURSELF THAT,..

SHORTY. HA!




IT DIDN'T SBOTHER ME
THAT MUCH, BUT IT
REMINDED ME OF
SOMETHING TYLER
SAID.SOMETHING
THAT STULCK WITH ME.

IT'S NOT LLIKE THAT. I WAS
THINKING HOW MUCH
SEXTER YOU'D LLOOK..TO THE
LADIES..TF YOU CAME TO
THE GYM WITH ME AND PUT
ON A LLITTLE MUSCLE.

ARE YOuU
WATCHING ME
GET DRESSED?

YOUW'VE BEEN TRYING
TO GET ME TO GO
WITH YOuU FOR
S WEEKS NOW. I KEEP
TELLING YOU, T DON'T
HAVE THE TIME. THE
ASSIGNMENTS AND
THE PAPERS AREN'T
LETTING UP, THEY'RE
GETTING WORSE.




I KNEW TYLER MADE EXCUSES,
BUT THEY DIDN'T COVER FOR THE
LSUAL. REASONS. I THOUGHT HIS

KIDNEY PROBLEMS AS A KID

LEFT HIM WITH LLOW

TESTOSTERONE OR SOMETHING.

I THOUGHT I CoulD
SHOW HIM THAT HIS
SMALL, FRATIL. FRAME
COoOuUL.D BE OVERCOME,
THAT HE COULD GET
THE MUSCLE HE
ENVIED ME FOR.

IF I UNDERSTOOD
MASON’S LLONG-
WINDED SCIENCE
LECTURE ON THIS
STUFF, T CoulLD
GIVE TYLER THE
PSYCHOLOGICAL.
PUSH HE NEEDED.

I WANTED THIS,

I WAS SURE OF IT.
I WATITED UNTIL THE
NEXT FRIDAY SO
TYLER WOUL.D HAVE
THE WEEKEND TO
APPRECIATE THIS.
AND THEN...

WHY ARE YOU
STANDING THERET




I’'M SORRY, BUT YOuU
WHAT THE HELL., NEEDPED THIS. I KNOW
GCABRTIEL™ YOuU WOUIL.DN’'T HAVE
AGREED, BUT YoUu'lLlL SEE!

SEE WHAT?

I DON'T FEEL. THAT
MUCH BIGGER, BUT
YOU SURE LLOOK
SMALLER. I THINK
WE NEED TO TALK
TO MASON BECAUSE
SOMETHING'S
WRONG WITH THAT

NOTHING'S WRONG
WITH IT. TAKE
OFF YOUR SHIRT

AND HAVE A LLOOK
IN THE MIRROR.

I DON'T SEE ANYTHING.
WERE YOU TRYING TO
I KNOW IT’'S HARD

MAKE ME FAT?
TO SEE, BUT LLOOK

AT THIS.




WHOA M/
THERE’'S
ACTUALLY
SOMETHING
THERE!

AND ON THE OTHER SIDE,
YOou HAVE THE
BEGINNING OF A TRICEP.

I CAN FEEL. IT IN MY [ THAT’'S HOW EVERYBODY
CHEST, TOO. T ACTUALLY Sl S AETER CrieTE

HAVE A CHEST/ FIRST FEW WEEKS IN
THE GYM.

GABRIEL., I'M GRATEFUL.
YOU'D DO THIS FOR ME,
BUT YOuU SHOULDN'T HAVE.
I WAS SERIOUS ABOUT NOT
HAVING TIME TO GO TO
THE GYM IWITH YOU. RIGHT
NOW, I ONLY CAME BACK
TO PICK UP MY BOOKS SO
I COuULD GET BACK TO THE
LIBRARY. I HAVE A 10
PAGE RESEARCH PAPER
DuUE MONDAY, AND I NEED
TO SPEND THE WHOLE
WEEKEND WORKING ON IT.
I’'M SORRY. I’'M SORRY
IF I LLET YOuU DOWN.




TYLER, THE ONLY PERSON

YOou CouUL.D EVER LET
DOWN IS YOou. You MEAN THAT?

YOWRE NOT MAD AT ME?




READY TO GO TO TODD’'S
PLLACE? WE JUST HAVE TO

STOP BY COLE’'S DORM ~WAIT! ARE YOU
FIRST, AND.. M SHORTER THAN ME?

I THINK WHATEVER YOU
DID TO YOURSELF IS
STILL HAPPENING! DON’'T
GET ME WRONG, I LLIKE IT..

&
|,

YEAH! NOW I'M NOT THE
SHORTEST IN THE GROUP!/




HEY TY. WATIT!/

| [ YEAH, THANKS...
YOUWRE A NORMAL. | SIERK!
PERSON NOW/

MAYBE IT’'S THE
WAY YOu JuUsT
MADE FUN OF HIM
THE WAY COLE
AND TODD ARE
mrave rze P ALATSTESE
PROBLEM?T

BUT WE'RE JUST
BUSTING EACH
OTHER'S BALLS.
I MEAN, THAT’'S
WHAT FRIENDS
DO. I DIDN'T
MEAN ANYTHING

You AND TYLER
AREN'T FRIENDS/
YOU DON'T KNOW
HIM GOOD
ENOULGH TO JOKE
LLIKE THAT/ You
KNOW WHAT?
FORGET IT. LET'S
GET GOING..




YOU TOLD ME YOou T KNOW, BUT HONESTLY,

WEREN'T GIVING YOUR [ 1,
I'M HAVING SO MUCH FUN.
FEOOMMATE AT NMORE: | I HAVEN'T BEEN THIS

OF YOUR SIZE/ STIZE SINCE 7TH GRADE.

SO.WHAT? YOU WANT TO BE I’'M NOT UNDER ANY

A KID AGAIN? IF THE STRESS, SASHA. You
STRESS IS GETTING TO YOou, SHOUL.D SEE HOW HAPPY
WHY NOT TAKE A SEMESTER TYLER IS WITH THE
OFF L.IKE EVERYSBODY ELSE? CHANGE. I WANT TO DO

THIS.FOR HIM.
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ARE YOU SURE YOWRE
NOT DOING THIS FOR
YOou?>” A MONTH AGO,
YOU SATD SOMETHING
ABOUT YOUR HEIGHT
CAULSING PROSBLEMS AT
HOME. IS THIS REALLY
SOME MISGUIDED
ATTEMPT TO COPE WITH
PARENT ISSUEST

WHATEVER IT SOUNDED L.IKE
I SAID, IT’'S NOT TRUE. IT
WAS A SILIP, THAT'S Al.l..

GABE, YOURE A PRETTY
OUTGOING GUY. I’'VE
ALWAYS THOUGHT YOu WERE
FRIENDLY AND CONFIDENT.
BUT AFTER THAT NIGHT AT
SERGIO’'S, T REALIZED YOU
DON'T REALLY TALK ABOUT
YOURSELF. SURE, YOU TALK
ABOUT YOUR CLASSES, YOUR
MAJOR, YOUR DREAMS..BUT
I DON'T REMEMBER YOU
SAYING ANYTHING ABOUT
YOUR TIME BEFORE YOU GOT
TO COLLEGE. I’'VE NEVER
HEARD YOU SAY ANYTHING
ABOUT YOULR PARENTS. I
DON’'T KNOW IF YOU HAVE
ANY BROTHERS OR SISTERS.




IF THAT'S WHAT YoOou
BECAUSE THERE’'S WANT, GABE. BUT..IF
NOTHING TO TALK ABOUT. YOU DO FEEL L.IKE

CAN YOU DROP IT, PLEASET ||| TALKING ABOWT IT,
I WILL LISTEN.

SASHA IS A GREAT
FRIEND. I'VE KNOWN
HER SINCE OUR
FRESHMAN YEAR.
BUT SHE COULDN'T
LINDERSTAND.

I MET JUSTIN IN THE
GYM MY SOPHOMORE
I'VE KNOWN COLE AND YEAR, AND HE COUL.DN'T
TODD SINCE FRESHMAN RELATE. THERE WAS
YEAR, TOO, AND THEY ONLY ONE PERSON WHO
COULDN'T UNDERSTAND ME. REALLY KNEW MY
i SITUATION...
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LAND SOMEHOW T
KNEW HE'D SPEND THE
WEEKEND EXPL.ORING

HIS NEW MUSCLE
INSTEAD OF WORKING

ON THAT PAPER HE
COMPLAINED ABOUT.

I.IT.IT.ANAS JUST..IT
THOUGHT I HAD A RASH/
I WAS JUST CHECKING..

WHEN I'M SHAVING, Il
BOUNCE MY PECS TO SEE
IF THEY GOT ANY BIGGER.
WHEN I'M CHANGING, I’l-L-
TIGHTEN MY TRICEP JUST
TO sSEE THAT HORSESHOE.

TYLER, YOU DON'T HAVE
TO BE EMBARRASSED
AROUND ME. I CHECK

MY SELF OUT IN THE

MIRROR AlLlL THE TIME/

THERE’'S
NOTHING
WRONG WITH
ENJOYING THIS.




AND YOuU WILL HAVE TO
LEARN TO LLOSE THE
INHIBITIONS.

I’ BE HONEST WITH YOUu,
TYLER, T CATCH GL.IMPSES OF
SOME OF THE GUYS IN THE
LOCKER ROOM, AND I CATCH
GUYS EYEING ME. IT’'S
NOTHING TO BE ASHAMED OF.
IT'S NOT WEIRD. IT'S
NATURAL. IT’'S CURIOSITY.
IT'S IN OUR NATURE TO SEE
HOW WE COMPARE TO
OTHERS. IN A WAY IT'S
ACTUALLY FLATTERING WHEN
ANOTHER GUY THINKS YOU'RE
BIG ENOUGH TO CHECK OuUT.
IT MEANS YOUWRE DOING
SOMETHING RIGHT.

YOU'l.le- HAVE TO GET
LUSED TO OTHER
GUYS CHECKING

OouUT THAT MUSCLE
IN THE SHOWER.

THEN MAYBE WE
SHOULD GO TO BED
AND TALK ABOUT THIS
IN THE MORNING.




HE WAS HOPING I’'D
FORGET ALL ABOUT IT
IN THE MORNING WHEN
I WAS SOBER, BUT I
DIDN'T. I DIDN'T BRING
IT UP THOUGH. HE WAS
STILL EMBARRASSED,
AND I GOT THAT.

You GUYs
STARTED
WITHOUT ME?
HOW LLONG HAVE
YOou BEEN HERET

AlLL. T WANTED WAS TO
GET IN THE &GYM AND
TRY TO GET BACK IN

THE GROOVE I HAD
FALLEN OUT OF.

=0 MINUTES. WE WERE
ANXTITOUS TO WORK OFF
THE BEER FROM LAST
NIGHT. BY THE WAY, WE
NWERE THINKING MAYBE
YOu COoOuUL.D SET uUP ON
ANOTHER BENCH.
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IT TAKES TOO LLONG TO
STRIP OFF AlLL THE YEAH. JUST LET US
WEIGHT FOR YOUR SETS. KNOW WHEN YOURE
WE FIGURED IT WOUL.D READY FOR A SPOT.
GO FASTER IF YOU USED
YOUR OWN BENCH.

SASHA WONDERED WHY
I DIDN'T OPEN MYSELF
UP. COLE AND JUSTIN
TOOK WHAT WAS ALREADY
GOING TO BE A CRAPPY
SESSION, AND THEY MADE
IT WORSE. I WAS A
MONTH AND A HALF INTO
THE SEMESTER, AND I WAS
FOOL.ING MYSEL.F.
EXCUSES OR NOT, T
STOPPED COMING TO THE
GYM AFTER THIS.




I FEL.T LLIKE A LLOST
CAUSE, BUT TYLER..
TYLER HAD POTENTIAL.
I THOUGHT HE ONLY
NEEDED ONE MORE
PUSH TO HOOK HIM.

YOuU FORGOT WHAT
MASON SAID.

GABRIEL, NO!/ IT'M IN CONTROL..

BESIDES, T KNOW YOu
WANT THIS AS MUCH AS
I WANT TO GIVE IT TO YoOou.
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EVERYBODY MY WHOLE L.IFE.
AND YOU..YOUW'VE HAD EVERYBODY

LOOKING UP AT YOU. HELL, T
USED TO STAND EYE LLEVEL WITH
YOUR STOMACH, AND HERE I AM

LOOKING YOU IN THE EYE.
WE’'RE THE SAME HEIGHT, NOW.

I CAN’'T BELLIEVE WE'RE THE

SAME HEIGHT.

HA! You AND MATH/
YEAH, T'M NOT GIVING
AlLL. MY HEIGHT FOR
MUSCLE. IF YOU GET BUFF
AT 56", YOU’'lL.. LLOOK L.IKE
A FIREPLUG. IT WNILL BE
MORE IMPRESSIVE IF
YOu WERE TALLER - EVEN
IF ONLY A COUPLE
INCHES. SO I'M GIVING
YOou 1 INCH OF MY HEIGHT,
AND THE OTHER TWO ARE
GOING TOWARD MUSCLE.

WATIT, WHY ARE WE THE
SAME HEIGHT? IF
YOUWRE GIVING
ME.MUSCLE..T sHOUL.D
STILL BE 5’6", AND You
SHOULD BE 5’8" WHY
AREN'T YOU =X INCHES
TALLER THAN ME?”




YOou ARE CRAZY,
GABRIEL. YOU'VE BEEN
THINKING ABOUT THIS

WAY TOO MUCH.

REALLY?” WOW!/
JUST..IT NEVER REALLY
THOUGHT ABOUT IT
THAT WAY. I NEVER
HAD A BROTHER, SO..

IT'sS

NOT REALLY. WE'RE
BROTHERS, YOU AND ME.
MAYBE NOT REAL
BROTHERS, BUT WE’'RE
THAT CLLOSE. THERE
ISN'T NOTHING I
WOUIL.DN’'T DO FOR YOuU.

You HAD NOTHING TO
COMPARE THIS TOO.

= DIFFERENT PEOPLE.
PHYSICALLY, WNE COUL.DN'T
HAVE BEEN MORE OPPOSITE.
AND PERSONALITY? YoOu
WERE A SHY BOOKWORM. YOU
BURIED YOURSELF IN YOUR
SCHOOLWORK SO YOu
WOULDN'T HAVE TO GET
INVOLVED WITH SOCTIAL
ACTIVITIES. I’'M OUTGOING.
I HUNG OUT WITH OTHER
PEOPLE. I WENT TO THE GYM
WITH COLE AND JUSTIN. YET
WE HAVE THE SAME
BACKGROUND. WWE SHARE A
PAST. WWE HAVE THAT
CONNECTION BETWEEN US.
THAT’'S WHAT BROTHERS ARE.




AND I KNEW YOuU SAW
IT, TOO, THE MOMENT HONESTLY?” I THOUGHT
YOU AGREED TO BE MY YOuU COUL.DN'T BE ANY
ROOMMATE THIS YEAR. WORSE THAN THE JERKS I
GOT STUCK WITH BEFORE.

MY GIFTS TO TYLER
WERE CHANGING HIM IN
MANY WAYS. MY OL.D
ROOMMATE WOUL.D NEVER
HAVE TRIED TO CRACK A
JOKE LLIKE THAT. I KNEW
THEN HOW RIGHT I WAS

TO DO THIS FOR HIM.

OUTSIDE MY CIRCLE OF
FRIENDS, NO ONE NOTICED
I SHOWED UP TO CL.ASS
SMALLER THAN LAST WEEK.
NO ONE CARED.




WHEN I WAS &’8",
I STUCK OuUT.
EVERYBODY NOTICED
ME. EVERYBODY
KNEW ME AS THAT
"CRAZY TALL GuUY."

AT 5’8" T WAS
LUNREMARKABL.E.

I SBLLENDED IN.
NOBODY SAW ME AS
ANYTHING SUT
ANOTHER CLLASSMATE.

THAT WAS A LLONG

CHAPTER! WERE

YOou ABLLE TO GET
THROUGH IT?

I ALMOST PULLED
AN ALL-NIGHTER,
BUT YEAH.

IT WAS THE SAME WITH
TYLER, EXCEPT FOR HIM,
HE DIDN'T HAVE ANYONE
STARING AT THE
MIDGET..OR AVOIDING
STARING HIM.




WHAT ARE YOU
DOINGT

I CAN'T GET USED
TO THE WAY MY
FEET TOuCH THE

FLLOOR WHEN I SIT/

EVERYTHING,
THAT'S WHAT
You CAN'T GET
USED TOT” HA/

WHAT I CAN'T GET USED TO ARE
THE SMALLER PORTION SIZES.

I USED TO EAT THIS MUCH AND GO
BACK FOR SECONDS, S8UT MY
STOMACH GOT SMALLER WITH THE
REST OF ME. MY MIND STILL
TELLS ME I HAVE TO EAT AlLL THIS,
BUT I’'l.L. BE STUFFED IF I DO/




I CAN’'T BELLIEVE YOU'RE

I DIDN'T THINK YOou ’
WOUL.DN’'T HAVE LLEFT

BUT YOU REALLY SPLIT
THE TRANSFORMATION

BETWEEN HEIGHT AND
I LEFT THE FORMULA IN | MUSCLE? T HAVE TO SEE

CASE YOU WANTED TO 7
THIS! TAKE OFF YOUR
CHANGE BACK/ SHIRT, TYLER/

I TOLD YOU OTHER GUYS
WOUL.D WANT TO SEE THAT/
YOou BETTER GET USED TO IT/




THAT’'S DEFINITELY THE
START OF A BEACH BODY. I KEEP TELLING
I’'M SURPRISED YOU DON’'T GABRIEL. I DON’'T
HAVE A GIRLFRIEND, HAVE TIME WITH AlLL
LOOKING L.IKE THAT!/ THE HOMEWORIK.

TALK TO ME ABOUT
HOMEWORK WHEN YOuU
START GRAD sSCHOOL/
YOou CAN'T BURY
YOURSELF IN THIS ROOM
ALL DAY, TYLER. YOU
HAVE TO MAKE TIME FOR -
A LLIFE OR YOU IWIL.L.
CRACK UNDER THE BUT I LLIKE THE WORK.
STRESS OF THAT WORK.

JUST AN EXCUSE/
TYLER, YOUWRE AFRAID
OF REJECTION.
ADMIT IT.

IT WAS AN EXCUSE,
BUT IT WASN’'T
REJECTION TYLER
FEARED.




I GET IT MORE THAN
YOU KNOW. YOUW'RE
AFRATID TO PUT
YOURSELF IN THE
SPOTLIGHT.

YOUW'VE BEEN THE
LITTLE, SCRAWNWNY GUY
FOR SO LLONG, YOURE

AFRATID OF THE

REACTIONS WHEN

PEOPLE SEE THIS
VERSION OF YOU. BUT
I THINK WHAT SCARES

YOoUu THE MOST, IS

THAT YOU MIGHT
ACTUALLY LIKE THIS.
TAKE YOUR SHIRT OFF,

AND I’L.l. SHOW YOu.

TAKE OFF YOUR
SHIRT AGATIN.




HAPPY NOW,
GABE..HEY!
WHAT ARE YOUW..7

ETHET
FEEL.S...
IT FEELS
WEIRD.
PLEASE
STOP.

CLLOSE YOUR EYES.
FEEL THE FINGERS
ACROSS THAT LITTLE
SLLAB OF MUSCLE.

I WANT YOU TO TELL
ME HOW THIS
MAKES YOUWU FEEL..

DON’'T THINK
ABOUT ME, TYLER.
DON’'T THINK OF

ME AS A GUY.

AND TELL ME
HOW IT FEEL.S.




IT FEEL.S..GOOD!/

FEEL THEM TRACING
ACROSS YOUR ABS.
HOW DOES THAT FEEL.T

-BUT THINK HOW SPECTIAL |
IT WOULD FEEL. ITF THOSE
LITTLE BUMPS WERE
BIGGER..ITF YOU HAD DEEP
RIDGES FOR THOSE
FINGERS TO EXPL.ORE.

KEEP YOUR EYES
CLLOSED! FOCUS ON
THE FINGERS.

IT FEELS..SPECTIAL..
IT FEEL.S SPECTIAL.,
GABE, BUT...




JUDGING FROM THE
TIGHTNESS IN YOUR

IT'S NOT WHAT IT

3 PANTS, T THINK 1 -
| MR. HAPPY DISAGREES. LOOKS LIKE! IT'S

NOT..IT MEAN, IT'M NOT..

TYLER, RELAX. YOU LLIKE
HAVING THIS NEW
MUSCLE CARESSED. IT'S
NOTHING TO BE ASHAMED
OF, THAT WAS MY POINT.

WHEN YOU FIND SOMESBODY
YOuU WANT TO BE WITH, THAT
PERSON WILL WANT TO DO
THIS. THEY WILL WANT TO
CARESS YOUR MUSCLE. THEY
WIkl. WANT TO WORSHIP YOuU.
AND YOU WWILL HAVE TO BE
COMFORTABLE WITH THAT.

AT THE VERY LLEAST, YOU
NOW HAVE SOMETHING NEW
TO TRY IN THE SHOWER
THIS WEEKEND/




YOouU'vE BEEN
QUIET SINCE WE
GOT HERE. DOES
THIS HAVE TO DO
WITH YESTERDAY?”

You DON'T HAVE TO READ

TOO MUCH INTO IT, TYLER.

I'D.RATHER.FORGET THIS TIME OF OUR LLIVES
ABOUT THAT. IS SUPPOSED TO BE ABOUT..

OH, HEY, MASON!
WANT TO JOIN Us?”




THANKS. I WAS WRITING uP YOURE WELCOME
A LAB IWHEN MY STOMACH TO ONE OF OURS.
STARTED GROWL.ING. WE ORDERED
THOUGHT IT WAS TIME TO MORE THAN WE
COME GRAB A SL.ICE. SHOUL.D HAVE.

[ GUESS T’'l.l. HAVE TO BRING BY THE WAY, ARE YOU

THE PIZZA NEXT TIME TIWO GOING TO THE
I COME BY YOUR DORM. HALL.OWNWEEN BASH

NEXT WEEK?

HALL OWNEEN WAS
NEVER A BIG DEAL
FOR ME. I'D RATHER
FORGET AlLL ABOUT
IT. BESIDES, T HAVE
A PAPER DUE NEXT
FRIDAY. I NEED THE
TIME TO WORIK ON IT.




WHAT DO YOU MEANT WHAT
KID DOESN'T LLOOK FORWARD
TO DRESSING UFP AND
GOING TRICK-OR-TREATING?

BUT TYLER, THE THING
ABOUT BEING ADULTS
IS WE GET TO REINVENT
THE HOLIDAYS INTO
WHAT WE WANT THEM TO
BE. WHY DON'T WE
CELEBRATE IN OUR
ROOM? WE’l.lL. PUT ON
STUPID COSTUMES,
STUFF OURSELVES WITH
CANDY, AND ACT
FOOL.ISH WHERE NO ONE
WILL SEE UsS.

I KNOW YOU TIWO ARE
TRYING TO BOOST MY
THAT’'S A GOOD IDEA! WHY SELF-ESTEEM, BUT I'M
DON’'T YOU DRESS UP AS NOT THAT BIG. I’'LL.
THE HULK..OR SUPERMANT LOOK STUPID DRESSING
UP AS THE HULK.




HE LLOOKED
STUPID
ANYWAY..BUT
THAT WAS
THE POINT.

YOU LLOOK LLIKE
YOURE GOING
TO A FRAT
PARTY.

SPEAKING OF.YOUWRE NOT THEN WE’LLL. HAVE TO
REALLY SUPPOSED TO HAVE ETINISH ITT BEFORE
BEER IN THE DORMS. WE GET CALGHT/

UH-OH! THERE’'S THE TODD! WHY ARE
FUN POL.ICE NOW!/ : You HERET




GULESS IT WAS A GOOD
THING YOU DIDN'T DRESS
AS THE HULK AFTER AL/

YOU'RE SO SMAL.L.,
GABE. WHAT THE
HELL IS GOING ON7?T

YOou GUYsS STOPPED
HANGING OUT WITH ME AlLL
OF A SUDDEN, AND YOu
WONDER WHAT IS GOING ON7?

IT'S NOT LLIKE THAT,
GABE. ALL WE DID WAS
GIVE YOU SOME SPACE.

BULLSHIT/! yYou AND —
JUSTIN AND COLE TURNED 4
YOUR BACKS ON ME
BECAUSE YOU DON'T WANT
TO SHARE ME WITH TYLER/

EVEN YOU HAVE TO ADMIT
THIS IS PRETTY WEIRD. WHAT
IS IT ABOUT THAT GUY THAT
WOULD MAKE YOU GO AND DO
THIS TO YOURSELF GABE?”




TYLER'S THE
ONLY TRUE
FRIEND I HAVE.
HE DOESN’T
ABANDON ME
BECAUSE
THINGS GET A
LITTLE "WEIRD."
I REALIZED
HE’'S THE ONLY
PERSON IN
THIS WORL.D T
REALLY TRUST.
YOuU WANNA SEE
WHAT THAT’'S
LIKE, TODD?

GABRIEL., NO/ YOWRE YOU'RE NOT. I'M IN
DRUNK. IT WOUL.D BE LLIKE CONTROL, REMEMBER?

TAKING ADVANTAGE OF YOu. THIS WON'T WORK IF I
DON’'T REALLY WANT IT.

BUT DO WE HAVE
TO DO THIS IN
| FRONT OF TODD?T |




THANKS TYLER.

MASON, WHY..UH..DON’T WE WON’'T BE L.ONG,
WE GO AND FIND sSOME
MORE SNACKS.




YOU KNOW, GABE, YOuUu HAVE
ME ALl WRONG. WHATEVER
HAPPENED WITH COLE AND

JUSTIN, THAT WASN'T ME.

GIVE ME ONE
MORE CHANCE.
SASHA IS GOING
HOME NEXT
WEEKEND FOR
HER PARENTS’
ANNIVERSARY.
I’'M HAVING THE
GUYS OVER FOR
SOMETHING A
LITTLE WILDER
THAN NORMAL..
I WANT YOu
THERE. AND
I WANT YOuUu TO
BRING TYLER.

IT WILL BE UP TO TYLER,
BUT T'lL ASK HIM.

OKAY, SO MAYBE I
DIDN'T LINDERSTAND
HOW CL.OSE YOou AND

TYLER WERE. I'M

SORRY FOR THAT.

GREAT! I GOTTA GET
BACK TO sSASHA, BUT..IT'L.L.
EXPECT YOU BOTH AT MY

PLACE NEXT WEEKEND.




IT WOULD BE
HYPOCRITICAL OF ME
IF I ABANDONED THEM.

I DON'T KNOW,

GABE. THEY’'RE

YOUR FRIENDS,
NOT MINE.

IF THIS Is
JUST ONE BIG
JOKE, THEN WE

CAN ALWAYS

LLEAVE. YOu

TRUST ME,

YEAH.BUT I DON'T
KNOW IF YOu CAN
TRUST ME. I KIND
OF HAVE A
CONFESSION, GABE.

YOuU KNOW LAST NWEEK
WHEN YOU..YOu KNOW.
AND YOU ASKED ME
HOW IT FELT? WELL.,
IT FELLT GOOD. IT WAS
LLIKE A DREAM..AND T
DON'T MEAN THE
FEELLING ITSELF. IT
WAS YOU. YOu FEL.T
GOOD. I LLIKED THAT
YOU TOUCHED ME LLIKE
You DID. I'M SORRY,
GABE. YOU SAID You
THINK OF ME LLIKE A
BROTHER, AND I THINK
OF YOU..ITN OTHER
WAYS. I'M SORRY.




You DON'T HAVE TO
APOL.OGIZE FOR YOUR
FEELINGS, TYLER. THE

WHOLE POINT OF COLLEGE
IS FOR US TO FIND
OURSEL.VES...TO FIGURE OUT
WHO WWE'RE MEANT TO BE.

GAY. STRAIGHT. THEY'RE
JUST LABELS, TYLER. AS
LLONG AS YOU'RE ENJOYING
YOURSELF, DON'T RUIN
THAT BY TRYING TO PUT
IT IN A BOX. JUST..GO
WITH IT, AND YOU’'lL.L.
FIGURE IT OUT WHEN
YOU'RE MEANT TO.

WHAT ABOUT
THIS?

BUT.BUT IT'S You
I THINK ABOUT
WHEN I CL.OSE MY
EYES. DOESN'T THAT
MAKE ME GAY?™

BE HONEST, TYLER.
DO YOu L.LIKE IT
WHEN I DO THIST




BECAUSE IT’'S
NATURAL., TYLER.

YOou HAVE THIS NEW MUSCLE,
AND YOUW'RE JUST FINDING
OouUT IT'S ONE BIG
EROGENOUS ZONE. YOU L.IKE
HAVING IT APPRECIATED..
WORSHIPPED/

I KNEW A LLONG TIME
AGO HOW MUCH
POTENTIAL THIS
BODY HAS. YOuU DON'T
P..PLEASE, GABE. SEE IT YET, BUT
ODON’'T STOP. YOU'RE STARTING TO
LLOOK BIG TO ME.




YOU JUST NEED
PRACTICE WITH THIS
NEW BODY..EXPERIENCE.

THIS GUY
OEFINITELY
NEEDS SOME

EXPERIENCE.

WOUL.D YOou [LIKE
ME TO HELPFP YOU
WITH THAT?
WOUILLD YOU LIKE
ME TO SHOW YOuU
HOW GOO0OD THIS
CAN FEEL.7”
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JUST EASE IT IN.NICE AND
SLLOW..DON’'T TRY TO FORCE
IT.DON'T TRY TO RUSH IT..HOW
DOES THAT FEEL., TYLER?T

WEIRD'!..ITT
FEEL.S.WNEIRD.

WE HAVE TO
FIND YOuU sSOME
NEW ADJECTIVES.

WHAT DO You
EXPECT? I’'M NOT
AN ENGL.ISH MAJOR..




T FEEL L.TKE..T FEEL L.TKE
IT'M BEING RIPPED OPEN
FOR THE LARGEST SHIT
OF MY L.IFE..BUT
IT.IT.IT'S SENDING
i SUCH A THRILL UP..UP..UP
ITNTO MY CHEST.

BUT MOST OF AlLL, I FEEL
YOu. I FEEL YOU INSIDE
ME, GABE, AND IT
FEEL.S..S0..GOO0D.




READY TO GIVE IT A
TRY, TYLER?

GABE, OoH MY GOD!
IT..UH.WNON’'T WHAT? DID
GO IN. I HURT YOou?

OK TYLER, WHAT
I SAID ABOUT
NOT FORCING
IT? YOU NEED
TO A LITTLE.
JUST PUSH A
LITTLE HARDER
UNTIL YOU FEEL. IT'S A GOOD
IT GO IN..OHHHH! PAIN, TYLER.

BUT YOWRE IN.
NOW DO WHAT
COMES NATURAL.
IN AND OUT. REAL
SLOW. HOLD BACK
THE URGE AS LONG
AS YOU CAN. YOU
DON’'T WANT TO
BUST TOO SOON.




IT FEELS SO
SOFT. IT..YOu
FEEL SO WARM/

NOT THE SAME
AS USING YOUR
HAND, HUHZ

OH! FEELS LIKE YOuU
POPPED ALREADY.




TYLER, YOU HAVE NOTHING TO
BE SORRY ABOUT. THAT WAS
PERFECT. JUST PERFECT.

IT WAS YOUR FIRST TIME,
WHAT DID YOU EXPECT?” YOU
CAN'T LACE UP A PAIR OF
RUNNING SHOES AND EXPECT
TO RUN A MARATHON YOUR
FIRST TIME OUT.

: |

WOW. THAT INAS MY FIRST

TIME. T GUESS T NEVER o
THOUGHT ITD BE SO..RELAXED. CABRIEL Y




WHAT WAS LAST NIGHT?
WAS IT ALL JUST
AN..EXPERIMENT?

OR WAS THERE SOMETHING

MORE? SOMETHING MORE

BETWEEN US?

I TOLD YOU HOW I FELT. AND
IT FELT LAST NIGHT LIKE YOU
FEEL THE SAME WAY. BUT YOU
ONCE SAID WE WERE
BROTHERS. BROTHERS AREN’'T
SUPPOSED TO FEEL THIS WAY
ABOUT EACH OTHER. WHEN
I THINK ABOUT THAT, LAST
NIGHT FEELS WEIRD..AND
I DON'T MEAN WEIRD IN THE
SAME WAY I MEANT IT LAST
NIGHT. IT FEELS DIRTY..
DISGUSTING WHEN I THINK
OF YOU LIKE A BROTHER.

TYLER, YOUWRE GETTING
STUCK ON LABELS AGAIN.
WE'RE NOT BROTHERS IN
THE LITERAL SENSE.
THERE WAS NOTHING
DISGUSTING ABOUT LAST
NIGHT. IN FACT, FROM
WHERE I WAS, IT FELT
RIGHT. IT FELT
LIKE.WELL, IT'VE ALWAYS
FELT THERE WAS
SOMETHING MISSING
FROM MY LIFE.SOMETHING
BESIDES THE OBVIOUS.
LAST NIGHT, WITH YOu,
I THOUGHT I FOUND THAT
SOMETHING.




I DON'T KNOW IF WHAT WE
SHARED WILL WORK OUT,
BUT THERE’'S NO HARM IN

FINDING OUT. STOP
TRYING TO OVERTHINK IT,
AND LET THINGS.HAPPEN.

LET'S EXPLORE THIS

TOGETHER. LET'S EXPLORE
EACH OTHER WHILE WE'RE

STILL HERE TOGETHER.

S MINUTES TO DRESS..
MAYBE WE SHOULD UNGH! 10 MINUTES TO
EXPLORE THIS LATER. GET THERE..OOHHH...
MY NEXT CLASS IS
IN 3O MINUTES.

THAT LEAVES YOU 1S
WHOLE MINUTES FOR
YOUR TURN/




YOoUu DON'T HAVE TO DO
THIS FOR MY SAKE. THEY
WNERE MY FRIENDS, NOT
YOURS. AND FRANKLY, T'D Y$EL"LC';SGM$§<DINH§E\,EEP
RATHER SPEND A "QUIET" g e B M)
| NIGHT BACK AT THE DORM. '

-.BUT BEFORE WE GO IN, I WASN'T GOING TO
DO YOU WANT THEM TO ANNOUNCE IT, BUT
KNOW ABOUT..YOU AND ME? I WON'T DENY IT IF

IT COMES UP.

GOTCHA. NO ASK,
NO TELL.

THERE YOU ARE! 'BOUT
TIME YOU SHOWED!/




I’'M NOT =21
I DON'T DRINK.

WE’'VE ALREADY
STARTED, BUT THERE’'S
STILL A LLOT OF BEER/

I STARTED COLLEGE
EARLY = ONLY WAY TO
GET OUT OF THE
SYSTEM BEFORE
I TURNED 18.

I THOUGHT YOou
WERE A SENIOR
LIKE THE REST
OF uUs.

SYSTEM? LIKE
JUVIE? YOU KNOCK
OVER A CONVENIENCE
STORE WHEN YOU WERE
1S OR SOMETHING? '



CTHEY DON’T
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KNOW?)

NO, THE..UH...
SCHOOL SYSTEM.
IT..AH.WNAS BAD
AND WE DIDN'T
HAVE THE MONEY
FOR PRIVATE
SCHOOL.

) You CouLD HAVE
JUST SATID THAT. 2
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HEY B8uUDDY, READY

FOR ANOTHER
TURN, OR ARE YOU
AT YOUR LLIMIT?

GREAT!
JUST HAVE
TO GET
SOME MORE..

THAT WAS. SWEET!
WAS. THAT A NEW
HOLIDAY ELLAVOR?



I SEE WHAT YOU DID! BU[T
T WONIT WORK. HT ONUY
WORKS. WIiTH TYLER'

NO! LEAVE
ME ALONE'

You DON'T HAVE ToO B

DO THIS! GABE,
DON'T DO THIS!




YOU KNOW HOW (THIS. .-".‘." BUT YOL'RE NOT IN
WORKS. I'M IN cONTR'OL! I | conTROL!  YOWRE.MMMM!

[l DON(T EEEL
SO GOOD..

GABRIELS




TYLER? ARE YOU
WATCHING ME SLEEP?
IS THAT MY SHIRT?

WHY DOES IT FIT
RIGHT? DID IT
SHRINK IN THE WASH?

UM, GABE, WHAT
IS THE LAST
THING YOU
REMEMBER ABOUT
LAST NIGHT?

OH..AND I REMEMBER
THIS HEADACHE REMINDS SCRATCHING ON MY
ME OF THE BEER. HOW | FACE. JUSTIN
MUCH DID THAT FUNNEL KISSED ME, DIDN'T
HOLD, ANYWAY? | HE?” OH MY GOoD!




THEY WERE TRYING
TO STEAL MY SIZE,
WEREN'T THEYZ!?

I GOT THE FORMULA
BACK BEFORE I
BROUGHT YOU BACK
HERE, SO I CAN GIVE
YOU THE SIZE BACK
NEXT WEEKEND.

THAT WAS TODD’'S PLLAN ALL
ALONG! HE CAME BY
HALLOWEEN NIGHT JUST TO
STEAL THAT FORMULA. UGH!!!
I CAN'T BELIEVE THAT RAT
STOOD HERE AND SWORE TO
ME WE WERE STILL FRIENDS/

ONE GOOD THING IS YOou
DON’'T HAVE ANY TESTS
THIS WEEK OR PAPERS
DUE, SO YOU CAN SKIP

CLASSES UNTIL THEN.

WHY?Z I CAN LLIVE WITH
THIS FOR NOW. IT'S
ONLY 3 INCHES, SO I

SHOULD BE 5’2", RIGHT?

RIGHT??7




THIS LOOKS LIKE
WHAT THE...Z!?! MORE THAN A

TYLER, YOUWRE HUGE/ 4 INCH DIFFERENCE!

[ WHOAH. T THINK
| T'M AsS BIG TO
IT IS. MASON YOU AS YOU USED
SAYS THEY | To BE TO ME.
MUST HAVE
SLIPPED YOU
A TRIPLE DOSE.

I THOUGHT WE HAD
TO WATIT A WEEK
AFTER EACH DOSE.

IF WE WANTED TO
REPEAT THE PROCESS,
BUT IT SEEMS IF You - ~
INCREASE THE DOSE IN T WASN'T GOING TO
ONE SHOT, Yyou CAN SAY IT, BUT I AM
INCREASE THE EFFECTS LOOKTITNG FORWARD TO

WITHOUT THE WAIT. BEING & FOR A WEEK! )
L

S




THANKS FOR
THIS, MASON.
WHEN TYLER
SATID YOou
WERE OUT
BUYING ME
CHILDREN'S
SIZES, I
EXPECTED
YOou TO COME
BACK WITH
STUPID
CARTOON
CHARACTERS
ON
EVERYTHING.

IT WASN’'T YOUR MONEY YOU
WERE SPENDING! HA!
THANKS FOR LOOKING OUT
FOR OUR BUDGET.

WHAT ARE YOU
TALKING ABOUT?

I LIKE THIS..BEING
TALLER THAN
SOMEBODY FOR A
CHANGE..BEING BIGGER.

LaAmr 2
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HEY, THAT
LICENSED CRAP
ISN'T CHEAP!

ANYTHING FOR
SCIENCE, RIGHT?
I’'lLL. TELL YOuU,
THOUGH, IT'S KIND OF
FREAKY LOOKING UuP
AT YOU FOR A CHANGE.

You DO?
I KNEW YOU
WOouLD.



WELL, T DON'T KNOW HOW TO TELL
YOU TWO THIS, BUT YOU CAN'T
TRADE THE MUSCLE BACK THE
SAME WAY HE GAVE IT TO YOu.

WHAT! ALL WE'RE DOING
IS REVERSING WHAT THE
FORMULA ALREADY DID!/

AND I TOLD YOU WHEN THIS STARTED
THIS.UH..SCTIENCE DOESN'T MAKE
SENSE. EVERYTHING YOU THINK YOU
KNOW, LTKE CONSERVATION OF MASS..,
GOES OUT THE WINDOW WITH THIS.

THEN I KNOW WHAT I
HAVE TO DO. I HAVE TO
HIT THE GYM AND BUILD

UP MORE MUSCLE SO I

CAN GIVE HIM MORE

HEIGHT BACK. I DON'T
CARE HOW LONG IT
TAKES, IT'M NOT LEAVING
GABE LLIKE THIS!/

K

IF I HAD TO GUESS BASED
ON THE EXISTING NOTES,
THE MOST YOWD GIVE HIM
WITH YOUR MUSCLE IS A
HALF INCH. IF YOU GAVE
UP ALL 12 INCHES, TOO,
GABE WOULD ONLY BE S5’'8.5"“




TRUE TO HIS WORD,
TYLER STARTED OFF
TO THE GYM SUNDAY
MORNING..WHEN HE
THOUGHT THE OTHER
STUDENTS WOULD
STILL BE IN BED,
HUNG OVER FROM
SATURDAY NIGHT'S
PARTIES.

IS THIS OK? I MEAN, I FEEL
WEIRD ABOUT WEARING YOUR
CLOTHES, SO I PICKED A SHIRT I
NEVER SAW YOU WEAR THAT MUCH.
I FIGURED IF I RUINED IT..

TYLER, FIRST
OF ALL, YOU
DON'T HAVE TO
FEEL BAD ABOUT
WEARING MY
OoLD CLOTHES.

SECOND, ONLY
THE SKINNY
NOOBS WEAR
SHIRTS TO
THE GYM.
I AM A NOOB.

BUT YOWRE NOT SKINNY.
I WANT YOU TO TAKE OFF
THAT SHIRT AND LOOK
IN THE MIRROR.




IS THIS..IS THIS
REALLY ME?

LOOK AT THIS
ARM. LOOK HOW
THICK IT'S

MAYBE WE CAN SPEND THE
MORNING EXPLORING.
I CAN GO TO THE GYM

THIS AFTERNOON.

THIS IS ALL YOu,
TYLER. CAN YOU FEEL
THE BUMPS BENEATH MY
FINGERS? THOSE ARE
YOUR ABS COMING IN.

THEY..THEY
USED TO BE
SO THIN!

TYLER, THAT'D BE
A WASTE OF
TESTOSTERONE/




YOU THOUGHT ALL YOU
HAD TO DO WAS GO TO
THE GYM, LIFT
WEIGHTS, AND WAIT TO
GET BIG. YEAH, SURE,
FOR SOMEONE
STARTING OUT FOR THE
FIRST TIME, THAT
WOULD WORK TO GET TO
WHERE YOU ARE NOW.
BUT YOU ARE ALREADY
HERE. YOU WANT TO BE
A MUSCLE GOD! THAT
REQUIRES A LOT OF
CAREFUL TIMING AND
PLANNING. PART OF
THAT TIMING
INVOLVES
CONTROLLING YOUR
TEST LEVELS. LITTLE
TYLER NEEDS TO WAIT
UNTIL AFTER YOUR
WORKOUTS IF HE
WANTS TO PLAY.

[ THEN WHAT WAS...
THIS..ABOUT?

ADMIT I,
TYLER, THAT
LOOKS SO
MUCH BETTER!/

SHOWING YOU THIS BODY
SHOULDN'T BE COVERED UP
IN A TEE SHIRT. TAKE MY
WORKOUT TANK. SHOW OFF
THOSE ARMS. MAKE THE
NOOBS JEALOUS.




IT DOESN'T FEEL RIGHT,
GABE. I'M ALREADY
USING YOUR CLOTHES,
AND NOW YOWRE GIVING
ME YOUR BOTTLES AND
YOUR PROTEIN.

IT'S JUST..YOWVE DONE
SO MUCH FOR ME, AND
I HAVEN'T DONE
ANYTHING FOR YOU TO
DESERVE IT.

MY NEW PURPOSE WAS
TO EDUCATE TYLER, BUT
I HAD TO KEEP HIM
INTERESTED. IF I
MADE IT SOUND LIKE
TOO MUCH WORK, HE
MIGHT HAVE FALLEN
BACK ON HIS
CLASSWORK AS AN
EXCUSE. I COULDN'T
HAVE THAT. I NEEDED
TO MAKE TYLER
BIGGER. I NEEDED
HIM TO BECOME THE
FREAK I KNEW HE
CcouLpD BECOME.

TYLER, NEITHER OF US
IS RICH. THAT PROTEIN
IS EXPENSIVE, SO
THERE’'S NO SENSE IN
YOU BUYING A TUuB WHEN
I’'M JUST GOING TO
THROW THAT ONE AWAY.

WHAT ARE YOU TALKING
ABOUT? YOUW'VE BEEN A
BIGGER FRIEND THAN ANY
I’'VE EVER HAD. YOU

UNDERSTAND ME BETTER THAN

ANYONE EVER COULD. AND

IT'S NICE HAVING SOMEONE
WHO UNDERSTANDS THE PATIN

I CARRY INSIDE ME.




GABE, T HEARD WHAT
THE BOYS DID, AND
I..OH MY GoOD!

DESPITE HOW I GOT
THERE, THAT WEEK
WAS SHAPING WP TO
BE ONE OF THE BEST
OF MY LIFE. I HAD
FORGOTTEN ALL
ABOUT TODD’'S AND
JUSTIN'S AND COLE’'S
BETRAYAL..THAT WAS,
UNTIL THE KNOCK
CAME AT OUR DOOR.

AND YOU CAME TO
SEE THE JOKE FOR
YOURSELF! WELL,
SASHA, YOUW'VE SEEN
WHAT YOUR
BOYFRIEND DID TO
ME, YOU HAD YOUR
LAUGHS, NOW..







GABE, DON’'T BE
LIKE THAT,
PLEASE. I HAD
NO IDEA THEY
WERE GOING TO
DO SOMETHING
LIKE THIS.

AND YOU WANT
TO CONVINCE
ME THAT THE

TWO OF US ARE

STILL FRIENDS,
IS THAT IT?

YOUR BOYFRIEND STOOD
IN THIS ROOM AND
SWORE UP AND DOWN THAT
HE WAS STILL MY FRIEND/

HE TOLD ME THAT
WHILE HE STOLE
FROM ME! HE USED
OUR SO-CALLED
FRIENDSHIP TO
STEAL FROM ME, AND
YOU WONDER WHY I
DON'T COMPLETELY
TRUST PEOPLE!

GABE, T KNOW YOWRE
HURTING, BUT I HAD
NOTHING TO DO WITH THIS.
I’'M NOT HERE FOR ANY
SECRET REASON, AND I'M NOT
OFFERING AN APOLOGY ON
BEHALF OF TODD. I'M HERE
BECAUSE I AM YOUR FRIEND.

TELL ME, SASHA, ARE YOU
STILL WITH TODD?




WHAT ARE YOU

TALKING ABOUT,
GABE?

THAT'S WHAT
I THOUGHT.
YOU FINALLY SEE
WHAT KIND OF
A PERSON HE IS,
AND YOuU MADE
EXCUSES SO YOUu
COULD IGNORE IT.

ONE OF THESE DAYS WHEN
YOWRE TOO TIRED FOR
SEX, THAT GUY IS GOING
TO TAKE IT FROM YOU.

AND YOWLL MAKE
EXCUSES FOR
HIM. YOU MIGHT
EVEN BLAME
YOURSELF! HUH.
MAYBE YOU AND
I HAVE MORE IN
COMMON THAN
I THOUGHT.

I DID THE SAME
THING GROWING UuP
IN FOSTER CARE.




YOUWRE AN
ORPHANT

I SPENT MOST OF
MY LIFE MOVING
AROUND FROM ONE
| FAMILY TO ANOTHER. )

WHEN I WAS A KID,
I THOUGHT IT WAS
MY FAULT WHEN A
SITUATION DIDN'T
WORK OUT. IF I
WAS BETTER
BEHAVED. IF I WAS
A BETTER STUDENT.
IF I WAS
DIFFERENT, MAYBE
ONE OF THOSE
FAMILIES WOULD
HAVE LIKED ME
ENOUGH TO KEEP
ME. MAYBE I
WOULD HAVE EVEN
BEEN ADOPTED!

I'M SORRY ABOUT
YOUR SITUATION,
GABE, BUT I DON’'T
SEE WHAT THAT HAS
TO DO WITH THIS NOW.

THE ONLY REASON YOUWRE
WITH TODD IS BECAUSE YOU
LIKE TALL MEN. THE ONLY
REASON YOU WON’'T DuUuMP
HIM IS BECUASE YOUWRE
AFRATID YOUW WON’'T FIND
ANOTHER ONE LIKE HIM.
HELL, IT'M SURPRISED YOU
MY EXCUSES WERE BOTHERED TO COME FOR MY
SHALLOW, SASHA, 2 FORGIVENESS SINCE I'M
JUST LLIKE Yyou! & NOT &’8" ANYMORE/!
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THAT’'S NOT FAIR, GABE/

I LIKE YOU BECAUSE
YOUWRE A NICE GUY..AT
LEAST YOU WERE A NICE

cuY.

I GUESS IF THIS IS

WHAT YOU THOUGHT OF ME

ALL ALONG, THEN THAT
EXPLAINS WHY YOU

DIDN'T WANT ME KNOWING
YOUR WERE AN ORPHAN/

%@ Al U
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IT'S NOT HOW I WANT
TO THINK OF YOuU,
SASHA. BUT WHAT AM I
SUPPOSED TO BELIEVE?
TODD BETRAYED ME IN
A BAD WAY, AND YOWRE
STILL WITH HIM.
JUSTIN AND COLE I CAN
UNDERSTAND BECAUSE
THEY'RE JUST LIKE HIM,

BUT You~

GABE, IT'S
COMPLICATED. IF I
DuMP HIM, THEN I
HAVE TO FIND A NEW
PLACE TO LIVE. THE
DORMS ARE FULL,
AND THE ONLY OFF-
CAMPUS APARTMENT
AVAILABLE IS THE
ONE NEXT TO OURS.
IT'S A 2-BEDROOM/
I WON’'T BE ABLE TO
FIND A ROOMMATE,
AND I CERTAINLY
CAN'T AFFORD A 2~

| BEDROOM ON MY OWIN/ |

SASHA, IT'M SORRY
I JUMPED TO

CONCLUSIONS. I'M sO
MAD AT TODD, T CAN'T

THINK STRAIGHT.
MAYBE WE SHOULD TALK
WHEN I'M MORE CLEAR-

HEADED ABOUT IT.




WHATEVER, RIGHT?
I DIDN'T NEED THAT
REMINDER ANYWAY. I
ONLY HAD A COUPLE
DAYS BEFORE MASON
CAME BY TO SEE
TYLER GIVE ME SOME
OF THAT SIZE BACK.

GIVEN ANY THOUGHT SAME AS LAST WEEK,

TO HOW BIG A DOSE A TRIPLE DOSE. I WANT

YOU WANT TO TAKE? TO GIVE HIM BACK THE
S INCHES HE GAVE ME.

BUT YOWLL BE S’'3"
WHEN IT’'S DONE!

T KNOW, AND DON’'T TRY e e e

TO TALK ME OUT OF TT. e e e
2 DE UP MY MIND/ ; :

I'VE MA T'M SURE YOU TWO

WANT THE MEMORIES.




FUNNY, YOUW TWO
LOOK LIKE YOU
SIWITCHED PLACES
SINCE WE STARTED/




THIS WAS NEVER MY
FIRST THOUGHT! MAYBE
MASON CAN GIVE US
A MOMENT SO WE CAN
TALK ABOUT IT..

YOUWRE NOT SERIOUSLY
THINKING ABOUT
STAYING LIKE THIS/

I THOUGHT YOU WERE
PISSED AT THOSE JERKS

FOR DOING THIS TO YOu.

YOWRE NOT HAVING
SECOND THOUGHTS,
ARE YOU, GABE?

YEAH, T THINK I NEED TO
UsE THE BATHROOM.
TELL ME WHAT YOU

DECIDE WHEN I GET BACK.

I’'M PISSED THEY LIED
TO ME AND BETRAYED ME
LIKE THEY DID. I'M NOT

REALLY MAD AT HOW
THINGS TURNED OUT
BETWEEN US.




BUT THEY SHOWED
ME SOMETHING,
TYLER. THEY
SHOWED ME HOW
YOUWRE THE ONE
PERSON I REALLY
CARE ABOUT.

ALL MY LIFE, I’'VE BEEN
THE BIGGEST ONE IN
THE ROOM. I’'VE BEEN

THE GUY EVERYBODY
LOOKED UP TO FOR
PROTECTION..FOR

SAFETY. NOBODY EVER

THOUGHT I MIGHT NEED
SOMEONE LIKE THAT.

I KNOW YOU KNOW WHAT

THAT'S LIKE. YOU KNOW

WHAT IT'S LIKE NOT
TO HAVE SOMEONE IN
YOUR CORNER WHEN
YOUWRE IN TROUBLE.

I CARE ABOUT
YOuU, TOO, GABE.
THAT'S WHY -

THAT'S WHY YOUWRE NOT
GOING TO DO ANYTHING
TO CHANGE WHAT WE
HAVE.WHAT WE ARE/!

IT FEELS INCREDIBLE
WHEN I SEE YOU
TOWERING OVER ME LIKE
THIS...TO SEE MYSELF
SURROUNDED IN THIS
MUSCLE..TO FEEL
COMPLETELY AT YOUR
MERCY, AND YET, KNOWING
I’'M SAFE. AND I KNOW
YOou FEEL SPECTIAL TO
HAVE SOMEONE LOOKING
UP TO YOU LIKE THAT.
ADMIT IT TYLER, YOU
LIKE WHEN I MAKE YOU
GROW LARGER AND LARGER.




OoH GABE,
I DOo.

THEN INSTEAD OF
GOING BACKWARDS,
LET ME MAKE YOU
EVEN BIGGER/




ISN'T THIS
A LOT BETTER
THAN WHAT YOU
HAD IN MIND?

LET'S GET RID OF MASON,
AND TI’'LLL. SHOW YOu.

YES, BUT..HOW ARE
WE SUPPOSED
TO..YOU KNOW..7
I WAS ALREADY
TOO BIG BEFORE.

I DON'T GET HOW THIS
IS DIFFERENT FROM
DOING IT MYSELF.




IT IS DIFFERENT,
ISN'T IT, TYLER?

THAT'S WHAT
LOVE IS, TYLER.

-~ LLOSING YOURSELF SO
COMPLETELY IN ANOTHER
PERSON.. TRUSTING THEM

WITH YOUR MOST
INTIMATE SELF, LIKE YOU
ARE DOING WITH ME.

OH/II.IT'S LIKE I'M
NOT IN CONTROL OF
MY OWN BODY..LIKE
I'M COMPLETELY AT
YOUR MERCY!

I THOUGHT
YOou DIDN'T
LIKE LABELS.




TYLER, T DON'T LIKE
FORCING LABELS ON
THINGS FOR THE SAKE
OF LABELLING. BUT I
THINK WE KNOW WHAT
THIS IS BETWEEN US.
IT IS LOVE. THERE IS
NOTHING ELSE YOU CAN
CALL IT. SO WHY
SHOULD WE DENY IT ANY
LONGER?” WHY SHOULD
WE FEAR IT?

IF THERE IS ONE THING
ABOUT BEING ORPHANS,
IT'S THAT WE HAVE NO
ONE TO COME OUT TO.
THERE IS NO ONE TO
DISAPPOINT. THERE IS
NO STRESS OVER WHETHER
OR NOT OUR PARENTS
WILL ACCEPT WHAT WWE
HAVE WITH EACH OTHER.
WE CAN BE WHAT WE WERE
MEANT TO BE, GUILT FREE.
THAT SAME COMMON PAST
THAT BROUGHT US TO EACH |
OTHER GIVES US A
FREEDOM NO ONE ELSE
CAN UNDERSTAND. IT'S
JUST YOU AND ME, TYLER.
IT ALWAYS HAS BEEN.

OH, GABRIEL..




UNFORTUNATELY, THE
TIMING WAS WORSE THAN
WE WANTED. THE BIGGEST
PAPERS OF THE SEMESTER

WERE COMING DUE, AND

WE HAD TO PUT OUR

FEELINGS ON HOLD TO !

GET THROUGH THE STRESS. THAT WAS YOU
OVER HERE!

GO AWAY, SASHA. |

NO, GABE. YOWVE
BEEN AVOIDING ME
AFTER PROMISING

WE COULD TALK.

SORRY IF I'VE BEEN
TOO BUSY WITH
CLASSWORK.

EXCUSES, GABE! You
SHUT DOWN ON ME
RIGHT AFTER YOUW TOLD
ME YOU GREW WP IN
YOuU WOULDN'T

FOSTER CARE. THIS HAS
NOTHING TO DO WITH UNDERSTAND.

MY RELATIONSHIP WITH
TODD, SO WHAT’'S THE
BIG DEALT




NO, IT WAS A VERY
STANDARD SITUATION.
THAT IS THE PROBLEM.

WHEN KIDS USED TO HEAR I
WAS IN FOSTER CARE, THEY'D
ASK THE SAME THING. THEN
THEY WERE ALMOST
DISAPPOINTED TO FIND OUT
THINGS WERE OK. MOST OF
THEM CAME FROM BROKEN
HOMES. THEY MIGHT SEE
THEIR MOM & MONTHS OF
THE YEAR, AND THEIR DAD
THE OTHER &. NO ONE CARED
ABOUT MY HOME BECAUSE, IN
THEIR EYES, AT LEAST THERE
WERE 2 PARENTS IN THE
HOME. NEVER MIND THE
FACT THAT MY REAL
PARENTS DIED IN AN
ACCIDENT WHEN I WAS &/

AND THAT STABLE HOME? IT WAS
NEVER AS STABLE AS THOSE
OTHER KIDS THOUGHT. BECAUSE
I WASN'T ADOPTED, T MOVED
AROUND EVERY & MONTHS TO A
YEAR. SITUATIONS CHANGED -
SOME DIDN'T WORK OUT, OTHERS
WERE SHORT-TERM TO BEGIN
WITH. WHATEVER THE REASONS,
I NEVER HAD A STABLE HOME.

I NEVER HAD A STABLE
EDUCATION. I NEVER HAD STABLE
FRIENDS. I COULDN'T FORM DEEP
RELATIONSHIPS BECAUSE I'D GET
PULLED FROM A HOME AS SOON AS
I DID. NO ONE CouLD
SYMPATHIZE WITH ME BECAUSE
NO ONE COULD RELATE.




AND I JUST

BUT LOOK, ITT'S NOT
B e A s g LTKE TT'S ENTIRELY MY
! FAULT. ALL YOU HAD TO
WAS..JUST LIKE THAT. s A T i i
T'M SORRY GABE. o S TRUS :
ACTUALLY A PRETTY
- GOOD LISTENER, GABE.

TRUST YOU? YOU WANT
ME TO TRUST YOU
WHEN YOUW'RE STILL
WITH TODD..WHEN
YOUWRE STILL

HANGING OUT WITH
JUSTIN AND COLE?

NOT THIS AGAIN,
GABE.

JUST BECAUSE I'M
WITH TODD DOESN'T
MEAN WE CAN’'T BE
FRIENDS. AND NOT
FOR NOTHING, GABE,
BUT THE ONLY
REASON I'M WITH
HIM IS BECAUSE YOU
NEVER MADE A MOVE.
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DON’'T LOOK SO SURPRISED.
I SENT YOU THE SIGNALS
SINCE WE FIRST MET. I

ADMIT I WAS DRAWN TO THE
BIG, STRONG MANLY LOOK
ABOUT YOU, BUT I FELL IN
LOVE WITH THE BOYISH
INNOCENCE INSIDE YOu.

/ AL AN ‘h\:\\

THOSE OTHER TWO, COLE AND
JUSTIN ARE ALWAYS TRYING TO BE

THE ALFPHA MALE, BUT NOT YOU.
YOU WEREN'T WORRIED ABOUT
BEING THE DOMINANT ONE, YOU
SEEMED HAPPY JUST BEING ONE
OF THE GUYS. I GUESS NOW
I KNOW WHY THAT WAS.

&
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BUT..IT GET YOWRE NOT
INTERESTED. I'M NOT
JUDGING YOU, GABE.
PLEASE DON'T JUDGE ME
BASED ON WHAT TODD
DID, OR EVEN WHAT A
BUNCH OF KIDS IN HIGH
N SCHOOL DID OR DIDN'T

DO. I STILL WANT TO BE
YOUR FRIEND
REGARDLESS OF WHAT’'S
GOING ON. IF YOU WANT
TO TALK SOME MORE, I
PROMISE I'LL. LISTEN.

THE BREAK THIS WEEKEND.

I'M SORRY, SASHA. IT'S
JUST HARD FOR ME TO
TRUST ANYBODY RIGHT
NOW. BUT YOU ALWAYS
SEEMED SINCERE, AND

I’'M SORRY IF I JUDGED

YOU OTHERWISE. MAYBE
WE CAN TALK SOME
MORE. MAYBE AFTER

THESE PAPERS...AFTER




YOU KNOW GABE, I LIKE HOW
MY SHIRTS FEEL TIGHTER
ON ME..HOW MY ARMS HUG

THE SLEEVES..HOW THE

FABRIC CONSTRICTS THAT
LITTLE BIT AT THE FRONT
AND BACK OF MY ARMPITS.

THE LAST CLASS
OF THE WEEK
COULDN'T COME
FAST ENOUGH
BECAUSE IT
MARKED THE
START OF
THANKSGIVING
WEEKEND.

MOST OF THE
STUDENTS
LEFT FOR
HOME ON

WEDNESDAY.

BECAUSE WE HAD NO
HOME, TYLER AND I
HAD THE CAMPUS
MOSTLY TO OURSELVES.

IS THAT ALL YOU
LIKE ABOUT THIS
BODY OF YOURS?




SRR SRS, KA T LIKE HOW STRONG
T FEEL WHEN T CARRY
MUSCLES FEEL. IN YOU TN MY ARMS
YOUR FINGERS. ’

MOSTLY, I LIKE YOUR
WARMTH ACROSS MY SKIN.




SICK OF BLACK
FRIDAY SHOPPING
ALREADY?

EH, SHOPPING’'S NOT

OUR THING. WE ONLY

CAME OUT 'CAUSE THE
DINING HALL'S CLOSED.

LUCKY ME, THEN.
NOW LET ME GUESS,
BEER FOR YOUW?

AND A sSODA
FOR YOUW?

ACTUALLY, THE
OTHER WAY AROUND.

HUH? OH!..T
DIDN'T REALIZE..
UM..IT’LLL. NEED TO
SEE SOME I.D. OF

COURSE.




DO YOU REALLY
WANT A BEER?
LAST TIME YOUWU
DRANK, YOU
PASSED OUT,
AND I HAD TO
CARRY YOU HOME.

IT'S ONLY ONE
BEER! DON’'T
THINK I DON'T
KNOW WHAT
YOUWRE REALLY
WORRIED ABOUT.

YOU DON'T WANT ME
TO POINT OUT HOW
YOUWRE FINALLY
FLIRTING BACK
WITH THAT GIRL/

YOUWRE NOT
JEALOUS, ARE
YOou, GABE?

YOU WERE THE ONE I THINK IT'S GREAT TO
WHO WANTED ME TO SEE YOU FINALLY GETTING

GET USED TO FLIRTING. THE CONFIDENCE YOU
ALWAYS LACKED.




LET'S SEE IF WE
CAN'T BUILD UurP
THAT CONFIDENCE
A LITTLE MORE!

I KNOW WE'RE IN A WARM
CLIMATE, BUT IT'S NOT
THAT WARM. HA/!

I'M FEELING PRETTY
| CONFIDENT ALREADY!

GOOD, BECAUSE I'M
MAKING A RULE YOU
SHOULD BE SHIRTLESS
AT ALL TIMES.




AND BESIDES, I'M NOT
REALLY THAT BIG.

THOSE JOCKS?” THEY’'VE
BEEN LIFTING SINCE
THEY WERE 153 OR 14.
THEY DIDN'T GET THAT
BIG IN A SINGLE
YEAR. BODYBUILDING
IS A PAINFULLY SLOW
PROCESS, BUT IT'S
GRATIFYING.

SURE, IT'M BIGGER
THAN I WAS 3
MONTHS AGO, BUT
THERE ARE GUYS
AT THE GYM
BIGGER THAN
ME. HECK, HALF
THE FOOTBALL
TEAM IS BIGGER
THAN ME/!

BUT YOUWRE NOT THE
FOOTBALL TEAM,
TYLER. I DON'T

WANT THE FOOTBALL
TEAM, ONLY YOuU.

AND IT'S NOT A
COMPETITION..MAYBE THE
PART WHEN GUYS GET ON
STAGE TO BE JUDGED,
BUT...YOU KNOW WHAT I
MEAN. WHEN YOU SEE
YOURSELF..FEEL YOURSELF
GETTING BIGGER, YOU
WON’'T CARE HOW BIG
THOSE OTHER GUYS ARE.




I’'M NOT COMPLAINING,
GABE. I'M JUST TRYING NO. YOWRE TRYING
TO PUT IT INTO TO VOICE WHAT I'M
PERSPECTIVE. ALREADY THINKING.

I CAN TAKE YOU
TO THE SIZE
YOU WERE
MEANT TO BE.




YOuU LOOK SO
SMALL, GABE.
I BET I LOOK
HUGE TO YOu.
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IT WAS FUN MAKING
MYSELF SMALLER FOR
TYLER.MAKING MYSELF
SMALLER TO MAKE HIM
BIGGER. THERE WERE
STRUGGLES THOUGH.

THE TREK TO CLASS GREW
LONGER, THE SHORTER MY
LEGS BECAME. AND MY
BOOKS BECAME HEAVIER.
COMING OUT OF
THANKSGIVING WEEKEND,
IT FELT LIKE EACH ONE
WEIGHED 1S TO 20 POUNDS.

THEN THERE WAS
THE ANONYMITY
THAT VANISHED
ONCE I WAS THE
SIZE OF A JOCKEY.

AREN'T YOU JUST
THE CUTEST!/
WERE YOU ALWAYS
p IN THIS CLASS?

YEAH. GUESS YOU
CoOuULD SAY I'M ONE
OF THOSE THAT ONLY
SHOWS FOR THE
EXAMS AND PAPERS.

THAT'S
UNDERSTANDABLE.
IF YOU NEED ANY HELP,
FEEL FREE TO ASK.




IT WAS THE ONE
BAD THING ABOUT
ALL THIS, I WAS
AGAIN THE CENTER
OF ATTENTION
EVERYWHERE
I WENT.

ALL EYES WERE
ON ME AS IF I
NWAS SOMEONE
TO BE PITIED.

BUT I DIDN'T NEED
PITY. I WAS HAPPY.
FOR THE FIRST TIME

IN MY LIFE, I WAS

TRULY HAPPY.

DON'T TAKE
THIS THE
WRONG WAY,
GABE, BUT IF
THIS IS
SUPPOSED TO BE
A MASSAGE, I'M
NOT FEELING IT.




TYLER, YOUR
MUSCLES ARE
TOO HARD, EVEN
IF MY HANDS
WERE BIGGER/

TOO HARD?
THERE IS NO
SUCH THING.

I FINALLY
FIGURED OUT WHAT
I TRULY WANTED
FROM LIFE. WHEN
CLASSES WOUND
DOWN AND THE
LAST ONE FELL
BEHIND ME, T
MADE UP MY MIND.

I CAN'T
BELIEVE YOU
WANT TO QUIT

SCHOOL. AFTER
EXAMS, WE ONLY
HAVE ONE MORE
SEMESTER LEFT/

I WANT TO GIVE MYSELF TO YOuU.
I WANT TO MAKE YOU BIGGER AND

BIGGER. I WANT YOU TO BE A GOD
TO ME! BUT SCHOOL IS ALREADY A
STRUGGLE AT THIS SIZE - IT WILL
BECOME IMPOSSIBLE WHEN
I GROW SMALLER FOR YOU.




THEN WE CAN WATIT
UNTIL GRADUATION
TO GO FURTHER.
HECK, T CAN GIVE
YOU A FOOT BACK
UNTIL THEN, AND
YOou CAN GIVE IT
BACK TO ME WHEN
WE'RE DONE WITH
COLLEGE. YOWRE
SO CLOSE TO
EARNING YOUR
DEGREE, GABE.
DON'T THROW THAT
AWAY JUST TO GIVE
ME A LITTLE BIT
OF PLEASURE.

TYLER, LOVE IS
SACRIFICE. THIS IS A
SACRIFICE I WANT TO
MAKE BECAUSE I LOVE

YOuU. I AM SO
DEPENDENT ON YOU
NOW = I WANT TO PUT
MYSELF COMPLETELY AT
YOUR MERCY. IF WE
WAIT, WHAT AM T
GOING TO DO WITH
THAT DEGREE? IF I’'M
TOO SMALL FOR CLASS,
I’'l.l. BE TOO SMALL FOR
WORK. WE’LLLL FIGHT
OUR FEELINGS FOR S
MONTHS FOR NOTHING/

IF WE CHANGE OUR
MINDS, T CAN ALWAYS
COME BACK AND TAKE

THOSE 1S CREDITS.




YOUWRE
FORGETTING
ONE THING.
IF YOU QUIT

SCHOOL,
YOUWLL LOSE
YOUR PLACE

IN THE

DORM...YOU
WON’'T BE MY

ROOMMATE

ANY MORE!

THE APARTMENT NEXT TO SASHA'S
IS STILL VACANT. THEY WON’'T BE
ABLE TO RENT IT UNTIL NEXT
YEAR. I TALKED WITH THE
PROPERTY MANAGER, AND HE’'S
WILLING TO GIVE US A BREAK ON
THE RENT JUST TO GET
SOMETHING FOR IT. YOUR
FINANCIAL ATID IWILL COVER ALL
= BEDROOMS AND 2= BATHS!

THIS DOESN'T SOUND
LIKE SUCH A GOOD
DEAL FOR ME..

OF COURSE IT
IS! YOUR OWN
PRIVATE
BEDROOM..NO
MORE
COMMUNITY
SHOWER...

AND YOU GET TO WATCH
ME FINISH THAT LITTLE
BOTTLE OF MAGIC. YOU
| CAN'T TELL ME THE IDEA
OF GETTING BIGGER
ISN'T WORTH IT/




I MADE THE ARRANGEMENTS

BETWEEN EXAMS, AND AT THE

END OF THE WEEK, WHEN THE
OTHER STUDENTS MADE
THEIR WAY HOME FOR

THANKS TO A FEW
HUNDRED BUCKS I HAD
SAVED UP, AND A THRIFT
SHOP JUST DOWN THE
STREET IN THE MIDDLE OF
A SEASONAL SLUMP, T DID
A PRETTY GOOD JOB OF
FURNISHING THE PLACE.




WE’'RE FINALLY
SETTLED IN AND
YOUWRE SERIOUSLY
GOING TO SIT IN
YOUR ROOM?

DO YOu HAVE
SOMETHING ELSE
IN MIND?

ARE YOU KIDDING? IT'S
' MORE INTENSE THE
| STRONGER YOUR HANDS GET!/

DO YOU MISS REGULAR
SEX, GABE?




I THINK HE
WAS INVITING
ME TO USE THE
FORMULA AND

MAKE HIM
BIGGER THAT
FIRST NIGHT,

BUT I HAD A
SURPRISE IN

MIND.

AS HARD AS IT WAS
FOR ME TO HOLD
BACK, WE HAD TO

WAIT IF I EXPECTED
TO GROW HIM ON ONE
VERY SPECTIAL DAY.

GABE?” WHAT ARE YOU
DOING IN MY ROOM?

IT'S CHRISTMAS
MORNING! I CAME TO
GIVE YOU YOUR PRESENT.




I THOUGHT WE DECIDED
NOT TO CELEBRATE
CHRISTMAS/

THAT'S WHAT MAKES
IT SUCH A SURPRISE!

I KNOW IT’'S NOT A
HOLIDAY YOU WANT TO
REMEMBER AFTER YOU WERE
PULLED FROM ONE HOME
ONE CHRISTMAS. I KNOW
IT'S A DAY FOR FAMILY
THAT NEITHER OF US EVER
HAD. BUT, TYLER, WE'RE
FAMILY NOW..AT LEAST WE
SHOULD BE. I THINK WE
SHOULD TAKE BACK THE
DAYS LIKE THIS ONE. EVEN
IF WE KEEP THINGS LLOW
KEY, AWE SHOULD TURN THE
HOLIDAYS INTO WHAT WE
WANT THEM TO BE.

IF THAT'S WHAT
YOuU WANTED,
I WIsSH YOoWwD

TOLD ME.
I DIDN'T BUY

ANYTHING FOR
YOou, AND NOW

I'M GOING
TO FEEL BAD.

TYLER, NOT EVERY
PRESENT HAS TO
BE BOUGHT!




I TOOK A TRIPLE
DOSE. THIS
GREATER SIZE IS
MY GIFT TO You.

LET'S GET THE
LIGHTS ON
SO WE CAN
SEE THIS!/

NOW THIS IS
A SURPRISE.

HOW SMALL YOu
MUST BE NOW/
HOW BIG AM I7/




YOU..YOU'RE
P SO sMmAaLL!

I'M THE PERFECT
SIZE TO DO THIS!

OH GABE, THIS
ISN'T FAIR..

TYLER, T DON'T THINK
YOU REALIZE HOW BIG
YOU ARE TO ME. YOU
PROBABLY STILL SEE
YOURSELF IN THAT
S FOOT SMALL BODY YOU
USED TO HAVE, JUST AS
I SEE THAT OLD &’'8" ME
WHEN I LOOK AT
MYSELF. BELIEVE ME,
TYLER, THIS THING IS
MASSIVE. YOU ARE
MASSIVE. YOU ARE
LARGER THAN LIFE. YOU
ARE EVERYTHING YOU
WERE MEANT TO BE, YOU
JUST NEEDED MY GIFT
TO BRING IT OUT.




IT SURE FEELS

BIG IN THOSE

LITTLE HANDS
OF YOURS...
OOOHHHH!

AND THE MESS
IS BIGGER,
THAT’'S FOR

SURE!

AT LEAST YOU |
CLEAN UP

CONSIDER THAT MY
PRESENT TO You!

THIS ISN'T
‘ FAIR, THOUGH.
e == YOU STILL FIT
| INTO MY OLDEST
CLOTHES WHILE
I HAVE

NOTHING TO
WEAR!

WE CAN’'T AFFORD
TO BUY YOU NEW
CLOTHES IF
YOUWRE
PLANNING
ANOTHER
'SURPRISE" FOR

NEW YEAR'S.




TYLER KNEW ME TOO
WELL, EXCEPT I ONLY
WANTED TO PLAY IWITH

A REGULAR DOSE.

AFTER ALL.,
I ENJOYED THIS
VIEW TOO MUCH
TO GIVE IT uUP
SO SOON!

HA! I CAN
TEABAG YOU
ANY TIME
I WANT!




THIS WAS THE BEST
HOLTIDAY SEASON
FOR BOTH OF US.

IT WAS EASY TO
FORGET THAT
TODD LIVED IN
THE APARTMENT
NEXT TO Us..

I..T DON'T
KNOWW.

oH! IT'sS OK,
HI..UH.TYLER. TYLER. LET
I..UuH..CAME BY HER IN.
TO SEE GABE.

TWO MOVED IN.
I WANTED TO
COME BY AND

SEE..OH MY

GoD! WHAT DID

GOOD TO SEE YOU,
TOO, SASHA.
SHOULDN’'T YOU BE
OFF TO CLASS?




MY CLASSES ARE IN
THE AFTERNOON AND
EVENING. WHAT
ABOUT YOU? TYLER
TELLS ME YOU QUIT

SCHOOL.

WHAT ARE

YOU THINKING, GABE?

REALLY, GABE?” YOU
LOVE TYLER, IS THAT
IT? ARE YOU SURE HE
REALLY LLOVES YOU?

FOR ALL YOU KNOW,

HE’'S USING YOu.

WHAT GUARANTEE DO

YOU HAVE THAT HE

WON'T WALIK OUT ON

YOU AS SOON AS

YOWYVE GIVEN HIM

ALL OF YOUR SIZE?

YOou DON'T HAVE TO
WORRY ABOUT THAT, BUT
THIS ISN'T ABOUT ME
AND TYLER, IS IT?
YOUWRE TALKING ABOUT
YOou AND TODD.

I’'M IN LOVE, SASHA.

ME AND TYLER ARE IN
LOVE, AND THAT’'S ALL
THAT MATTERS TO ME.

YOWRE USING HIM TO PAY
FOR YOUR APARTMENT, AND
AS SOON AS YOU TWO
GRADUATE, YOWRE GOING
TO LEAVE HIM FOR A GUY
WITH A BETTER J0B.




THAT’'S NOT
FAIR, GABE/

| OK, SO MAYBE I INVITED
THAT. BUT IT’'S ONLY
BECAUSE I CARE ABOUT
YOU, GABE..I'M WORRIED
ABOUT YOUW! IF YOU MAKE
YOURSELF ANY SMALLER,
YOUWRE GOING TO

BUT IF I HAVE TO
BE HONEST, I CAN
SEE WHY YOUW AND
TYLER WOULD DO
THIS. YOU ARE
PRETTY CUTE AT
THIS SIZE.

I WON'T BOTHER YOU

ABOUT IT AGAIN, BUT

I WOULDN'T MIND IF SOMETHING DOES
HAVING YOU RUNNING GO WRONG, T WANT

AROUND MY PLACE IF WE YOU TO KNOW I WIWILL
WERE BOTH AVAILABLE. BE THERE FOR YOU.




I COULDN'T BE MAD AT
SASHA. IT WAS HARD FOR
ME TO TRUST HER
COMPLETELY, BUT I KEPT
TELLING MYSELF IF THIS
WAS A PRANK OF SOME KIND,
IT WAS A LOT OF WORK ON
HER PART TO PULL IT OFF.

BESIDES, WITH TYLER AT
SCHOOL ALL DAY, IT GOT
PRETTY BORING AROUND
THE PLACE. SASHA AND
TODD HAD OPPOSITE
SCHEDULES, SO SHE WAS
BORED, TOO, IN THOSE
EARLY WEEKS. HANGING
OuUT TOGETHER HELPED
FILL OUR TIME UNTIL
OUR MEN CAME HOME.

YOURE LATE.
I THOUGHT YOUR CLASS
GOT OUT 3 HOURS AGO.

IT DOID, BUT I HIT
THE GYM AFTER.

MY NEW WORKOUT
PARTNERS HAD
ONE MORE CLASS.
I WAS IN THE
LIBRARY DOING
HOMEWORK UNTIL
THEY GOT OuUT.




PARTNERS?T
SO...S0O YOU'RE
MAKING
FRIENDS.

I WOULDN'T CALL THEM
"FRIENDS." THEY'RE
JUST A COUPLE OF
GUYS I LLIFT WITH.

OoH. YOou MADE
ME DINNER. NO
WONDER YOUWRE
DISAPPOINTED.

I’'M NOT EXACTLY
DISAPPOINTED. I WAS
JUST HOPING WE CouLD
EAT TOGETHER..MAYBE
WATCH A MOVIE..

WE CAN STILL
WATCH A MOVIE
WHILE I EAT.







SO...UH..TYLER,
WHEN WERE YOU
AND sASHA
TALKING?

HUH? OH, T
RAN INTO HER
WHEN I WAS
DOING LAUNDRY
THE OTHER DAY.

OoOH. YOu
DIDN’'T...
MENTION
THAT.

I DIDN'T KNOW
HOW YOUW FELT
ABOUT HER.
AFTER ALL,
SHE’'S STILL
WITH TODD,
SO..ITIT DOESN’'T
BOTHER YOU,
DOES IT?

NO...IT MEAN...
WHY WOouULD IT?




YOU WASHED THE DIRT

ouT, BUT YOU COULDN’'T
GET RID OF YOUR
SCENT..YOUR ESSENCE.
I LOVE THAT SCENT.
IT DRIVES ME MAD.

YOU KNOW WHAT I LIKE
ABOUT WEARING YOUR
CLOTHES, GABE? I CAN
SMELL YOU WHEN WE’'RE
APART. WHEN I'M IN THE
GYM PUSHING THOSE
WEIGHTS, ALLL T CAN
THINK ABOUT IS YOU
BECAUSE YOUR SCENT IS
ALL THROUGH THAT TANK.

HA! IT’'S NOT
LIKE I DIDN’'T
WASH MY CLOTHES.

WHEN I'M IN THE &GYM,
IT MAKES ME
PUSH..HARDER AND
HARDER. I'M LIKE AN
ANIMAL..AN ANIMAL
THAT WANTS TO GET
BIGGER AND BIGGER,
ALL FOR YOU, GABE.




AND I WANT TO MAKE
YOU BIGGER AND
BIGGER, TYLER. I WANT
TO FEEL MYSELF
SWALLOWED UP INSIDE
YOU..SIWALLOWED WP IN
THESE EVER-EXPANDING
ARMS OF YOURS.

BUT WE MUST WAIT
TO USE MASON’'S
FORMULA AGAIN.

I THINK YOU KNOW

WHAT’'S COMING IN
A COUPLE WEEKS,
AND I THINK YOUu

KNOW WHAT

MILESTONE YOUW'RE

APPROACHING. AS

MUCH AS IT HURTS

ME TO WAIT,

I WANT TO TAKE
YOU TO THAT
MILESTONE ON
THAT SPECTIAL DAY.

UNTIL THEN, I CAN SUFFER
THROUGH THE WAITING BY
ENJOYING YOUR NEW
MANHOOD AS MUCH AS YOU
ENJOY MY SCENT.

WE ARE PERFECT FOR EACH
OTHER, TYLER. WE ARE
PERFECT, AND NOTHING

CAN CHANGE THAT.




EVERYTHING WAS
PERFECT. WHEN
TYLER WAS AT CLASS
AND SASHA WASN’'T
AROUND, T FOUND T
COoOuULD MAKE MONEY
ONLINE DESIGNING
TEE SHIRTS AND
COFFEE MUGS AND
OTHER THINGS. AT
LEAST I COULD
CONTRIBUTE TO THE
FINANCES WITHOUT
HAVING TO LEAVE.

| &

AND KNOWING HIS
SCHEDULE, T HAD
| DINNER HOT AND
READY WHEN
TYLER CAME HOME
FROM THE GYM.

YOUWRE BACK
EARLY.

[ THE SHOWERS | SET WHAT
WEREN’T BY THE
WORKING AT DOOR?” WHO
ARE YOU

THE SPORTS
COMPLEX. | TALKING TO? é’

JUST SET IT
HERE BY THE
DOOR. I’LL

GET IT LATER.




WHAT IS
GOING ON,

WE'RE JUST
HELPING TY
CARRY HIS
STUFF BACK.

HE REALLY WORE

HIMSELF OUT IN

| THE GYM TODAY!

HEY, DON’'T FEEL
SO BAD. YOuU
TWO ARE JUST
HAVING A BAD

WEEK. I'M SURE
YOouW L. FIND

YOUR INTENSITY

AGATIN.

ARE YOU
SAYING..7

MEET MY WORKOUT
PARTNERS, GABE!/
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YOU..YoOu TWO

‘ ARE LIFTING

B WITH TYLER,
NOW?

WHAT JUSTIN
MEANS IS YOUR
BOYFRIEND HAD

NO CLUE WHAT
HE WAS DOING

WHEN HE
STARTED. IF WE

DIDN'T HELP

HIM, HE WAS

GOING TO GET

TT'S NOT ks

LIKE WE HAD
A CHOICE.

YOUW' VE BEEN
MAKING HIM SO
| BIG, HIS STRENGTH
HAS TO CATCH UP.

e I LIKE THE DUNGAREES
THOUGH. MY MOM HAS

MUST HAVE BEEN PICTURES OF ME

SMALL, BUT I HAD WEARING THEM WHEN

NO IDEA YOU WERE | p '
2 YO T WAS ABOUT =/ HA HA!




I’'M..IT'M SORRY, TY.

DON’'T BE SORRY TO ME.
APOLOGIZE TO GABE.

I..IT WILL. IT’'S
JUST...IT'M SORRY TO YOU
FOR DISAPPOINTING YOU.

AND YET YOURE STILL
NOT APOLOGIZING TO
GABE. YOWRE STILL
DISAPPOINTING ME, COLE.




GABE, I'M SORRY..NOT JUST
FOR LAUGHING, BUT FOR
EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENED
ON HALLOWEEN. IT WOULD BE
EASY TO BLAME THAT ON
TODD, BUT..ME AND JUSTIN
WENT ALONG WITH IT. IT
WAS WRONG OF US TO TRY
AND TAKE WHAT YOU AND
TYLER HAD, AND IT WAS
WRONG OF ME TO RUIN OUR
FRIENDSHIP LIKE I DID.

[ T'M SORRY TOO,
GABE.

I THINK HE ACCEPTS
YOUR APOLOGY. WHY
DON’'T YOU TWO GO7

I’'tLL. MEET YOu
TOMORROW.

WHAT THE HELL IS
GOING ON HERET?




IT'S CUTE ON YOu.

I LIKE THE DID YOU GROW IT
STUBBLE, GABE. ‘ OUT FOR TYLER?

n ] LR i
NXNHM ™
1 all 243 b

NAW, MY
RAZOR IS
PRETTY BIG
TO ME. I
GUESS I JUST
GOT TIRED
OF FIGHTING
WITH IT
EVERY DAY.

YOU SHOULD
HAVE GOTTEN
TIRED OF
SHAVING A
LONG TIME AGO. 4l

THANKS, SASHA, BUT I NEED
TO ASK YOU SOMETHING.
ARE JUSTIN AND COLE

STILL DATING THOSE GIRLS
FROM LAST SEMESTER?




THOSE TWO SHOW uUP EVERY
WEEKEND AT OUR PLACE WITH
DIFFERENT GIRLS/

IT'VE HEARD ;
FROM A COUPLE RN
OF THEM THAT 0NN

THOSE BOYS sGelodetols

DON’'T EVEN

TAKE THEM
BACK TO THEIR
DORMS FOR SEX.

Y vou..You DON’T THINIK I NEVER THOUGHT ABOUT

THEY’'RE GAY, DO YOU? IT. WHYZ IS YOUR
GAYDAR GOING OFF?

YOuU HAVE SOMETHING

GAYDAR? THAT'S ON YOUR MIND. WHAT'S
RIDICULOUS, SASHA. WNRONG, GABE?




AM I CRAZY?
MAYBE YOUW CAN
TELL ME
BECAUSE YOU
WOULDN’'T LIE
TO ME.

AM I LOSING
TYLER?

~ 7

HE SPENDS MORE AND J I OPENED HIM UP TO
MORE TIME AT THE &GYM LOVE/ AND NOW...T
WITH COLE AND CAN'T GIVE HIM

JUSTIN. BUT HOW CAN | THAT KIND OF
HE SPEND ANY TTITME PHYSICAL LOVE, SO

WITH THOSE TWO AFTER HE’'S GETTING IT

THE WAY THEY USED TO FROM THOSE TWO.

LOOK DOWN THEIR v, \v..v,.v'A
CEAT AW

NOSES AT HIM..AFTER
THEY TRIED TO STEAL ’
*_ { OR IS IT ME?
; I HAVEN'T MADE HIM

WHAT WE HAVE?Y

BIGGER IN 3 WEEKS,
SO HE’'S SEEKING IT
FROM THEM.

I DON'T KNOW WHY I
COULDN’'T GET MY
ANSWERS FROM SASHA.
MAYBE I DIDN'T WANT
TO HEAR THEM. MAYBE
THE BEAR HAD BETTER
EARS FOR MY PROBLEMS
BECAUSE HE WOULND’T
GIVE ME ANY BAD NEWS.

MAYBE I WOULD HEAR
WHAT I WANTED TO
HEAR INSTEAD OF

SOME PAINFUL TRUTH.



IT’'S NOT LIKE I'M HOLDING
OUT ON TYLER! WE DON’'T
HAVE MUCH OF THAT
FORMULA LEFT. I JUST

. BUT IF I'M GOING TO
S Sy -OSE HIM WHEN THERE'S
/| NO MORE FORMULA LEFT,
)7 SHOULD I GO FORWARD?

—2

&5’@@
)

WAS SASHA RIGHT
WHEN SHE ASKED IF
| HE ONLY LLOVES ME AS
LONG AS I CAN MAKE
HIM BIGGER?

IV ERS
T REGE!

SO WHAT DO You
SAY? DO I GIVE
HIM MY SURPRISE
AS PLANNED?

OR AM I WORRIED
ABOUT NOTHING?” WHAT
IF JUSTIN AND COLE
REALLY ARE NOTHING
MORE THAN HIS
WORKOUT PARTNERS.
WHAT IF I'M THE ONE TO
RUIN WHAT WE HAVE BY
DOUBTING TYLER?

TR




IT'S YOUR

BIRTHDAY,

SILLY. THE
BIG =-1.

GABE?” WHY ARE
YOU IN MY ROOM?

AND YOWRE HERE TO
GIVE ME A PRESENT?




IT'S AMAZING HOW
YOUR LIPS WRAP
AROUND MY WHOLE FACE/

A DOUBLE DOSE.
I THOUGHT IT WOULD BE
SPECIAL TO MAKE YOU
80 INCHES TALL FOR

YOUR SPECIAL BIRTHDAY.

IT'S AMAZING HOW
SMALL YOU LOOK! DID
YOU GIVE ME ANOTHER

TRIPLE DOSE?T

THE SAME HEIGHT
YOou UsSeD TO BE!




NOW YOU HAVE
WHAT I HAD.
YOU IWILL KNOW
WHAT IT'S LIKE
TO BE THE OLD
ME..EXCEPT
YOUWRE BIGGER!/
YOUWRE SO MUCH
BIGGER THAN T
WAS! I CouLD
SPEND THE DAY
EXPLORING THIS
BIGGER BODY!/

AND I’'D LLOVE
THAT, GABE,
BUT I HAVE

CLASSES.

YOou CAN SKIP
FOR ONE DAY.
IT'S NOT LIKE
T™THE
PROFESSORS
ADD ANYTHING
TO THE BOOKS!/

WISH I COuULD, BUT DR.
CLARK IS ANAL ABOUT
ATTENDANCE, AND DR.
BURKE LIKES TO GIVE POP
QUIZZES ON OUR READING.
WE CAN PICK THIS UP
TONIGHT, THOUGH.




IT DOESN’'T
MEAN
NOTHING.
HIS
EDUCATION
IS MORE
IMPORTANT
THAN A
BIRTHDAY.

BESIDES, HE'LL

BE HOME SOON.
YOoWwLL HAVE A
NICE DINNER

READY FOR HIM.

|

WE’'LLL WATCH
A MOVIE
TOGETHER.

THEN, WE CAN
SPEND THE
REST OF THE
NIGHT...
EXPLORING/

WHEW! EVERYTHING IS | ;
SO MUCH BIGGER..SO = WAZIT! THAT MEANS
ITT TOOK FOREVER TO HOME ALREADY!
GET DINNER READY! WHAT TIME IS IT?

3







OH, GABE!/
YOWRE STILL UP/

[ YOUWRE LATE. YOU WERE
SUPPOSED TO BE HOME
AFTER THE GYM.

JUSTIN AND COLE
INSISTED ON TAKING
ME OUT FOR MY
BIRTHDAY.

WE SPEND SO MUCH
YOU SPENT YOUR TIM? TOGETHER, ;
DIDN'T THINK YOWD
BIRTHDAY WITH.. e L~ e
JUSTIN AND COLE?
NIGHT WITH THE GUYS.




YOou
PROMISED...IT
MADE DINNER,
AND NOW IT’'S

coLD!

BUT I ALREADY ATE. YOU
DON'T HAVE TO FEEL BAD.

DO YOU STILL
WANNA. .. .WEL.L....
YOou KNOW?

NOT TONIGHT.
I'M TIRED, AND

I HAVE AN EARLY

| CLASS TOMORROW.




I WAS SO CONFUSED
AND DISAPPOINTED,
I COULDN'T SLEEP.
WHEN I FINALLY DID,
MY FEARS FOLLOWED.

PUsSH IT/!
PUsSH IT/!
HARDER, TY!/
ONE MORE!

TYLER!!!
TYLER, STOP!!!
TYLER, I'M
RIGHT HERE!!!




Determinaty

NO ONE’'S EVER MADE ME
FEEL LIKE THAT, TY!

OPEN WIDE
AND
PREPARE
FOR ENTRY!

T HOPE YOU LIKE |
ITT ROUGH.

[ AND NOW IT'S

YOUR TURN,




v — — ——

WHY ARE YOUW SITTING
ALL THE WAY OVER
THERE? COME OVER :

HERE AND SIT WITH ME.

I'M GOOD HERE.

I’'M NOT FEELING
GOOD, THAT’'S ALL.

IS SOMETHING
WRONG, GABE?” YOUW’'VE
BEEN QUIET ALL DAY.

I BET I KNOW WHAT L.
MAKE YOUW FEEL BETTER/




NOT HARD
ENOUGH,
TYLER!
I’'M NOT = HARDER!
SQUEEZING SQUEEZE
TOO HARD, HARDER!
AM I7

You ASKED
FOR IT! HA!

ONE FAMILY I STAYED WITH ,
HAD A SMALL DOG. FOR SOME g:ng\lpOAV;IY'ﬂOIG—I SEE
REASON, IT LIKED ME..A LOT. TO AN OLD PET

IT WOULD CLIMB ON MY BED ’

WHEN I WENT TO SLEEP, AND
AT SOME POINT IN THE NIGHT,

I WOULD WAKE UP WITH ITS

LITTLE BODY SPRAWLED OUT

ON MY CHEST AND STOMACH.




I COULD FEEL HIS
LITTLE HEART
BEATING THROUGH
HIS CHEST. I COuUuLD
FEEL HIS LUNGS
RISING AND FALLING
AGAINST MY OWN.
HE LOVED ME
LUNCONDITIONALLY,
JUST AS YOU LOVE ME.

AND I LOVE YOU LIKE I LOVED
THAT DOG..MORE ACTUALLY.
I MEAN, T NEVER SHOWED MY

LOVE THE WAY WE JUusST DID!/

AND GABE...I
WANT YOU
TO KNOW

I’'M SORRY
I CUT You

OouUuT OF MY

BIRTHDAY

PLANS.

SO...UH..WHAT DID YOUu
AND THE GUYS DO7




UH..THEY TOOK ME TO BretDre, T ODoNT

’ WANT TO THINK ABOUT
SERGIO’'S. NO BIG DEAL. ANYEBODY ELSE WHEN

I’'M IWNITH YOu.

HEY, WHY DON’T I OFFER
YOU ANOTHER..APOLOGY?

THIS MUST MEAN MY
APOLOGY IS ACCEPTED!/




I’'M LOSING

HIM, SASHA. i DID YOU TALK TO

I TRIED, BUT HE

BRUSHED IT OFF.
ANYWAY, WHAT IF I'M
WRONG? WHAT IF I’'M
JUST OVERREACTING?
THEN HE’'S GOING TO
| THINK I DON'T TRUST

HIM. AND HOW
STRONG IS OUR LOVE,

3\5‘ I DON'T TRUST HIM?
bl
s ¥

e
i
LAY
A
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BUT MOST PEOPLE TALK
BEFORE THOSE DOUBTS
DESTROY TRUST.

TYLER ISN'T
MOST PEOPLE.
HE WOULDN’T
UNDERSTAND.

I UNDERSTAND. YOUW TWO
GREW UP NOT BEING ABLE TO
TRUST ANYBODY. YOWRE UWUSED
TO KEEPING YOUR FEELINGS

BURIED INSIDE WHERE

NOBODY HAS TO SEE. BUT
YOUWRE IN LOVE, GABE, AND IF
YOU AND TYLER ARE TO HAVE
THIS FUTURE YOU WANT, THEN

YOUu TIWO HAVE TO LEARN TO
OPEN UP TO EACH OTHER.




TT'S NOT THAT EASY,
SASHA. T'M NOT TALKING [fi8 '
ABOUT SOME RANDOM GUY BN % dEEE: AT
HE MET. THIS IS COLE LTTTLE CONFUSING
AND JUSTIN. .

THEY USED TO SAY ALL KINDS OF
MEAN THINGS ABOUT TYLER WHEN
HE WAS SMALL..SOME OF THEM
WHEN HE WAS IN THE RoOOM!

I CAN'T FORGET WHAT THEY DID
TO ME, BUT..TYLER ISN'T ME.
THAT GUY DOESN’'T HOLD
A GRUDGE AGAINST ANYBODY.

ALL THE SHIT IN
HIS LIFE JUST
ROLLS OFF HIS

BACK. STILL,
THERE’'S A
DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN FORGIVING
SOMEBODY AND
LETTING THEM HURT
YOuU AGAIN.

TFE T COME OUT AND ASK | Ay
HTM, HE'LL THTNK ‘ T STILL THINK YOU
T THINK HE’'S STUPID. | NEED TO TALK TO
FIND OUT MORE BEFORE |, YOU KNOW TYLER
CONFEFRONTING HIM. Mendy BETTER THAN I DO.




NOTHING MADE
SENSE UNTIL I
THOUGHT ABOUT
SOMETHING MASON
TOLD UuUs WHEN WE
STARTED ALL OF
THIS. I COULDN’'T
HELP THINKING
MAYBE TYLER
WASN’'T IN HIS OWN
MIND. IT WAS THE
ONLY EXPLANATION
I COULD THINK OF.

- ..uulllllllllllllllll

I CALLED TYLER’'S
FRIEND, AND ASKED HIM
TO COME OVER WHILE
TYLER WAS IN CLASS.
IF I WAS WRONG ABOUT
THIS, T DIDN'T WANT MY
BOYFRIEND TO KNOW.




HELLO
GABRIEL/S

I HEAR
YOUWVE BEEN
SPENDING
TIME WITH MY
GIRLFRIEND.
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TODD, T DON'T
KNOW WHAT
SASHA TOLD YOu,
BUT NOTHING’'S
GOING ON
BETWEEN US.




A
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N

LOOK, TODD, IT’'S NOT
LIKE THAT. SHE KNOWS
WHAT YOU TRIED TO DO
TO ME LAST YEAR. SHE

MADE IT CLEAR SHE

DOESN'T CARE, SO I
DON'T KNOW WHAT YOu
THINK I CAN DO TO
TURN HER AGAINST YOU.

THAT’'S WHAT SHE SAID, BUT
I KNOW WHAT’'S GOING ON.
YOU THINK IF YOU SPEND
ENOUGH TIME WITH SASHA,

YOU CAN TURN HER AGAINST
ME. MAYBE YOU CAN EVEN
CONVINCE HER TO LEAVE

ME. NAW, GABRIEL,

I KNOW NOTHING'S GOING
ON BETWEEN YOU TWWO,
BECAUSE AS MUCH AS SHE
LIKES YOU, SHE CAN NEVER
LOVE A PATHETIC, LITTLE
MAN LIKE

YOou.

T

DIDN'T KNOW YOou

| HAD COMPANY, GABE.




' ME AND GABRIEL WERE JUST |
TALKING, BUT I THINK WE YEAH.
UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER. | I UNDERSTAND.

SHEESH! WHAT
A JERK! DO YOU
WANT ME TO CALL
SECURITY, GABE?

GOOD! ENJOY YOUR
| "COMPANY.," GABRIEL.

3

NO, HE LIVES
IN THE
BUILDING.
I DON'T WANT

=

I SHOULD AT
LEAST CALL
TYLER AND
TELL HIM
WHAT’'S
GOING ON.



I WANTED TO ASK
YOU SOMETHING
ABOUT THAT
FORMUL A YOU
GAVE US.

TYLER HAS
ENOUGH TO WORRY
ABOUT WITH
SCHOOL. THAT’'S
NOT WHAT I
WANTED TO TALK
ABOUT ANYWATY.

YOU SAID IT WAS
MEANT FOR
PEOFPLE IN

LOVE. IS IT
POSSIBLE IT
COoOuUuLD TAKE
=2 PEOPLE WHO
WEREN'T IN LOVE
AND MAKE THEM
FALL IN LLOVE?

L IT'S NOT A
LOVE POTION.
| TT SHOULDN’T
WORK LIKE
THAT.

YEAH, BUT YOU SATID THE

1 SCIENCE BEHIND ALL OF THIS
| DOESN’'T MAKE SENSE. YOUW ALSO
SAID YOU DIDN'T KNOW MUCH
ABOUT THE FORMULA.

I NEVER THOUGHT
ABOUT TYLER LIKE
I DO NOW UNTIL WE
STARTED USING
THAT STUFF. HELL,
I NEVER THOUGHT
ABOUT OTHER GUYS
LIKE THIS. I'M
PRETTY SURE TYLER
DIDN'T EITHER.




I'M PROBABLY THE LAST GUY
YOU SHOULD BE ASKING
ABOUT THIS, BUT FROM WHAT
I’'VE SEEN, LOVE ITSELF
DOESN'T MAKE SENSE, GABE.
SCIENTIFICALLY, IT'S
PURPOSE SHOULD BE TO
BRING TOGETHER 2 PEOPLE
WHOSE GENES WOULD BE
PERFECT FOR OFFSPRING.
BUT I SEE A LOT OF PEOPLE
IN LOVE WHO ARE SO
MISMATCHED, IT'S
CONFOUNDING.

MAYBE LOVE IS
REALLY A FACET
OF THIS NEW
SCIENCE WE’'RE
EXPLORING.

AND JUST BECAUSE
YOU AND TYLER NEVER
HAD THESE FEELINGS
BEFORE DOESN’'T MEAN
THEY'RE ARTIFICIAL.
IT DOESN'T MEAN 2%
THEY'RE NOT REAL. .

i T

MY PARENTS SAID
THEY WERE FRIENDS
IN HIGH SCHOOL
AND NEVER GOT
TOGETHER. IT
WASN’'T UNTIL THEY
WENT BACK HOME
AFTER COLLEGE
THAT SOMETHING
CLICKED BETWEEN
THEM. MAYBE THAT'S
WHAT HAPPENED
WITH YOU TNO.
MAYBE SOMETHING

JUST CLICKED.

A

-

-
:




T WANT TO BELIEVE THAT, |4
BUT I HAVE TO ASK HMMM...IT'VE BEEN SO
SOMETHING ELSE FIRST. BUSY WORKING ON
HAVE YOU SEEN HIM WITH MY THESIS, I
COLE AND JUSTIN? DO HAVEN'T SEEN MUCH

YOU SEE ANYTHING GOING OF TYLER THIS
ON WTTH THEM? SEMESTER. SORRY.

I NAS SORRY
TOO. THERE
WASN’'T MUCH
FORMULA LEFT,
AND I WAS
ANXTIOUS TO USE
EVERY LAST DROP
OF IT..TO MAKE
TYLER AS BIG AS
I POSSIBLY COULD.

..BUT I HAD TO BE
SURE OUR LLOVE
WAS REAL. I HAD
TO BE SURE HE'D
STILL WANT ME
WHEN THE BOTTLE
WAS EMPTY.

DOES THIS MEAN WHAT |
T THINK TT MEANS?




I WANTED TO
DOWN THE
LIQUID AND
LET IT DECIDE
FOR ME. IF MY
pousTs HAD
MERIT, THE
STUFF WOULD
NOT WORK.

BUT I COULDN’'T
STAND THE THOUGHT
OF WASTING THIS
STUFF. I HAD TO
CLEAR THOSE
DOUBTS, NO MATTER
WHAT TYLER
THOUGHT OF ME...

[ PLEASE DON’'T BE MAD AT |
ME, BUT I NEED TO ASK
YOU SOMETHING FIRST.

WHY WOULD I BE MAD AT
YOou, GABE? I LOVE YOu,
YOU KNOW THAT. YOUWRE
EVERYTHING I AM.
YOUWRE MY WHOLE WORLD.
NOTHING YOU HAVE TO
ASK ME COULD HURT.

I HOPE YOU
MEAN THAT
BECAUSE T
WANT TO ASK
ABOUT COLE
AND JUSTIN.
I WANT TO
KNOW IF
ANYTHING IS
GOING ON
BETWEEN THE
THREE OF YOuU.




I DON'T KNOW WHAT

YOU MEAN. THEY’'RE

JUST MY WORKOUT
PARTNERS.

—

. AND YOU KNOW
THEY HAVE NO
LOYALTY.

I JUST DON'T
GET IT, TYLER.

THAT DOESN’
MAKE SENSE. |
I DON'T GET IT. |

BUT WHY THEM?
THEY WERE ALWAYS
MEAN TO YOU WHEN
YOou WERE SMALL...

ERUIP Py e X AL E T

BECAUSE YOU
HAVE IT WRONG,
GABE. I’'M NOT
THEIR FRIEND,

AND I’'M NOT
LETTING THEM

USE ME. IF
ANYTHING, THIS
IS MY WWAY OF
GETTING BACK AT
THEM FOR BEING
SUCH JERKS.

NEITHER DO THEY.
THAT'S WHAT MAKES
IT SO PERFECT!/!




BREAK FELT LTKE
T WAS IN A WHOLE
NEW GYM. NEW
CLASSES MEANT A
NEW &GYM SCHEDULE
FOR EVERYBODY.

THERE WERE A LOT OF
NEW FACES WHO DIDN’'T
SEE ME LAST SEMESTER,
AND TO THOSE THAT DID,

YOU CHANGED ME SO

MUCH, T MIGHT AS WELL

HAVE BEEN NEW TO THEM.

I WAS ONE OF

THE CENTER OF
ATTENTION. ALL
WHEN I LIFTED.

YOUR OLD
FRIENDS JEALOUS.




BUT YOouUu CouLD
GET A MORE
INTENSE
WORKOUT WITH A
PARTNER OR TWWO.

YOUWRE ASKING ME
TO LIFT WITH YOou?

GREAT! I’'D LLOVE
TO HAVE YOUW TWWO
LIFT WITH ME/!




[ THAT GYM WWAS LIKE
HIGH SCHOOL AND
I WAS THE NEW
STAR QUARTERBACK. |

MY BEING THERE
KNOCKED THEM DOWN
TO SOMETHING LIKE

THE KICKER.

THEY NEEDED ME
IF THEY WANTED
TO BE BACK ON
TOP OF THE
PECKING ORDER.

THEY NEEDED ME!
AND THAT MEANT
I HAD THEM BY
THEIR MANHOOD!/




| PUT THE <€95sS
BACK ON.
T FEEL LIKE
T CAN DO
ANOTHER SET | :
WITH THAT/ » j

I WENT EASY ON

THEM AT FIRST,

CHIPPING AWAY, BUT YOU HAD THE
BIT BY BIT, EACH LAST SET. THIS
AND EVERY DAY. ONE’'S MINE.

"OH. SOUNDS LIKE | :
YOU REALLY, g3 OGS |
REALLY WANT (  GOYTEELL
THIS SET. ; S

WELL T CAN USE ,
THIS BENCH NO. TY,

WAAAAAY YOUWRE RIGHT.
OVER HERE. I FORGOT.

IT IS YOUR
TURN/




‘ etermination
./I

o~

YOU KNOW, COLE,
I RESPECT A GUY WHO
ISN’'T AFRAID TO
ADMIT HE’'S WRONG.

SO YOU MADE THEM
YOUR BITCHES?

IT'S A LOT MORE
FUN THAN HATING
THEM. THAT KIND
OF NEGATIVITY
NEVER GOT ME
ANYWHERE IN LIFE,
BUT BEING THEIR
"FRIEND.,"..WNELL..

I THOUGHT YOUW SAW THAT
WHEN I BROUGHT THEM
OVER. I MADE THEM

CARRY MY BOOKS HOME
A JUST SO YOU WOULD SEE IT.

I WAS TOO
SHOCKED SEEING
THE 3 OF YOU
TOGETHER!

BUT...UH...ARE YOU
DOMINATING THEM
IN...OTHER WAYS?




WAIT! yYou
THOUGHT
I WAS
SCREWING
THOSE
JTERKS?
NO WONDER
HA! I WOULDN’'T YOU'VE BEEN
GIVE THEM THE QUIET
SATISFACTION/ LATELY!

I’'M SORRY, GABE, IF I LET
YOU THINK I WAS
CHEATING. I SHOULD HAVE
SAID SOMETHING SOONER/

NO! I'M SORRY
FOR DOUBTING
YOuU, TYLER.
YOUWVE BEEN THE
MOST LOYAL
PERSON I’'VE EVER
MET, AND I
COULDN’'T TRUST
THAT. I COULDN'T
TRUST YOu.

YOuU DON'T HAVE TO
EXPLAIN, GABE. NEITHER
OF Us HAVE EVER BEEN
COMFORTABLE TRUSTING
PEOPLE THAT MUCH, SO
I KNOW WHAT IT'S LIKE.
I ADMIT WHEN I HEARD
YOU AND SASHA WERE
HANGING OUT AGAIN,

I WAS A LITTLE JEALOUS.
I WAS THINKING THE SAME
THING YOU WERE
THINKING ABOUT ME AND
JUSTIN AND COLE. BUT..TIT
TRUST YOU, GABE. I
REALLY DO. AND I HOPE
YOU CAN TRUST ME, TOO.




I WANT TO
TRUST YOu,
TYLER..T WANT
TO SHOW YOu
HOW MUCH
I TRUST You!

YOuU WANTED
IT BIGGER.
LET'S SEE
WHAT YOUW CAN
DO WITH IT!




OFFE TO
CLASS, GABE.
T'LL SEE YOU [

TONIGHT.

THINGS WERE NEVER
BETTER BETWEEN
us. THOUGH AT
THIS SIZE, T WAS
TOO sSMALL TO HELP
OUuT WITH MUCH OF
THE HOUSEWORK.

I COULD STILL USE
MY LAPTOPRP, BUT
SINCE sASHA HADN’'T
BEEN BY IN A
COUPLE WEEKS, IT
WAS GETTING AWFUL

LONELY IN THAT
APARTMENT WHEN
TYLER WAS GONE.




T..TODD! WHY
HELLO ARE YOU HERET

GABRIEL!/

/YOU COULDN’'T LEAVE

HER ALONE, COULD
You? YOU JusT
COULDN’'T STAY

AWAY FROM SASHA!

o

[ TODD, I..I HAVEN'T
SEEN HER SINCE..

SHE LEFT ME BECAUSE
YOU WOULDN'T MIND
YOUR OWN BUSINESS/




I WAS
GOING TO
ASK HER TO
MARRY ME,
GABE!

I ALREADY
BOUGHT
THE RING!

I WAS GOING TO
DO IT ON
VALENTINE’'S DAY!

I MADE
RESERVATIONS
FOR THE
STATION
STEAKHOUSE!

BUT SHE
LEFT
BECAUSE
OF You!




& )

IF SASHA LEFT YOu, i I GUESS SHE DECIDED
IT'S BECAUSE OF YOU, ‘ TO LEAVE BEFORE

TODD! IT'S BECAUSE YOU TREAT HER LIKE
YOU USE AND ABUSE YOU TREATED ME!
PEOPLE, AND YOU HAVE
NO LOYALTY TO ANYBODY!

IT'S JUST ME,
GABE. I GOT
ALL THE WAY
TO CLASS
BEFORE
I REALIZED
I FORGOT...

OH! T AM GONNA | ! WHAT'S GOING
MAKE You PAY! | \ ON HERE?




I’'M NOT A VIOLENT
PERSON, BUT
YOUWVE MESSED
WITH GABE ONE
TOO MANY TIMES!/
I SO MUCH AS
SENSE YOU NEARBY
AGATIN, AND I WILL
SNAP YOUR SPINE/
YOU IWILL BE
EATING YOUR
MEALS THROUGH
A STRAW FOR THE
REST OF YOUR LIFE!




TODD LEFT HIS
APARTMENT BY THE
END OF THE DAY.
IT'S BEEN MORE
THAN A WEEK, AND
WE’'VE SEEN NO

SIGN OF HIM.

ARE YOU OK,
GABE?

I STILL HAVEN'T HEARD
ANYTHING FROM SASHA
EITHER. I CoOuULD
UNDERSTAND SHE WAS IN
TOO MUCH OF A RUSH TO
LEAVE TO SAY GOODBYE,
BUT I EXPECTED HER TO
GET IN TOUCH AND LET ME |
KNOW HOW SHE WAS DOING...

IT DIDN'T MATTER,
THOUGH. TYLER
WAS AFRATID TO
LEAVE ME ALONE,

SO HE SPENT LESS

TIME ON CAMPUS.

I HAD MORE TIME

WITH THE BIG GUY
AND LESS TIME
WITH AN EMPTY

APARTMENT.

WE WERE EVEN
CLOSER THAN WE
WERE AFTER OUR

TALK THE WEEK

BEFORE. WHEN
VALENTINE’'S DAY

CAME AROUND,

I HAD NO DouBsT
HOW I FELT ABOUT
HIM. I HAD NO
DOuUuBT HOW TYLER
FELT ABOUT ME.




AND I HAD NO
DouBTsS WHAT
I WANTED TO DO
WITH THE REST
OF THE BOTTLE.

NO. THIS IS WHAT |
7 FOOT LOOKS LIKE.)

=

HA! YOU DON’T EVEN |
REACH MY KNEE!

NO, BUT I
CouLD STAND
HERE
WORSHIPPING
YOUR CALF
FOR DAYS!/

YOWRE SO
TINY! THIS IS
WHAT 20 INCHES
LOOKS LIKE?

I CAN THINK
OF BETTER
THINGS TO DO!




NO. YOWRE
BIGGER. YOU
HAVE MORE
CONFIDENCE.
BUT YOUWRE
STILL THE
SENSITIVE,
INNOCENT
TYLER I DID
ALL THIS FOR.
YOoU STILL
HAVE THE
SAME BIG,
CARING HEART
You HAD LAST

YOWVE CHANGED ME
SO MUCH, GABE.
YOWVE MADE ME YEAR. YOU ARE
STILL WHO YOU
USED TO BE/

A DIFFERENT PERSON
FROM THAT S FOOT
LITTLE MOUSE
I USED TO BE.

YOUWRE STILL THE SAME
GABE. YOUWRE A

TOO,
LITTLE SOFTER AND A
LOT SMALLER, BUT YOU

STILL HAVE THE MANLY
FACE I WAS ENVIOUS OF.

AND NOW, T FIND
MYSELF BENEATH
TYLER'S MASSIVE
ARM. FRANKLY,
THERE’'S

NOWHERE ELSE

I'D RATHER BE.
THERE’'S NO ONE
ELSE I'D RATHER
BE HERE WITH.

HA! NO! YOU STILL
KNOW HOW TO MAKE ME
FEEL SPECIAL. YOUW'VE
MADE THIS VALENTINE’'S
DAY THE MOST SPECIAL

DAY OF MY LIFE.

BUT DON'T THINK
I FORGOT YOuU,
GABE. I, TOO,

HAVE SOMETHING

SPECIAL FOR YOUW!

o)




MASON MADE
UP ANOTHER
BOTTLE OF
THAT STUFF,
SO I CAN
MAKE YOU BIG
AGATIN WHEN
WE'RE READY.

OF COURSE NOT!
BUT I'M NOT
LETTING YOUu
GIVE ME ANY

MORE SIZE. IF

I WANT TO GET

BIGGER, I HAVE

TO DO IT THE OLD
FASHTION WAY.

I'M GOING ON THE
WORLD’'S DIRTIEST
BULK. I’LLL. GET AS
FAT AS I HAVE TO
IN ORDER TO MAKE
THESE MUSLCES
UTTERLY MASSIVE
IN AS SHORT A
TIME AS POSSIBLE.
AND WHEN I’'M
READY TO CUT, I’'LL
USE THAT FORMULA
TO GIVE YOU BACK
YOUR SIZE!

HEY! THEN
WE CAN DO
THIS ALL

OVER

AGAIN! HOW

WOouULD You
LIKE TO BE
o FEET
TALL, TYLER?

YOU KNOW IT
WON’T WORK!
MASON SAID
YOou HAVE TO

REALLY WANT IT
FOR IT TO
WORK. AND WE
BOTH KNOW YOuU
DON’T WANT TO
GIVE UP ANY OF
THIS
WONDERFUL SIZE.




FROM THE FANS:

THIS IS SOMETHING T'VE WANTED
TO DO FROM THE BEGINNING,
BUT IT'S ONLY RECENTLY I'VE
HAD ENOUGH COMMENTS AND
REVIEANS COME IN TO DEVOTE A
PAGCE TO. TIF YOU WANT TO
DROP ME A LINE, YOU CAN
REACH ME ON TINITTER
@BOREDDINGTON, OR YOU CAN
LEAVE A REVIEW ON AMAZON.

THERE WAS MUICH ABOUT
MUSCLE BUT NO SEXUALITY.

THANKS FOR THE COMMENT! I
HAVE TO ADMIT IT'M NOT
PERSONALLY A HUGE FAN OF
SEX IN THESE KINDS OF
STORIES. I KNOW THAT SOUNDS
STRANGE GIVEN THIS IS A
FETISH DRIVEN GENRE, BUT
WHAT CAN I SAYZ I'M A FAN
OF THE JOURNEY MORE THAN
THE DESTINATION.

BESIDES, WHEN CREATING
PROJECTS LIKE THESE, T HAVE
TO CONSIDER THE
MARKETPLACE AND THE TERMS
OF SERVICE FOR SELLING IN
THOSE MARKETS. LAST YEAR, T
TRIED TO TAKE SHRIMP OF THE
HOUSE WIDE. AFTER CENSORING
SOME OF THE RACIER PANELS
TO BRING THOSE IMAGES DOWN
TO A PG-15 LEVEL, THE
DISTRIBUTOR STILL. REJECTED
IT. AMAZON'S T.OS. ARE A LOT
MORE LIBERAL, BUT I STILL
HAVE TO TREAD CAREFULLY TO
AVOID CROSSING THEIR LINE.
TRANSFORMING TYLER REALLY
PLUSHES THAT LINE, BUT FROM
WHAT I CAN TELL, IT DOESN'T
QUITE CROSS IT.

IN A WAY, TRANSFORMING
TYLER IS FOR YOU AND OTHERS
WHO WANT MORE SEX. THE
LEBT ANGLE MAY NOT BE WHAT
YOU'RE LOOKING FOR, BUT I
CHOSE THAT DIRECTION SINCE A
LARGE CHUNK OF THE MUSCLE
GROWNTH COMMLUNITY IS GAY,
AND ALL OF THE RELATIONSHIPS
IN MY STORIES HAVE BEEN
STRAIGHT SO FAR.

FROM ATB. ON LI'. BRO:

BETTER USE OF MODELS FOR
CHARACTERS ALLONS THE
READER TO DIFFERENTIATE

BETWEEN THEM MUICH BETTER
N THIS LATER WORK. PLOT AND
MOTIVATION ARE PRETTY
ORIGINAL. AND THERE'S PLENTY
OF CLEAN COMPARISON
CONTENT. MUICH MPROVED OVER
SHRIMP OF THE HOUSE.

THANK YOU SO MUCH! THE
VISUAL EVOLUTION OF THESE
STORIES IS A RESULT OF AN
EVOLVING MINDSET TOWARD
THEM. I CREATED SOTH AS A
VANITY PROJECT AND PUT IT
OUT FIGURING MAYBE A COUPLE
PEOPLE MIGHT CHECK IT OUT
THROUGH KINDLE LUINLIMITED AND
ENJOY IT AS MUCH AS I DID.
WHILE T ENJOY MICRO/MACRO
FICTION WHEN IT'S LIGHT AND
FUN. I'M NOT A FAN OF THE
DARKER THEMES THAT SEEM TO
DOMINATE SO MANY STORIES. I
DON'T MIND A LITTLE
HUMILIATION, EMBARRASSMENT,
OR DANGER, BUT IN MY MIND, A
FANTASY SHOULD ULTIMATELY
BE SAFE AND FUIN. I FELT LIKE
I WNAS GOING AGAINST THE
GRAIN OF THE MACRO/MICRO
COMMLUINITY AND THAT WAS FINE
WITH ME.

THE RESPONSE TO THAT FIRST
STORY BLEW ME AWAY.
BECALISE IT EXCEEDED MY
EXPECTATIONS, T APPROACHED
EACH SUCCESSIVE STORY MORE
AND MORE SERICUSLY. EACH
PROJECT IS A NEW
EXPERIMENT. SOME
EXPERIMENTS FALL FLAT, ANHILE
OTHERS DON'T. AS AN ARTIST, IF
YOU HOLD BACK LUINTILL
REACHING PERFECTION, YOU MAY
NEVER PRESENT SOMETHING TO
THE WORLD, SO I FIGURE, WHILE
THE OLDER WORKS LOOKK A
LITTLE AMATEURISH IN
COMPARISON TO THE MORE
RECENT, THEY'RE STILL
IMPORTANT TO REMIND ME
WHERE T WAS VERSUS WHERE T
AM TODAYY.



AND ON MY TIWIN NO MORE:

SBLING RIVALRY GONE ANRY
WHILE AT COLLEGE. IT'S A
QUIRKY ADAPTATION OF WHAT
CHILDHOOD TRALIMA CAN LEAVE
BEHIND. THE RESOLLUTION KIND
OF IGNORES A RATHER LARGE
ITEM BUT THE ENDING IS STILL.
WORTH THE RELATIVELY QUICK
READ.

JUST ONE ITEM?” I THOUGHT
THERE WERE A LOT OF ISSUES
THAT WENT LUINRESOLVED. IT
WAS WHAT I STRUGGLED WITH

WHILE WORKING OUT THE
STORY. FOR ME, MTNM WASN'T
GOING TO HAVE A HAPPY ENDING
BECALISE THE PROBLEMS IN THE
FAMILY COULDN'T BE RESOLVED
NEATLY. FOR ME, THE

RESOLUTION OF THE STORY
WASN'T ABOUT FINDING PEACE

WITH THE PAST, BUT ABOUT
FINDING OUT WHAT THE REAL

ISSUES WERE AND BRINGING
THEM OUT INTO THE OPEN. IT

WAS ABOUT FORCING THE
CHARACTERS TO REALIZE
THERE WAS MORE GOING ON
THAN IN THEIR OWNN INDIVIDUAL
WORLDS. ON ANOTHER LEVEL, IT
WAS ABOUT SHATTERING
BRODY'S IDEA OF WHAT IT
MEANT TO BE A MAN, AND
SHATTERING HIS BELIEF SYSTEM
WAS NOT SOMETHING THAT
COULD BE REPAIRED IN A NEAT
LITTLE DENOUEMENT.

WHEN IT COMES TO THE FAMILY
RELATIONSHIPS IN THESE
STORIES, THERE ARE PECES OF
MY OWNN FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS
LUINDERLYING THEM. WHILE
THOSE PIECES ARE
LINRECOGNIZABLE IN SOTH AND
L' BRO, MTINM WAS A LOT
MORE PERSONAL THAN T
REALIZED WHEN T WORKED ON IT.

JAYSON WAS PARTLY BASED ON
ME. WHEN WE WERE KIDS, T
WAS THAT ASSHOLE OLDER

BROTHER WHO WOUILD BEAT THE

SHIT OUT OF MY YOUNGER

BROTHER. T WAS A MONSTER.

LIKE THE MANSFIELD FAMILY,
MINE HAD A LOT OF DEERP
ISSUES TORTURING EVERYONE
INSIDE. T TOOK MINE OUT ON MY
BROTHER. IT WAS SOMETHING
I GREW OUT OF, AND WE
BECAME CLOSE. HE KEEPS

TELLING ME HON T'M HIS BEST

FRIEND TODAY, AND HONESTL.Y,

I THINK THE SAME OF HIM. HE

PUT ALL OF THOSE FIGHTS AND

THAT ABUSE BEHIND HM. HE'S
SORT OF FORGOTTEN IT. WHEN
WE'VE TALKED ABOUT IT
RECENTLY, HE DOESN'T
REMEMBER IT BEING AS SERICUS
AS T DO HES PRETTY MUCH
DROPPED IT AS RUSS DROPPED
IT ALLL. WHEN JAYSON REACHED
OUT TO HIM. IT DOESNT MAKE
SENSE TO ME, BUT SOMETIVES
ISSUES AS LARGE AS THOSE
BRODY AND RUSS FACED JUST
DISSIPATE WITHOUT ANY RHYME
OR REASON.

THAT'S THE RESOLUTION IT WENT
FOR IWITH MTINM. RUSS WAS A
LITTLE LIKE MY BROTHER IN
THAT HE DECIDED TO LET THE
PAST STAY IN THE PAST SO HE
COULD MOVE FORWARD. BRODY
REPRESENTED ANOTHER
ASPECT OF ME IN THAT HE
COULDNT FORGET AND HE
COULDN'T LET IT REST, BUT HE
ALSO REALIZED HE WASN'T
ENTIRELY INNOCENT IN
EVERYTHING. HE WALKED OUT
OF THE HOUSE KNONWING HE
WOUILD SOMEDAY FIND HIS WAY
BACK, BUT HE NEEDED THE
SPACE TO SORT THROUGH

EVERYTHING.

I HAD A COUPLE LISERS ON
TINITTER DROFP ME MESSAGES,
BUT LINFORTUNATELY THEIR
ACCOUNTS VANSHED BEFORE T
COULD SAVE THE MESSAGES.
ONE SUGGESTED A MICROPHILIA
VERSION OF LI BRO WHERE THE
CHARACTER SHRINKS AT
COLLEGE. TRANSFORMING
TYLER MAY NOT BE QUITE WHAT
YOU HAD IN MIND, BUT I DO
HOPE GABE'S TRANSFORMATION
FTS THAT BILL.

ANOTHER ASKED ME WHEN TO
EXPECT THE RELEASE OF
TRANSFORMING TYLER. WELL,
HERE IT IS. I HOPE IT WAS
WORTH THE WAIT. AND IF
YOU'RE READING THIS, T WANTED
TO ASK SOMETHING, BUT THE
ACCOUNT VANISHED BEFORE T
COULD. T REALIZED YOUR
HANDLE WAS SIMILAR TO THE
ALUTHOR OF A STORY ON
SHRINKING MAN'S SITE, AND T
WAS WONDERING IF THAT WAS
COINCIDENCE, OR IF YOU WERE
THE ONE WHO WROTE IT. IF YOU
ARE THE AUTHOR, THEN KNOW IT
IS ONE OF MY FAVORITES ON
THAT SITE BECALUSE OF ITS
SIMPLICITY. IT MGHT HAVE



BEEN SHORT, BUT IT EMBODIED
EVERYTHING I LOVE ABOUT
MACRO /- MICRO FICTION: A
CHARACTER WHO WAS IWILLING,
EMBRACED IT, AND HAD FUN
WITH HIS TRANSFORMATION.

NOW ONE LAST NOTE TO ALL OF
YOU. T JUST WANT TO SAY
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING MY
WORIK. YOU HAVE NO IDEA HONW
MUCH IT MEANS TO ME TO HAVE
SO MANY PEOPLE ENJOYING
THESE STORIES. I HOPE THEY
CONTINULIE TO ENTERTAIN YOU
ALL, JUST AS I HOPE TO
CONTINUE TO ENTERTAIN.

AGAIN, IF YOU WISH TO REACH
OUT, YOU CAN DO SO ON
TIWNITTER. MY HANDLE IS

@BOREDDINGTON. I USE THE

ACCOUNT MOSTLY TO PROMOTE,
BUT OCCASIONALLY I POST
LIPDATES ON CURRENT
PROJECTS.




